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Brunel House, Cheyne Walk, Chelsea. Architects: Edward Armstrong [F] and Frederick MacManus [F| 
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Among the 12,000 major Industrial Organisations 
using Colt equipment are: 

32 contracts: 7.C./J. Lid. 

56 contracts: de Hai ind Aircraft Co. Ltd. 
20 contracts: Courta Ltd. 

11 contracts: Dunlop Rubber Co. Ltd 

11 contracts: Steel Comz fWa Ltd 


COLT VENTILATION LIMITED - SURBITON - SURREY - TELEPHONE: ELMBRIDGE 0161 (10 LINES) 
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irchitects : Waterhouse & Ripley 


A high velocity system of air distribution ducts radiates from this 
compact plant chamber in the new West End offices of the Hanover Bank. 


The plant was designed and installed by 





HEATING + VENTILATING - AIR CONDITIONING - PLUMBING + INDUSTRIAL PROCESS SERVICES 
Head Office : 7-12 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1 EUSton 1288 


and Branches throughout the Provinces 
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13,000 square feet 


of glazing 
using 
Reynolds T.I. 


Aluminium 








Wherever you see glazing PLUS — look for 
Reynolds T.I. Aluminium glazing bars. 
Here they are again in the installation 

by Pennycook Patent Glazing Co. Ltd., 
Glasgow, at Waverley Market, Edinburgh. 


$8 REYNOLDS T.I. ALUMINIUM LTD. © 


GENERAL SALES OFFICE: 10 BUCKINGHAM PLACE, LONDON S8.W.1. 
Head Office: Redfern Road, Tyseley, Birmingham 11. 


REGIONAL SALES OFFICES AT LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL, MANCHESTER, LEEDS, GLASGOW, BELFAST 
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EUTERLEX 
POLYTHENE AND P.V.C. 
COVERED COPPER TUBING 


FOR GAS AND WATER SERVICE PIPELINES 
INSTALLED IN AGGRESSIVE SURROUNDINGS 


For a long time Gas and Water Authorities have 
recognised the many advantages of copper 
tubing which enable it to fulfil admirably all the 
normal requirements of Gas and Water Service 
installations. There are instances, however, 
where, for economy of installation or in certain 
isolated districts where adverse soil conditions 
are known to exist, tubing has to be laid in 
aggressive surroundings, and in these circum- 
stances it is necessary to apply some form of 
protection. 

In these cases where it is not advisable to use 
unprotected copper tubes, “‘Kuterlex’”’ polythene 
or P.V.C. covered copper tubing provides the 
perfect answer to the external corrosion 
problem and will be found to be far more satis- 
factory and economical than wrapping long 
lengths of tube with protective tape—the only 
wrapping necessary on ‘‘Kuterlex’’ tubing is 
over the joints. 


Send for full details to: 


YORKSHIRE IMPERIAL 


HEAD OFFICE: P.O. BOX 166, LEEDS 





‘““KUTERLEX B.S. 659” tubing is ideally suitable 
for gas service lines. It comprises normal B.S. 659 
copper tubes sheathed with 0-020” thick seam- 
less black P.V.C. cover and made in 4”, 2” and 1” 
nominal sizes (half-hard temper) in standard 
18 ft. straight lengths. 

“KUTERLEX B.S. 1386” is ideal for underground 
water pipelines. It comprises normal B.S. 1386 
soft copper tubes sheathed with black seamless 
polythene and supplied in standard 60 ft. coils, 
although other lengths can be made specially. 
In sizes 4’ and 3” the covering is 1/32’ thick 
and in 1” and 14” sizes the covering is 1/16” thick. 
“KUTERLEX” tubing can be readily bent and 
manipulated and can be easily and quickly 
jointed by ‘Yorkshire’ 
capillary fittings or 
“Instantor”, ‘‘Kuterlite’”’ 
or “‘Coneor”’ compression 
fittings. 


YORKSHIRE 


TELEPHONE: LEEDS 7-2222 
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a new development in steel 
by Sankey-Sheldon 
of course / 


‘Picture Window’ steel partitions, with their wide, unimpeded spans of glass, 
create a sense of space and visual freedom in keeping with modern architectural 
concepts while retaining all the practical advantages of Sankey-Sheldon flush 
partitioning. Apart from the new scope provided for more effective interior design, 
the admission of maximum daylight is an important functional advantage in view 
of the current trend towards larger floor areas. Assembled from standard com- 
ponent parts, ‘Picture Window’ partitionsare economicalandcompetitively priced. 


You are invited to write to Sankey-Sheldon for further information. 


















































Slhelldow 


A member of the Guest, Keen & Nettlefolds Group of Companies 
46 Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. ~. Telephone City 4477 (18 lines). ~. Telegrams Sankeshel, Cannon, London. 





Sankey 


LIMITED 


STEEL DESKS . TABLES . CHAIRS . FILING CABINETS . FILING 


SYSTEMS - CUPBOARDS ° CLOTHES LOCKERS > SHELVING * STORAGE BINS 


LIBRARY EQUIPMENT - UNISTRUT METAL FRAMING SYSTEM 


Branches in Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Coventry, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, Leicester, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Sheffield. 
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monthly review by 


CANADA’S NEWEST HOTEL HAS 
THE ‘WALLSPAN’ LOOK 


i The entire cladding contract for the 
new Lord Simcoe Hotel (the second 
largest in Canada) was placed with Williams 
& Williams. And ‘Wallspan’ is used for the 
vast areas of curtain walling. 


The 20 stories of this 900 room, 10 million 
dollar hotel make an imposing addition to 
Toronto’s skyline. Viewed from a distance, 
the giant structure appears to be bathed ina 
greenish aura. This strangely impressive 
effect is obtained by the combination of 
green porcelain enamelling and grey muro- 
glass infilling panels. 


All of the vertical columns and horizontal 
trims of the curtain wall are covered by the 
green porcelain enamelled panels. This 
looks to be a grey-green colour when re- 
flected by the muroglass—33,000 square feet 
of it in the spandrels of the ‘Wallspan’ grid. 


Williams & Williams purpose-made 
aluminium windows were used in the 
‘Wallspan’. And the actual arrangement of 
the windows over ‘divided’ infill panels is 
somewhat unusual. 


Apart from the aesthetic considerations, a 
valuable point in favour of using “Wallspan’ 
was its speed of erection. In this particular 
instance, the choice of ‘Wallspan’ curtain 
walling effected a considerable saving in 
time—from the moment the first sod was 
dug to the official opening ceremony, took 
only seventeen months. 


‘ALOMEGA’ WINDOWS EXCEED 
ARCHITECT’S EXPECTATIONS 


EO The Wellington Hotel, Hastings, 
situated right beside the sea, now 
boasts a proud new facade. And _ its 
‘Alomega’ windows, invulnerable to the 
corrosive action of salt-laden sea air, have 
been widely praised. The architect himself, 
had several enthusiastic things to say about 
them. 


“IT am very pleased indeed with the 
‘Alomega’ windows,” he writes. “They 
have certainly exceeded all my expectations 
and are draught and weatherproof. The 
tenants are equally amazed at their efficiency 
and simplicity. 

“I have had many pleasing comments 
from my friends on the appearance of the 
windows, and I shall use them wherever I 
can after the testing they have had in this 
very exposed position.” 





SPACIOUS SHOWROOM HOUSES 
PERMANENT EXHIBITION 


The modern London showroom at 

36 High Holborn, W.C.1. contains a 
comprehensive selection of Williams & 
Williams products. Here, in comfort and at 
your convenience, you can view and 
examine examples of all the products 
mentioned on this page. This is a permanent 
exhibition of the latest developments by 
Williams & Williams. It is open daily from 
9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 


THE CASE OF THE FLYING WINDOW 


It would perhaps be a slight ex- 

aggeration to say that the team of 
Williams & Williams window fixers got the 
full red carpet treatment when they landed 
at Lima Airport. Nevertheless, the window 
that they brought with them was inspected 
by the President of Peru. And a huge and 
valuable contract did go to Williams & 
Williams. 


The events leading up to this happy 
occasion were triggered off by an invitation 
to Williams & Williams. They were asked 
(at rather short notice) to quote (in com- 
petition with the Americans) for the 
windows, which were to be made of 
aluminium, for the new Lima Hospital. 


Seven men worked round the clock for 
seven days (over the Easter holiday, as it 
turned out). The result was that the tender 
and drawings were flown out in the nick of 
time before the closing date. 


Williams & Williams price turned out to 
be easily the lowest. But in the meantime 
the Peruvian authorities, in some inexplic- 
able way, had got hold of an idea that our 
windows might possibly be inferior to those 
made on the other side of the Atlantic. We 
were asked to prove different! 


We pulled out all the stops and made a 
sample window (to specification) in one 
week. Thereupon the aforementioned team 
of fixers plus window were loaded into a fast 
aeroplane and flown to Miami. There they 
but paused to take breath (and change 
aeroplanes) before continuing to Lima. The 
rest of the story you know. 


‘WALLSPAN’ PRESCRIBED FOR 
MILLBROOK CLINIC 
This clinic has to provide maternity, 


child welfare, school medical and 
dental services for the entire development 





WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS 





carried out by the Southampton Borough 
Council at Millbrook. The building con- 
tains an unusually large number of small 
rooms, which required varying degrees of 
natural daylight, ventilation and privacy. 
Conventional fenestration would have led 
toanunhappily fussy facade, and therefore it 
was decided that the main elevations should 
be treated as all embracing window walls, 
within which variations in sizes and types of 
windows could readily and tidily be made. 
These window walls are in fact areas of 
Williams & Williams ‘Wallspan’. The floors 
and roofs are carried by the load bearing 
cross-walls. 


In the construction, special steps were 
taken to give added protection against the 
spread of fire and to eliminate airborne 
sound between rooms and stories. The gaps 
between the mullions and crosswalls at the 
reveals are closed with a felt-lined, recessed 
timber closing member; and the horizontal 
gap between the first floor beams and the 
curtain wall is closed by carrying the insu- 
lation board false ceiling right up to the 
“‘Wallspan’ transoms. 


Buildings that already existed nearby were 
a school, the community centre, garages and 
shops. And the general appearance of these 
was taken into account when designing the 
clinic’s external finish. On the ground floor, 
‘Wallspan’ infilling panels are of hydrauli- 
cally pressed asbestos cement slabs. First 
floor infillings are of grooved western red 
cedar. 


WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS 
RELIANCE WORKS - CHESTER 


+ Member of the Metal Window Association 





THE LORD SIMCOE HOTEL, TORONTO 
Architect: H. T. Langston. 


THE WELLINGTON HOTEL, HASTINGS 
Architect: Norman A. E. Wyatt, 
L.R.I.B.A., F.1.A.S. 


WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS 
NEW SHOWROOM 
Architects: Bronek Katz & R. Vaughan. 


THE LIMA HOSPITAL, PERU 
Architect: Ricardo Malachowski. 


THE MILLBROOK CLINIC 
Architect: L. Berger, DIP.ARCH., A.R.1.B.A. 
Borough Architect, Southampton. 


A View from North-West with entrance to 
school medical wing. 


B General view. Covered way from gates 
leading to maternity waiting room. 





R.I.B.A. JOURNAL 








i 
¥ 
- 
a 








SEPTE) 


5-4-9 9 e 
ves s > 2 


ee ee 


ess Lilt. 


SF ee ee 





SEPTEMBER 1958 








URNAL 





10 






PLANTATION HOUSE ROMAN HOUSE * LONDON WALL 


MINCING LANE * CHEAPSIDE Architect: 
R. N. Wakelin 


of Campbell-Jones & Sons 









Architects: 
Albert W. Moore & Son 





HOLBORN VIADUCT HOUSE 
. ? ‘ 
MERCERS’ HALL * CHEAPSIDB HOLBORN CIRCUS 


Architects: . : ® wma a Architects: 

Gunton & Gunton eas wei 4 1 T. P. Bennett & Son 
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ROYAL LONDON HOUSE 
(EXTENSION) FINSBURY SQUARE 


1 NOBLE STREET 
GRESHAM STREET 





Architect: 
H. Bramhill 


Architects: 
Ellis, Clarke & Gallannaugh 












WATLING HOUSE 
CANNON STREET 


34-35 KING STREET * EC 


Architects: 


Architects: Alan W. Pipe & Sons 


Easton & Robertson 











WALBROOK HOUSE 
CANNON STREET * WALBROOK 


12-20 CAMOMILE STREET 


Architects: 
Fitzroy Robinson 
& Hubert H. Bull 


Architect: 
Henry Tanner 
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MCCANN-ERICKSON HOUSE 
a FETTER LANE 


BUCKLERSBURY HOUSE 


i Architects: 
Architects: Campbell-Jones & Sons 


Hannen & Markham 








ST. BRIDGET’S HOUSE 
BRIDEWELL PLACE 
Architects: 
Trehearne & 

Norman Preston & Partners 





j SADDLERS’ HALL - GUTTER LANE 











Architect: 
L. Sylvester Sullivan 
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3-10 FINSBURY SQUARE 








Architects: 
Lewis Solomon Son & Joseph 








Architects: 
Ellis, Clarke & Gallannaugh 
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BANK OF LONDON 
& SOUTH AMERICA 
QUEEN VICTORIA STREET 


Architect: 
Victor Heal 


The city 
re-builds with... 


CRITTALL WINDOWS 


wv THE CRITTALL MANUFACTURING CO. LTD * BRAINTREE * ESSEX * BRANCHES & DEPOTS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY eaw/87 
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CHOSEN FOR 
THE PLANETARIUM 
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Architect: George Watt, Esq., A.R.1.B.A. 

Another tribute to Cox for auditorium seating! 
The Planetarium recently opened in London has a 
seating capacity of five hundred and fifty five, 
and Cox were responsible for the manufacture 
and installation of the tip-up chairs. 


Cox were responsible also for the seating at the 
Royal Festival Hall and the Manchester Free Trade Hall. 


TIP-UP 
AUDITORIUM 
SEATING G1312 


Typical Cox Seating 
A descriptive illustrated booklet will be sent on request. 
COX & CO (WATFORD) LTD - WATFORD BY-PASS - WATFORD : HERTS : Telephone: WATFORD 5631. 


MCN24! 
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An increasing number of queries regarding the 


application of 


Sprayed ‘Limpet’ Asbestos as a 


functional element of Architectural Design is being 
received from Architects. 
{n this announcement we present the following 


elementary information to provide a firm platform 
for further detailed enquiries. 















an architect asks questions about 
Sprayed ‘Limpet’ Asbestos by Ni WALLS 
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**What do you consider is the major advantage 
of Sprayed ‘Limpet’ Asbestos ?’’ 


Probably the most important element is that the 
‘Limpet’ process gives intimate surface contact, 
sealing all joints, covering rivets, irregularities 
and protrusions in a continuous coat that entirely 
eliminates air spaces—a significant factor in itself. 


**T understand that Sprayed ‘Limpet’ Asbestos 
has two insulating properties ?”’’ 


Correct. In addition to providing a high degree of 
thermal insulation, it is an excellent material for 
absorbing sound. Indeed, many firms have 
specified the process for correcting acoustic 
distortions alone. 


‘**Being largely Asbestos, I suppose the process 
gives a measure of fire protection ?’’ 


Most certainly ! Again, it is often used solely be- 
cause of its fireproofing properties. In fact, this 
method was the first to be approved for Class A 
fireproofing of ships under the 1948 Convention. 


‘‘Being porous, isn’t the treatment liable to 
premature rotting where condensation exists ?”’ 


On the contrary. Asbestos is chemically inert. 
It is rotproof, verminproof and undamaged by 
water. Condensation is diffused preventing 
dripping and allowing for speedy re-evaporation 
to the atmosphere from the warm surface of 
the coating. 


‘It seems too versatile for words. It’s a Thermal 
and Acoustic Insulant, rotproof and vermin- 
proof, fire-resistant, prevents condensation, 
resists vibration... anything else ?’’ 


Well. It has been used extensively purely as an anti- 
corrosion measure on metals subject to severe 
corrosive conditions, but we’d have to know the 
particular application you had in mind to give our 
full recommendations. 


*‘Naturally. And if we did want Thermal and 
Acoustic Insulation—and Fire protection in one 
coating—I suppose it would cost the earth?’’ 


Frankly—no. You see, the erection of timber 
grounds is not necessary. In application there is no 
cutting to waste, and the density and thickness is 
controllable to a very fine degree by highly efficient 
operators. It compares favourably with conventional 
insulation methods and materials. 


Sprayed ‘Limpet’ Asbestos is a particularly suitable 
multi-purpose insulant in schools, public buildings 
and the like. Our considerable experience in this 
field will be gladly placed at your disposal. 


Newalis 





NEWALLS INSULATION CO. LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE: WASHINGTON, CO. DURHAM 
A member of the TURNER & NEWALL ORGANISATION 


Offices and Depots at LONDON, GLASGOW, 


MANCHESTER, 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, BIRMINGHAM, BELFAST, 
BRISTOL & CARDIFF 
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Meshing 





When all parts are in mesh 
the job runs sweetly 
and quickly. 
When Banister, Walton are responsible 
for the steel framework 
every activity is in mesh. 
The result—economy 


in time and in cost. 





pees: * The immediate availability of ample 
f eckneee steel stocks ensures speedy completion. 


MCN 3353 


Banister, Walton build in steel 





Banister, Walton & Co. Ltd - Structural Steel Engineers and Stockholders - MANCHESTER - LONDON + BIRMINGHAM 


SEP 
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a brilliant new conception of lighting 


Inspired by the costume of Harlequin, Troughton & Young introduce a new range of fittings, utilising a number of standard 


parts in metal, glass and wood. Basically in black and white, the metal parts are also available in a range of four colours at 
no additional charge. 


From these interchangeable parts a large array of fittings for every purpose can be built up and supplied for quick delivery. 
An illustrated leaflet will sent on request. 


TROUGHTON & YOUNG (LIGHTING) LTD., 


143 Knightsbridge, London, S.W.| ‘Phone: KENsington 3444 MA SUBIR CH 0) Grae MO 


Also at 46, Rodney Street, Liverpool, |. 
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Unatap 


One tap instead of two 
I 


giving both hot and cold 
Wash in the running spray 


halves the hot water 


Unatap was designed by our Technical Staff in collaboration with the Building 
Research Station. More about it from Walker, Crosweller & Co. Ltd., in pamphlet UA/I35 


WALKER, CROSWELLER & CO. LTD., CHELTENHAM 


Telephone: CHELTENHAM 56317 
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EWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 


| HUDDERSFIELD 


MANCHESTER 


LEICESTER 
BIRMINGHAM | 


i: LONDON 


Throughout the country many roofs in an 
advanced state of disrepair are being reglazed with 
HEYWOOD’S PATENT GLAZING. 
This replacement does NOT involve the slightest 
hold up in production but DOES involve many 
more maximum-light years, with increased output 
and considerably improved working conditions, 
decreased lighting costs and danger of damage to 
machinery and products, NO maintenance 

Quality of Glazing? Over 70 years stands surety # 
for that! 

Inspection and advice by experienced roofing 
engineers at the disposal of clients entirely without 


charge. BAYHALL WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. Phone Hudd. 6594 (5 lines) 
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acoustic tiles and Rilled Boards 8’ 2” in length, all Factory Primed. 
(@featc-vaaheleye-Va'me- lore) bjt (om c-VIME- tale Mor-yltbale! 
treatments in new and decorative materials. 

High acoustic efficiency, absorption co-efficients increasing 

progressively from 0.45 at 250 c.p.s. up to 0.90 at 4,000 c.p.s. 


Low thermal conductivity (0.35 B.T.U/in./sq.ft./hr./°F diff.) 
[a abtoms o} coyrslotbaremmrc-lUrt-Ve)(—Meal_1-t amore) atci-) a'Z- Lele) eM-l a elo ->.40¢-Woles-1a 


> 4 Swiss pressed wood-fibre Perforated, Rilled and Chequered 


Surveys, estimates, designs & specifications without obligation 


HME RMESEAL 


HERMESEAL ACOUSTICS LIMITED 


b; 27-00 NO) ww (0) 7-0-0. GO F-0\\) SB FO) DLO) \\ Pin) Ae Om W-)(-) 0) ele) oR @) .0@)-\'/- elo) a Y.- MG) lines). 
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satina 


the exciting new pendants 










The handsome new ‘Satina’ pendants designed by A.E.I. Lamp & 
Lighting Co. Ltd. are arrangements of one to six lights, with British- 
made glass of the highest quality satin-etched opal. 

The shades are supported by black or white circular PVC flex with 
brass and matt black components that harmonise with the delicate 
tones of the glassware. Write today for a fully illustrated catalogue. 





This is one of 69 fittings in the ‘Satina’ range of pendants. 
Shades are either white or a soft translucent pink. There are 
twelve different shapes. 


Lamp and Lighting Co Ltd Lighting Department, Melton Road, Leicester. 


M4782 
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AS GOOD AS 
A SOLID BRICK WALL! 


A well known City Chairman once complained to us that intense 
traffic noise below his windows and excessive audibility between 
adjacent offices and his own was affecting his efficiency, his 
privacy and his peace of mind. 


We therefore designed and built for him, under a WRITTEN 
GUARANTEE to solve his problems, sound-proof doors and 
windows like those illustrated here. 


Numerous tests on site and careful laboratory analysis proved 
that we must reduce the existing sound pressure level of 80 
decibels to 35 decibels to achieve the comfort he desired. 


So, to fulfil our undertaking, it was necessary to construct 
each door and window, not only to acceptable dimensions and 
a high standard of design, but to provide a MINIMUM sound 
transmission loss of 45 decibels—no less, in fact, than that 
of a SOLID 43” BRICK WALL. 


Which we very successfully did! 


. yo joe 
Photo by Courtesy of The Metal Box Co. Ltd. 


* Sound-proof communicating door, 
designed to match existing decor.” 





These are just two examples of the work of Sound 
Control Limited, who can analyse, diagnose and 
cure most problems in sound. No matter what your 
noise problem may be, we invite you to consult us. 





I> SOUND CONTROL LIMITED 


@e)p) 
SQ MH A MEMBER OF THE THERMOTANK GROUP OF COMPANIES 











Photo by Courtesy of The Metal Box Co. Ltd. 


CONTRACTORS IN ACOUSTICS 





Colneside Works, West Drayton, Middlesex 
Telephone : West Drayton 3685-9 (5 lines) 


Scottish Office: 10 Bothwell Street, Glasgow 
Telephone : Central 6571/2 


“Typical sound-proof window units 
designed and built to provide the sound 
transmission loss required.” 








| 


| 
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Supplied and fixed by 
CORROSION PROOF PRODUCTS LTD 
Brentford, Middlesex 





sein 


Kodak use areas of WHEATLY triton Quarries not only 
in the developing rooms and wherever the floors are subject 
to chemical attack but also for heavy duty flooring. 





And Kodak is but one of very many famous names that use 
WHEATLY triton Quarries for their industrial floors. 


WHEATLY Full details, samples and prices sent on request. 
WHEAT L Y & COMPANY LIMITED 


Springfield Tileries, Trent Vale, Stoke-on-Trent. Telephone: Newcastle (Staffs.) 66251. Telegrams: Wheatly, Trentvale. 


triton 


_— WH.87 
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A new approach 
to the design and installation 


of Venetian Blinds 
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For far too long the many good points of venetian blinds have been 
overshadowed by unreliability and difficulties of installation. 
The Crittall Solomatic has been designed to solve these problems. 


Its outstanding points are these: 


1 There are no cords to dangle, tangle or wear — one single 
control (single strap, double strap or gear) tilts the slats 
as well as raising or lowering the blind. 


2 Uneven lowering is made impossible. 
3 A double-cross web ladder tape prevents flutter. 


Every Solomatic blind is made to measure so that it belongs to the 
window —is not just a patchwork addition to it. Crittall are fully 
equipped to provide a complete planning and installation service 
for an entire building — new or old. Write for leaflet. 


C RI TTAL L -Solomatic VENETIAN BLINDS 


—-made to measure and made to last 








x THE CRITTALL MANUFACTURING COMPANY LIMITED: BRAINTREE « ESSEX « Branches and Depots throughout the country 
rBw/9l 
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THE ELAND 


A white glazed fireclay 
island washing trough 
suitable for industrial use. 


Also obtainable in range form. 


JOHN BOLDING & SONS LTD. 


Grosvenor Works: Davies Street, London, W.1. 


Telephone: MAY fair 6617 
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Babcock House, Euston Road, London. 
Architects: Waterhouse & Ripley, F.R.1.B.A. 
Main Contractors: Holland & Hannen and Cubitts Ltd. 


leading 


Flats at Parkley’s, Ham Common. 
Architect: Eric Lyons, F.R.1.B.A. 
Main Contractors: Wates Ltd. 














For further details and 
technical data apply to 


THERMALITE LIMITED 


Hams Hall, Lea Marston, Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire. 


Telephone: Coleshill 2081. 


Au ERMALITE- 





Fairlawn Primary School, Lewisham, 
for the London County Council. 
Architect: Peter Moro, F.R.1.B.A. 

Main Contractors: E. H. Smith (Croydon) Ltd. 
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Load bearing insulatin 
Thermal insulation - Load bearing 
High speed of laying - Light weight 


Workability - Direct fixing - Fire resistance 


Reduces the risk of condensation 
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‘Elkington Gatic’ medium light duty duct covers, installed in Kings 
Road Pumping Station for the Bury St. Edmunds Corporation. 


‘Elkington Gatic’ heavy yard mu'tiple part cover—size 96” x 120” 
clear opening — 9 in No. covers supported by 2 in No. removable 
beams installed over Electricity Sub-Station in Switzerland. 








COVERS and FRAMES .., 


Non-rocking, water-tight and 
air-tight are permanent, un- 
deteriorating features of every 
‘Elkington Gatic’ Cover and 
Frame. 

Whether designed for light 
foot traffic or heavy fast mov- 
ing road traffic the special 
casting technique scientifically 
embodied in ‘Elkington Gatic’ 
Covers and Frames ensures 
they retain their ‘as cast’ true 
metal to metal register giving 
a long life of service free from 
subsequent distortion. 


‘Elkington Gatic’ Covers and 
Frames can be supplied in any 
length and span (up to 4’ 0” 
with use of cross supports), 
also available are ‘Elkington- 
Gatic’ non-rocking Gratings 
in any length and span of 
6” to 18” in multiples of 3”. 
Wholehearted co-operation 
and advice will gladly be given 
to solve any cover and frame 
problem which may arise. 





ELKINGTON Gatic 


NON-ROCKING: AIR-TIGHT & WATER-TIGHT 


ALL 
PURPOSES 


ELKINGTON GATIC 
COVERS (Recessed) 

ROADWAYS 
(All types of surfacing) 
Works entrances and 
private roads. 

YARD, DOCKS, 
GARAGES 

For Heavy, Medium and 
Light Traffic 


PAVEMENTS, FACTORIES, 


STATIONS, PATHS and ° 


SCHOOLS 


For Heavy, Medium and 
Light Loads and Dead- 
weight Loads 

ELKINGTON GATIC 
UTILITY COVERS, 
GRATINGS and FRAMES 

MULTIPLE COVERS 

DUCT and TRENCH 
COVERS 


and for 


GAS and WATER 
SERVICES 








* SEE OUR EXHIBITS STAND No. 204 
PUBLIC WORKS and 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES EXHIBITION 

OLYMPIA 10-I5th NOV. 


1958 











WHY ELKINGTON GATIC COVERS & FRAMES 
ARE NON-ROCKING °<- AIR-TIGHT & WATER-TIGHT 


AN ELKINGTON COVER (OR 
GRATING) FITS NOT ONLY 
UPON BUT ALSO WITHIN 
THE CORRESPONDING _IN- BEEN \ 
TERNAL SURFACES OF ITS 
FRAME 


SUBSTANTIAL METAL TO 
METAL CONTACT THROUGHOUT 


INTERPOSITION OF GREASE FILM 


RENDERS THE CONTACT BOTH 
WATER- AND GAS-TIGHT. 











CO _ eau 
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ELKINGTON COVERS POSSESS A SOLIDITY WHICH 
WITHSTANDS HEAVIEST TRAFFIC. 


mee THE DOVER ENGINEERING WORKS Ltd. Talbot House’ Arundel St. W.C.2.Cov.0834 
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Photograph by courtesy of the 


Central Electricity Generating Board, 





South Eastern Division. 
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The photograph shows approximately half 
of the structural steelwork at 
Northfleet Power Station, being erected on 
behalf of the Central Electricity Authority. 
Consulting Civil Engineers: L. G. Mouchel & Partners, Ltd. [ 
Saas: Taylor Woodrow Construction Ltd. Jj 
= 
STEEL 
STEELWORK BY 
LONDON OFFICE: 3 DUNCANNON STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 
SEPTEM 
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600 GROUP OFFICE BLOCK, WOOD LANE, LONDON, W.I2 


A combination of MAIN CONTRACTORS, KYLE STEWART LTD. 


The design by 
ARCHITECTURAL H. Fitzroy Robinson, B.A. (Arch.) F.R.I.B.A. 

and Hubert H. Bull, L.R.1.B.A. F.L.A.A. & S., 
has been judged typical of the 


DESIGN AND finest contemporary building design 
and was on view at last year’s 
Exhibition of the Royal Academy of Arts, 


Burlington House. 


The Reinforcement for 

Retaining Walls, Basement, R. C. Frame 
and suspended floors designed, 
fabricated and fixed by: 


REINFORCEMENT SPECIALISTS 








THE 
Wood Lane, London, W.12 Telephone: SHEpherds Bush 2020 
Reinforcement Department 17 Buckingham Palace Gardens, London, S.W.1 Telephone: SLOane 5271 
South Wales Office Bute Street, Cardiff Telephone: Cardiff 28786 GROUP 


OF COMPANIES 
wee 





Works Shepherds Bush, London - Neasden, Middlesex - Treorchy, Glamorgan 
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A CASE FOR THE BISON PLANK FLOOR. 


28 BLOCKS OF 4 MAISONETTES 
AT THE HAWLEY ESTATE 
FARNBOROUGH - HAMPSHIRE 


CONTRACTORS: GREGORY HOUSING LIMITED 


























4,300 sq. yd. of BISON Prestressed Composite Flooring were 
used in the erection of these blocks. 





The shallow BISON Prestressed Planks are laid over the floor area 
and electrical and other services are buried in the im situ topping— a 
finishing screed only being required. Total floor depth on the clear span 
of 12 ft. 9 in. is only 4 in. thus giving an overall reduction in thickness 
of 3 in. This reduction in depth saved one brick course in each block. 


The Planks’ ease of handling is illustrated by the fact that even 
without scaffolding, four men could lay a block in a morning. Only 
simple propping is required as the planks are put into position. 


In the illustration the duct tube is shown in position to form a 
conduit for electric wiring. One labourer can lay the duct tube and pull 
through the wires for one block of two flats (on each floor) in a day. 


fG@? BISON floors, beams and concrete frame structures 


SPEED & STRENGTH 








CONCRETE LIMITED are the largest structural precast concrete manufacturers in the world 


CONCRETE LIMITED Green Lane, Hounslow, Middlesex Hounslow 2323 and Dovehouse Fields, Lichfield, Staffs. Lichfield 3555 
London Sales Office: 16 Northumberland Avenue, W.C.2 Whitehall 5504 
CONCRETE (NORTHERN) LIMITED Stourton, Leeds 10 Leeds 75421 Manchester Office: 40 King Street West, Manchester 3 Blackfriars 5676 


apg 97 
CONCRETE (SCOTLAND) LIMITED Elmbank Street, Glasgow C.2 City 3292 CON 
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THE 
Here is a tile, the qualities of which, recommend its universal use in 
industry. In all instances where the acids, alkalis, oils and fats of manu- 
S facturing processes come into contact with the floor or where intense 
abrasion is a problem, ‘‘LEFCO’’ Tiles can be used with confidence. 


For long life and minimum maintenance use ‘‘LEFCO’’ Vitrified Tiles. 
Available in plain, nine chequer or ministud surfaces. Write for special 


sid | literature. 
COMPANY LTD. WORTLEY, LEEDS 12 Tel: LEEDS 638021 


saat | Registered Trade Mark 


LONDON OFFICE: LEEDS HOUSE, CAVENDISH PLACE, W.1. Tel: LANgham 3511 
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If youre asked for NES 
gates like this 
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. or any other sort of railings for 
balustrades, bridges or balconies, either 
to standard designs or to suit special 
requirements, the job will be done to 
perfection by the craftsmen of 








BAYLISS, JONES & BAYLISS LIMITED 





a 

Makers of fencing and gates for over a century 
BJB | : 
HEAD OFFICE: VICTORIA WORKS - WOLVERHAMPTON - TELEPHONE: WOLVERHAMPTON 20441 é 
LONDON OFFICE: 139 CANNON STREET : LONDON - E.C.4 - TELEPHONE: MANSION HOUSE 8524 Pre 


° R.1.B.A. JOURNAL SEPTEM 





TT: ADITIONAL MATERIALS *« CONTEMPORARY DESIGN 


Brick is the most suitable material for building in this country, giving 
great scope for design and allowing contemporary ideas to be economically expressed. 
Brickwork is also the most competitively priced walling material. It requires no maintenance, 
mellows attractively with the years, and is in keeping with the traditional English scene. 
London Brick Company Limited offers the architect an ever-widening range 
of attractive facing bricks giving a wide variation in colour and texture at prices 
designed to reduce the cost of municipal and private building projects. 


Please write asking for our fully illustrated Sales catalogue. 


the MRL BAM house show 
built with ‘PHORPRES' Tuscan facing 

bricks and ‘ PHORPRES ’ Cornmon 
Architects: DIAMOND, HODGKINSON & PA 
















y 


¢ LONDON BRICK COMPANY LIMITED in the service of the building industr 





Sf Head Office: Africa House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. Telephone: Holborn 8282 
Midland Disirict Office: Prudential Buildings, St. Philip’s Place, Birmingham 3. Telephone: Central 4141 tt 
a h South-Western District Office: 11 Orchard Street, Bristol 1. Telephone: Bristol 23004/5 BY APPOINTMENT 
F HER MAJESTY 
PHORPRES Northern District Office: St. Paul’s House, 20-22 St. Paul’s Street, Leeds. Telephone: Leeds 20771 QUEEN ELIZABETH 
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ROBERTSON 


VENTILATION 


on at its best 





ral ventilati 


for natu 


All Architects 

concerned with 

the design of 

industrial buildings 

should have for 

reference a copy 

of the NEW 

Robertson Ventilation 

Data Book. 

Write for your copy 
NOW! 








For more than 30 years ventilation problems associated with the diverse requirements of 
Industry have been solved by Robertson Specialist Ventilation Engineers. 


Would you like to see — PLANNED VENTILATION SCHEMES have been designed by the Robertson Ventilation 
right on your office desk — Division for all kinds of manufacturing processes — schemes to meet conditions of exceptionally 
a practical demonstration heavy air pollution—schemes for rapid air change — schemes for Light Industry where air pollution 
of wind effect on various is less, but air condition more critical. In fact, PLANNED VENTILATION SCHEMES for 
types of ventilator? ALL problems of ventilation. 

We will gladly arrange These years of accumulated experience are available to assist you to solve your problems of heating 
for one of our Ventilation and ventilation. A card, or telephone request, will bring to you a Robertson Specialist Ventilation 
Demonstration Machines Engineer, who will co-operate with you on any problem of ventilation. This service is freely 
to be brought to your available — please make full use of it. 

office on a day and time Meantime, if you have not already received your copy of the revised Ventilation Data Book, write 
convenient to you. for it today. You will find the information it contains both helpful and interesting. 


ROBERTSON THAIN LIMITED ‘ 


ELLESMERE PORT - WIRRAL - CHESHIRE 
Telephone: Ellesmere Port 3622-9 Telegrams: ‘Robertroof’ 


Soles Offices: BELFAST - BIRMINGHAM ~- CARDIFF + EXMOUTH - GLASGOW + IPSWICH + LIVERPOOL - LONDON + MANCHESTER +» NEWCASTLE - SHEFFIELD 





Associated Companies or Agents in most countries throughout the world 
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(pads th wou. 


with the STRATALYN 


INJECTOR 


GAS WATER HEATER 


The NEW WORLD 

Stratalyn Injector Heater is 
inexpensive to buy, economical to run, 
cheap to fit, and will give maximum 















OPEN VENT 
(EXPANSION) PIPE 


ORAW OFF PIPE 


service with minimum maintenance 


eee The NEW WORLD Stratalyn is a Regulo-controlled gas water heater for 
attachment to a storage cylinder or tank by means of a single connexion. It is the 
GAS application of the IMMERSION HEATER. 


waren reo bee The flow pipe terminates close to the top of the storage vessel and hot water 
XQ 







FLOW_AND RETURN 
CONNEXION 





is injected into the top ready to be drawn off. Mixing is avoided and the highest 


degree of stratification is attained. 








Gas Rating—6,000 B.Th.U./hr. 
Na Output—5% gallons raised 80°F. 
a Complete with governor and T.C.O. 

Available with flue cap or 

draught diverter. Finished in 


white vitreous enamel. 


Water Heaters 





RADIATION GROUP SALES LTD., 7 STRATFORD PLACE, IONDON, W.1 
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INSULATION... 





Regd. Trade Mark 


A series of insulating materials which particularly appeal to the 
man who designs to high standards, because of their out- 


standing characteristics. 


FIREPROOF. Temperature limit in excess of 1500° F— 
begins to sinter at 2000° F fuses 2600° F. 


DAMP REPELLENT. A special process gives Stillite 
materials exceptional water repellent properties in excess of 


ordinary mineral wool. 


LIGHTWEIGHT. Density 3, 5, or 10 lbs. per cu. ft. 


according to grade used. 


INERT. Being prepared from mineral fibre Stillite materials 
are chemically inert and will not support any form of 


bacterial or fungal life. 


RESILIENT. Stillite does not settle to leave a void after 


installation and Stillite slabs retain their resilience indefinitely. 


THERMAL CONDUCTIVITY. ‘K’ values for Stillite 
material of given density over any required range of temperature 


willingly supplied on request. 


The following Stillite materials will interest you:—STILLITE mineral wool insulating mattresses and flexible sections 
for thermal and acoustic insulation of buildings. Stillite mineral wool and pelleted wool, Stillite pre-formed pipe 
sections. Stillite high efficiency filter pads. 


STILLITE PRODUCTS LTD., 15 WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W.I. + Tel.: WHItehall 0922/6 
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THE TREND IS 
TOWARDS 





Houses at The Hall, Blackheath. Roof and vertical tile-hung 
walls nailed with STONUM Aluminium Alloy Nails. 
Architect: Eric Lyons, F.R.I.B.A., M.S.1.A 


ALUMINIUM ALLOY NAILS 


As recommended in the current Standard Code of Practice 









for Slating and Tiling 


Even before Aluminium Alloy Nails were recommended in the Code of Practice for Slating and 
Tiling the increasing recognition of their advantages was reflected in the growing frequency of 
their use. The reasons are not far to seek. They are rustless and resistant to corrosion and as 
their corrosion resistance is not due to a surface coating it cannot be affected by damage during 
driving, as sometimes happens with galvanised nails. Used on roofs and for vertical tile-hung 
walls, Aluminium Alloy Nails retain their grip year in and year out. STONUM Aluminium 
Alloy Nails are obtainable in all standard types and sizes and can be supplied either in bulk in 
sacks, or in handy boxes of 1,000. 


STLONIUIM 


ALUMINIUM ALLOY NAILS 





THE 


J. STONE & COMPANY (Deptford) LTD. , 
Arklow Road, London, S.E.14 Telephone: Tideway 1202 V 
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pscrmeg Messrs. Farmer and ageT B.. : 
New Central Research Laboratories and Engineering 
Division for The Bowater Paper Corporation Limited 





Part of the extensive developments on the Thames 
Mill Site at Northfleet, Kent, of The Bowater 
Paper Corporation Limited, are the Central Re- 
search Laboratories and Engineering Division 
blocks. These have a combined floor space of $5,000 
sq. ft. served by acommon entrance hall (illustrated). 
The structures are based on a module of 3 ft. 4 in. 
in all planes, with a framework of highs welded 
steel and lightweight metal decking roof. Walls are 
almost entirely of glass with stainless steel trimming, 
and colour variation is obtained by asbestos panels 





sect behind. Floors are in 2-in. precast concrete and 
acoustic ceilings accommodate recessed lighting, With the experience of the past 
heating and ventilation grills. The colourful interior 


decoration combines individuality with breadth of 
design, while the exterior preserves the unity of the 
neighbouring production buildings. 


THE CUBITT GROUP OF COMPANIES build for the future 
UNITED KINGDOM AND OVERSEAS 














HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. - ONE QUEEN ANNE’S GATE + LONDON ° SW! T¢ 
TGA C243 
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1958 Design Gentre Award goes to a 





TOMKINSONS 











architect designed carpet 


‘For the second year running, a Design Centre award goes to a 


Tomkinsons Carpet. The winning pattern is ‘‘ Linked Design 13/ZA2”’ 
by Ward & Austin —‘‘ A first class contract carpet well suited to 
public places ’’ said the Judges. “Its distinguished architectural 
design, comprising interesting counterchanges of simple 

geometrical shapes, is never overpowering from whatever angle 

it is seen’’. This is one of a range of four related patterns by 

the same designer and is available in any two colour combinations 


for a minimum quantity of 100 yards. 


TOMKINSONS * LIMITED °: P.O. BOX 11 * KIDDERMINSTER * WORCS 
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Eye-level selection... ann a caution: 


Part of the permanent exhibition at the new Marley showrooms in Tottenham 


Court Road is devoted to roof tiles. Here, in leisurely comfort (and with experts 





handy if you should need them) you can make your choice from the widest range te, 
of roof tile colours in the world, in the five popular shapes: Plain, Anglia, Yeoman, 
Ludlow and Westwold. But it is only fair to warn you to allow plenty of tme—the }| __ 


ingenious arrangement of the many Marley products holds considerable attraction ... 


sy Be gmat 
mM @ & ss ‘ 
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Tiles will not laminate or decay for 50 


All Marley Roof Tiles are covered by the e M ARLEY “i 
Marley dual guarantee: 1. That Marley Roof tiles by the 
he 
lt tots ‘\ 








years. 2. When fixed by Marley craftsmen, com 
they will be maintained free for Io years. “ 
] 

THE MARLEY TILE COMPANY LTD., SEVENOAKS, KENT Telephone: SEVENOAKS 55255. was 
London showrooms: 25! Tottenham Court Road, W.| Not for an age, but for all time Con 

R.27 Liai 
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EDITORIAL 


Membership of Constitutional Committee 


At their meeting on 8 July, the Council appointed the 
following members to serve on the Constitutional Committee: 

The Honorary Secretary (Mr. Richard H. Sheppard [F]); 
the Honorary Treasurer (Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews [F]); 
the Chairman of the Allied Societies’ Conference (Mr. 
Norman H. Fowler [F]); the President of the Royal Incor- 
poration of Architects in Scotland (Mr. T. H. Thoms [F]); 
Mr. Hubert Bennett [F]; Mr. Denis Clarke Hall [F]; Mr. 
A. W. Cleeve Barr [A]; Mr. Bernard H. Cox [ZL]; Mr. R. O. 
Foster [F]; Mr. Edward Holman [F]; Mr. Arthur G. Ling [F]; 
Mr. J. H. Napper [F]; Mr. Thomas E. Scott [F]; Mr. Peter F. 
Shepheard [A]; Mr. John C. Stillman [A]; Mr. Thurston M. 
Williams [A]; Mr. L. Hugh Wilson [A]. 

The Committee held their first meeting on 17 July, at 
which Mr. Cleeve Barr was appointed Chairman. 

The Committee studied the various matters which had 
been remitted to them and agreed upon a programme of 
work. 


Leonard J. Currie 


On 9 July an informal discussion was held at the R.I.B.A. 
between a number of members and Professor Leonard J. 
Currie of the Department of Architecture of the Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute. Professor Currie showed slides 
depicting his work at the head of the Interamerican Housing 
and Planning Center, which he established in 1951 at Bogota, 
Colombia. 

As its name implies, this centre carries out a programme of 
research and training with the purpose of preparing tech- 
nicians to deal with the varied problems of low-cost housing 
undertaken on a large scale in the differing conditions of the 
Latin-American countries. The centre provides facilities for 
the training of architects and sociologists, and the students 
come from North and South America as well as other parts 
of the world. 

Professor Currie’s programme in this country, where he 
was spending only two days on his way to the Moscow 
Congress of the I.U.A., was arranged by the Colonial 
Liaison Section of the Building Research Station. 
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Exhibition at the Building Centre 

The first official duty of the new President of the R.I.B.A., 
Mr. Basil Spence, O.B.E., A.R.A., A.R.S.A., was to open on 
10 July an exhibition at the Building Centre of drawings 
submitted for the Cement Marketing Company’s com- 
petition for the design of a reinforced concrete factory 
building. 

Introducing the President, the Chairman of the Company, 
Mr. V. C. Ellison, referred to a lack of knowledge, generally 
speaking, by competitors about possible designs, applica- 
tions and properties of concrete, in particular how it could 
best be employed. He said it was not the architect’s job to be 
a builder or civil engineering contractor, but it was essential 
that he should know what these two people were capable of 
and how they could do it in the most economical way, and 
what the concrete products’ manufacturer could do for them 
all. He suggested that the Cement and Concrete Association 
who had the facilities should approach the R.I.B.A. and offer 
to run some courses on the points he had mentioned. 

The President in his speech said that concrete was a 
material that has had more to do with the development of 
modern architecture than any other single building product 
and that in concrete he thought the future of architecture 
must rest, although he sometimes quarrelled with the finishes 
that were used. 


Local Government Architects’ Society 

The Provisional Executive Committee of the new Society 
held its first meeting at the R.I.B.A. on 4 July at which the 
following were elected officers for the life of the committee: 
Chairman: T. M. Williams (London County Council), 
Vice-Chairman: J. Duxbury (Sunderland County Borough), 
Hon. Secretary: K. G. Jones (West Ham County Borough), 
Hon. Treasurer: J. T. Bell (Essex County Council). 

The Committee considered methods of working and 
agreed to form the following sub-Committees to consider 
(a) organisation and finance, (5) relations with other associa- 
tions and unions, and possible negotiations, (c) membership. 

It was also agreed that an additional sub-committee 
consisting of representatives of each of the above sub- 
committees should meet later to draft a constitution. 


361 








Sir Arthur Stephenson 


Sir Arthur Stephenson, C.M.G., M.C. [F], has been elected 
an Honorary Fellow of the American College of Hospital 
Administrators. The citation is as follows: ‘This award is 
made in recognition of your distinguished and creative 
service in hospital development not only in your own country 
and in the United States, but throughout the world.’ 

Sir Arthur will be coming to this country on a visit early 
in October. 


Architect Chairman of R.S.H. 


Mr. Donald A. Goldfinch, E.R.D. [F], Architect to the Bir- 
mingham Regional Hospital Board, has been elected Chair- 
man of the Council of the Royal Society of Health. This is 
the first time in over 30 years that the Society has elected 
an architect as chairman. Mr. Goldfinch is Chairman of the 
Public Health Committee of the I.U.A. 


Architects in Industry: R.I.B.A. Group 


At the invitation of the Ad Hoc Committee (Chairman: 
Mr. Richard Sheppard) twenty architects employed on the 
staffs of industrial companies met at the R.I.B.A. on 22 July, 
for an informal exchange of views and information with a 
view to improving the standard of industrial architecture. 
Mr. Stuart Bentley [F] took the chair, and architects attended 
from a wide variety of manufacturing companies and 
nationalised industries. Those present concluded that it 
was well werth appointing from among their number a 
small group who would go further into the matters discussed 
and report back to the main body. It was felt that such 
discussions and any considered judgments that resulted 
could form a valuable contribution to the work of the 
R.I.B.A. 

The small working group have had a preliminary meeting 
and have agreed as a first step to compile as comprehensive 
a list as possible of architects employed on the staffs of 
industrial companies. They are also collaborating with the 
Public Relations Committee. 

While this work has had, necessarily, to be initiated by a 
small group of workable size, the interest and collaboration 
of all architects similarly employed would be welcome; and 
any architects in industry who have a contribution to make 
are invited to get in touch with Mr. Stuart Bentley, c/o the 
R.1.B.A. 


A.R.C.U.K. 


The Architects Registration Council of the United Kingdom 
announces that by an Order dated 15 July 1958, Her Majesty’s 
Privy Council have approved amendments to Regulations 36 
and 37, whereby as from 1 January 1959, 

(a) the Admission Fee will be raised from 10s. to £1 (Regu- 
lation 36): 

(b) the Annual Retention Fee will be raised from £1 to 
£1 10s. (Regulation 37): and 

(c) the sum prescribed by way of penalty under Section 13(5) 
of the Architects Registration Act, 1931, will be raised from 
£2 to £3 (Regulation 37). 


The reasons for the increases are set out in the A.R.C.U.K. 
Annual Report, 1957-58. 
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Honour 


The exhibition ‘Architecture and You’ which was arranged 
by the Northern Architectural Association in conjunction 
with the Civic Trust during the British Architects’ Con/erence 
at Newcastle, was highly praised by all who saw ‘t. The 
exhibition was designed by Mr. Henry S. Wood, D.A,, 
Dip.T.P.(Edin.), A.M.T.P.I. [A]. Mr. Wood has since had 
the degree of M.A. conferred on him by the University of 
Durham. 


Exhibitions to be held next year 


On the invitation of the R.I.B.A. Professor Arne Jacobsen 
has agreed to prepare an exhibition of his work for showing 
at 66 Portland Place during February and March of next 
year. The exhibition will contain not only photographs and 
models of his architectural work but also furniture and 
fabrics. 

The Association of Chinese Architects have promised to 
provide an exhibition for showing in the late Spring of 1959, 
It is understood that this will illustrate fully the great classical 
tradition of Chinese architecture and town planning from 
earliest times and the contribution of the Chinese garden and 
its relation to architecture. There will also be sections showing 
present developments with particular reference to the work 
in Peking. 

An exhibition of Swiss architecture and engineering will be 
shown during October 1959. This will be one of a series of 
exhibitions which are being presented by the Swiss Govern- 
ment who are organising a Swiss Fortnight in this country. 


Part-time Day Release of Candidates for the R.I.B.A. 
Examinations 


The Council of the Royal Institute wish to bring to the 
notice of members of the R.I.B.A. the importance of allowing 
their staff part-time day release until they have completed 
their qualifications. 

Part-time day release should, as a minimum, be the same 
as that agreed between the Royal Institute and the Ministry 
of Labour and National Service in connection with deferment 
of national service. Under that scheme it is obligatory for 
employers to permit students part-time day release to the 
extent of not less than eight hours a week for the purpose 
of taking a course of instruction and/or private study in 
connection with preparation for their examinations. 


A.B.S. Ball 1958 


‘Old China’ is the title of the theme for the 1958 Ball which 
will be held at Grosvenor House on Wednesday 10 December. 

Tickets will cost £2 12s. each and application forms will 
be included in the October R.1.B.A. JOURNAL. Last year it 
was not possible to supply tickets for all those anxious to 
attend and the Ball organisers have this year arranged fora 
limited number of unreserved tables to be available on the 
balcony. Double tickets for architects only and their partners 
will be available for balcony tables at £4 4s. 

Anyone who wishes to make sure of securing tickets should 
send in without delay a reservation for either kind of ticket 
to Mr. C. J. Epril, 55 Pall Mall, S.W.1. A cheque covering 
the cost for the number of tickets required should be seat 
with the application. 
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Prince ?hilip now an Hon. F.R.I.A.S. 

H.R.H. The Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh was elected 
an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Incorporation of Architects 
in Scoviand at the Annual General Meeting in Edinburgh on 


31 May 1957. The Council of the R.I.A.S. were very gratified 
to receive a communication from Buckingham Palace stating 
that it would be convenient if His Royal Highness could 


receive the Honorary Fellowship during the Queen’s visit to 
Edinburgh in July 1958, and they felt that the Royal 
Incorporation was being very highly honoured indeed when 
it was subsequently arranged that His Royal Highness would 
visit 15 Rutland Square for the ceremony. 

The visit took place during the morning of Wednesday, 
2 July. The Duke was received by the President, Mr. 
Thomas H. Thoms [F], the immediate Past President, Mr. 
William McCrea [F] and the Secretary, Mr. Kenneth 
Macrae, W.S. The President conducted His Royal Highness 
upstairs to the Council Room, where Members of Council, 
Past Presidents and Honorary Fellows were waiting. 

The President delivered a short address of welcome and 
said how greatly honoured the Royal Incorporation was 
when His Royal Highness was pleased to accept the Honorary 
Fellowship. Prince Philip was the first member of the Royal 
Family to become an Honorary Fellow, but the Queen was 
the well-beloved Patron of the R.I.B.A., to which the Royal 
Incorporation was allied in bonds of friendship and common 
causes. The President went on to outline the history of the 
R.L.A.S. and then asked the Duke to accept a diploma, 
which had been specially commissioned for the occasion. 

The Duke said in reply that he was delighted to receive the 
Honorary Fellowship. ‘I don’t pretend to have any archi- 
tectural ability or experience,’ he said, ‘but I am very good 
at one thing—at arguing with architects. Not being an archi- 
tect I do not know how architects think, but there is one 
thing I hope—that you will never lose sight of the tremendous 
influence that architects have on everyday life. I think it is 
worth remembering that, when you look around, everything 
that has not been made by God has probably been perpe- 
trated by an architect. Some people get excited about great 
painters or sculptors or musicians, but the really only 
practical artists in life are architects. If you do not like a 
picture you can turn it to the wall or not look at it, but you 
cannot avoid the work of the architect. He is always there.’ 
The Duke concluded by reminding the members that there 
was a tremendous opportunity in the future for bodies such 
as the Royal Incorporation. 

After signing the Visitors’ Book, the Duke had an informal 
chat with several of the architects present in which he showed 
a great interest in the problems of architects. 


Junior Liaison Committee 

The next meeting sponsored by the Junior Liaison Com- 
mittee has been arranged by the Institute of Builders to be 
held at 48 Bedford Square, on 15 October, at 6.30 p.m. It 
will take the form of a discussion on the subject of ‘Work 
Study and the Building Team’, and it is intended that the 
topic will be discussed from a viewpoint which will be of equal 
interest to architects, quantity surveyors and builders. Those 
attending will be invited to take part. Any younger members 
Who are interested should write to the Secretary, R.I.B.A., 
for tickets, the latest date for application being 8 October. 
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Arrangements for the Session 1958-59 


The new session opens on 21 October with a lecture on 
‘Progress in Hospital Planning’ by Mr. R. Llewelyn Davies, 
M.A. [F] and Mr. John Weeks [A] of the Nuffield Founda- 
tion’s Division for Architectural Studies. 

On 4 November the President will deliver his Inaugural 
Address, present the London Architecture Bronze Medal and 
unveil the portrait of Mr. Kenneth M. B. Cross, M.A., D.C.L., 
Past President. 

On 25 November a lecture on ‘Fire Protection’ will be 
given by Mr. Eric L. Bird, M.B.E., M.C. [A], and Mr. S. D. 
Studd. 

On 9 December, Mr. Percy Johnson-Marshall, A.M.T.P.L. 
[A] will give a talk on ‘Comprehensive Redevelopment’. 

On 16 December there will be a discussion on ‘In Situ 
Concrete Finishes’. 

The first meeting in 1959, on 6 January, at which the 
Award of Prizes and Studentships will be announced, will be 
a Special General Meeting. (It will be remembered that at 
the A.G.M. on 6 May, it was agreed that a Special General 
Meeting should be called to report progress on the points 
raised in the motion moved by Mr. A. Cleeve Barr [A].) 

On 13 January there will be a discussion on ‘Suspended 
Ceilings’. 

On 20 January, the R.I.B.A. will hold a joint meeting with 
the Institution of Civil Engineers at their headquarters at 
Great George Street, S.W.1, at 5.30. Papers will be given by 
Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, O.B.E., A.R.I.C.S. [F], and 
Mr. Ove Arup.* 

On 3 February the President will deliver his Address to 
Students, after which Mr. Edward D. Mills [F] will give the 
Criticism of work submitted for Prizes and Studentships, 
followed by the presentation of Prizes. 

On 17 February, Mr. N. Keith Scott, M.A., B.Arch. [A] 
will give a talk entitled ‘An Architect looks at America’. 

On 19 and 20 February, a second Symposium on ‘Labora- 
tories’ will be held. 

On 10 March a lecture on ‘Royal Palaces in England from 
Norman to Victorian Times’ will be given by Mr. John 
Charlton, M.A., F.S.A. 

On 17 March, Mr. Bryan Westwood [F], Mr. Louis Erdi 
[F] and Professor S. R. Sparkes, M.Sc., Ph.D., M.I.C.E., 
M.I1.Struct.E., will speak on ‘Hostels, Hotels and Motels’. 

On 7 April, the Presentation of the Royal Gold Medal 
will take place. 

On 21 April Mr. J. Clancey and Mr. A. J. M. Tolhurst [A] 
will speak on ‘Sanitation within Buildings’. 

On 5 May, The Annual General Meeting will be held. 

On 22 May there will be a Symposium on Urban Renewal 
called ‘The Living Town’. 

On 26 May Mr. Bryan H. Harvey will speak on ‘Early 
Industrial Architecture’. 

On 16 June, the Election Results will be announced 
followed by a discussion on ‘Professional Status’. 


Design Pays 

The report of the Symposium on the Private Enterprise House 
and its Setting under the title ‘Design Pays’ held at the 
R.I.B.A. on 2 May is available at 5s. a copy post free on 
application to the Secretary, R.I.B.A. 


* See Mr. Jefferiss Mathews’ letter on page 391. 
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Street elevation: The facing bricks were chosen to harmonise with the adjoining 18th-century houses 


Brunel House, Cheyne Walk, Chelsea 
Architects: Edward Armstrong [F] and Frederick MacManus [F] 


THIS BUILDING, designed for Chelsea 
Borough Council, was awarded the Lon- 
don Architecture Bronze Medal for 1957. 

The threatened demolition of Georgian 
houses in the western part of Cheyne Walk, 
Chelsea, was the subject of vigorous 
controversy some years ago. As a result 
of this it was decided only to redevelop the 
site to the east of these houses, then occu- 


pied by a petrol station and a pair of 


Victorian houses. 

The problem consisted of planning 
homes for the higher income group which 
would provide the convenience and ameni- 
ties of present-day standards while having 
elevations in harmony with the adjoining 
buildings. As in the 18th century, the design 
of the new building has been determined by 
the acceptance of contemporary planning 
needs and building technique. Harmony, 
therefore, with the adjoining 18th-century 
buildings has been achieved, not by re- 
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production, but rather by keeping the 
design of the new building equally simple 
in character and in scale with the old, by 
keeping window head and parapet walls as 
closely as practicable in line, and by using 
similar facing materials. 

It was also considered important that 
the frequent vertical elevational emphasis, 
or division, provided by the narrow- 
fronted houses, should be maintained in 
the new building. This emphasis has been 
attained by planning the flats in ‘series’ 
rather than the usual ‘handed pairs’. 

The site, which has a southerly aspect 
and extensive river views, has a frontage 
(extending eastwards from No. 107 Cheyne 
Walk to the corner of Milman’s Street) of 
about 127 ft. 

The adjoining houses are of simple 
Georgian character, three storeys high 
with an attic in the roof, brick-fronted and 
with wooden windows. 


The new building is of three storeys (of 
similar height to the adjoining houses) 
containing nine 4-room flats with a set- 
back penthouse storey containing three 
3-room flats, making a total of twelve flats, 
The flats are planned in ‘series’ to provide 
a narrower elevational unit, and they are 
approached on the north side from wide 
access galleries which lead from a stairs 
hall on each floor served by a passenger 
lift large enough to accommodate prams. 
Gallery access was adopted as it permitted 
the ‘series’ type of flat plan. 

The building has been planned on a 
slight convex curve to Cheyne Walk. This 
not only allows it to be set back in the road 
from the general frontage line of the 
buildings on either side, but also aligns the 
eastern end of the new building with those ol 
the Cremorne estate behind. The raised fore- 
court of Cheyne Walk brings the ground 
floor level with the adjoining houses. 
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Cost Control at the Design Stage 


Summary of evidence examined by the R.I.B.A. Cost Research Committee 


INTRODUCTION 


The view that effective cost control systems 
have yet to be established in general design 
practice was put forward by the Institute’s 
Cost Research Committee in their interim 
and full reports.* In reaching this conclu- 
sion the committee had before them evi- 
dence on methods of cost control used 
by architects and the opinions of 
quantity surveyors, consulting engineers and 
builders that were believed to represent 
existing practice in a reasonably compre- 
hensive way. The committee here publishes 
a summary of this evidence, to inform 
members of development in this aspect of 
architecture and in the hope that it may 
stimulate further acquisition and exchange 
of knowledge. 

Part I summarises the experience and 
opinions that were put to the committee. 
Part II describes some cost control methods 
used in individual offices. Part III contains 
a synopsis of five articles dealing with the 
general principles of cost control. A fuller 
bibliography of articles on cost studies, in 
chronological order but unclassified, is in 
the committee’s records, and copies can 
be obtained on request from the R.I.B.A. 


PART 4. 
OPINION 


EXPERIENCE AND 


The Client 


In the evidence given to the committee, 
there was rather more emphasis on the 
need for architects to inform their clients 
on cost questions, than on the difficulties 
that clients cause for cost control. Lack of 
cost information available to the profession 
was the main topic under this heading. 
Whether architects are given a cost limit 
to work to or whether they are given an 
indication of the accommodation required 
(with or without a cost limit) it was felt 
that they should be able to forecast the one 
in terms of the other much more reliably 
than at present. 

Two private architects with fairly large 
practices said that they submitted detailed 
estimated cost figures with their sketch 
designs—one in the form of a sketch cost 
plan showing how it was proposed to 
distribute the money among the elements 
of the building. Evolution of the sketch 
design in discussion with the client was 
accompanied by corresponding adjust- 
ments to the expenditure distribution. 
This procedure put discussion on a realistic 
basis and greatly improved confidence 
between architect and client. 

There was some indication that archi- 
tects should take more account of the 
client’s financial considerations, such as 
cost of land, loss of income during con- 


* See the R.1.B.A. JOURNAL of May 1957 and February 1958. 
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struction, running and maintenance charges 
and so forth, but here again there were 
complaints of the lack of information 
available to the profession. 


Design 


Opinion was almost unanimous that in the 
phase entirely under the architect's control, 
the design phase, there was considerable 
scope for giving greater value for money. 
Most agreed that this should be achieved 
by a more thorough and detailed working 
out of construction relative to methods of 
erection on the site, hand in hand with 
some form of cost planning. It was to be 
noticed in the evidence heard that those 
with little or no experience of cost planning 
were more sceptical of its possibilities than 
those who had used the method. They 
thought that ‘there were too many impon- 
derables’ and that variations in builders’ 
pricing methods could be ‘very misleading’ 
when comparing one analysis with another 
or when using analyses to set cost targets 
for design. Several expressed the view that 
cost planning was a workable tool only for 
those offices which handled more than one 
example of a building type. 

It appears that few quantity surveyors 
have charged an extra fee for assisting in 
the preparation of cost plans or for the 
abstraction of analyses from priced bills, 
but there was a feeling among surveyors 
that where a lot of work was entailed an 
extra fee would be merited. The increased 
time taken by the architect in preparing 
and working to cost plans was men- 
tioned, sometimes as a reason for not 
using the method, but those with exper- 
ience remarked that cost planning brings 
about a more thorough and complete 
working out of the design and at an earlier 
stage, than is normal practice. It tends to 
produce a more full and truly representative 
set of tender documents and may reduce or 
even abolish the post-tender trimming of 
designs to bring them within the client’s 
means. 

In discussion on the problems of in- 
formation, it was suggested that there 
should be published a quarterly index of 
the costs of various building types. There 
is also a need for a more sensitive and 
accurate method of bringing prices up-to- 
date than is afforded by the various 
published cost of building indices. 


Practice 


The main theme under this heading was 
that of conveying information to con- 
tractors. A number of those giving evidence 
thought present methods inadequate for 
the builders to understand architects’ 
intentions or to price as keenly as they 
might, particularly if the work was un- 
familiar, or specially designed for economy. 
There was agreement that builders should 


be given drawings as well as the bill of 
quantities on which to tender. Apart from 
sending the working drawings with the bij] 
two approaches to this problem were shown 
to the committee. One is to prepare separate 
drawings for each separate operation op 
site (e.g. brickwork; windows and doors: 
electrical installation, etc.), so that the 
builder may price, or sub-let and administer 
the work more conveniently. The other js 
to draw the estimator’s attention to items 
of repetitive work (e.g. concrete shuttering: 
windows, etc.) by measuring them in the 
bill in a way that is more fitted to the 
builders’ costing methods. In this cop. 
nection there was some criticism of out-of. 
date methods in the Standard Method of 
Measurement. On the elemental bill of 
quantities (i.e. where items are grouped 
according to the elements of cost analysis) 
opinions were mixed. One architect and 
one quantity surveyor who had used them 
felt that the advantages outweighed the 
difficulties and reported that although site 
agents like them, estimators found pricing 
them more difficult than with trade bills, 
It was emphasised that in making experi- 
ments of the kind mentioned, builders 
should be fully consulted. 

One consulting engineer (services) sug- 
gested that it should be the custom for 
consultants to take off their own quantities 
and that if supplied with measured bilk 
as a general practice, specialist sub-con- 
tractors would probably give lower tenders 
than without bills. 


Conclusion 


Although the committee received evidence 
from a comparatively small number of 
people, they formed the opinion that 
evidence from a greater number of people 


would only have confirmed what they had | 


heard. 


PART 2. COST CONTROL 
METHODS 


Introduction 


A number of architects and quantity sur- 
veyors employ procedures or techniques 0! 
control over the cost of their building 
which differ from those of ordinary custom. 
While cost control is in its present explor:- 
tory phase the committee think it would b 
useful to pass on to the profession I 
formation about such methods for thos 
who might make further use of it, an 
thus add perhaps to the common fund 0 
experience. The committee therefore 1 
vited a number of architects and surveyos 
to explain their methods and a number 0! 
these are described below. The committe 
wish to thank all those who gave evidenc, 
whether in writing or in person, for thet 
help. 
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LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL: Single stack plumbing. A typical information sheet used by the L.C.C. 


that buildings in all schemes conform to the same standards of design 


MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 


Information supplied by Anthony 
Pott [A], Chief Architect, and James 
Nisbet, A.R.I.C.S., Principal Quan- 
tity Surveyor 


Cost Analysis 

The method described here was developed 
for use by the M.O.E. on its own projects 
and was published in Building Bulletin 4 
(1951) revised edition (1957) for use by 
local authorities and others engaged on 
school building. It is essentially a method 
of comparing costs and of studying the 
distribution of money among the various 
elements of a building. 

An element is a part of a_ building 
related to the way an architect builds up 
his design, e.g. foundations; external walls; 
roof; floor finishes; heating installation, 
etc. The cost analysis of a building shows 
the cost of each of these elements expressed 
as shillings and pence per sq. ft. of floor 
area and may be abstracted from a priced 
bill of quantities. A simple ratio, area or 
number expresses the quantity of each 
element and brief specification notes, the 
quality. Cost per sq. ft. of floor was chosen 
because it is usually a reasonable measure 
of accommodation and it allows com- 
parison of buildings of different sizes and 
methods of construction through a common 
denominator. 

This kind of cost breakdown allows the 
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architect to relate the cost of an element 
to the function it performs; to compare the 
same element in different buildings and to 
plan the cost of new projects. 


Cost Planning 


Cost planning is a method of controlling 
the distribution of money during the 
design process. It begins with the first 
sketch design and requires the cost 
analysis of one or two previous buildings 
of a similar type to the one being designed— 
preferably buildings with which architect 
and quantity surveyor are familiar. In- 
formation on the quantity, quality and 
cost of each element in the analysis is used 
to set a cost target for each element in the 
projected building. For example:— 


The Cost Analysis may give: 


External walls 
ratio 


0-350 


cost per sq.ft. specification 


3s. Od. 


The Cost Plan might be: 
External walls 
ratio from sketch design: 0-400 


11 in. cavity wall, one skin common brickwork, om 
skin facings at 120s. per M. 


housing architects. Sheets of this kind ensure 


Architect and quantity surveyor work 
together in calculating targets like this and 
in formulating the whole cost plan. The 
more detailed working out of the design 
then proceeds, the architect studying 
various possibilities for the material and 
method of construction of each element 





Each possibility is priced on preliminary | 
sketch drawings—by the quantity sur} 
veyor or by quotations from suppliers and 
sub-contractors—and its price compared 
with the target sum allowed. If more than 
the target, a cheaper alternative may lb 
considered, or the target increased } 
compensating reductions in other targe| 
sums. If less than the target, the spar 
money is allotted elsewhere. Periodi 
adjustments and checks on the cost plat 





therefi t per ft. i = — a8. Sd. 
1erefore cost per sq. ft. increasec ay. Sa. 
a 0-350 
But architect requires thermal insulation to be 
improved and better external appearance. This is | 
assessed at plus 123 per cent 3s. Sd. + 124 per cent = 3s. 10é 


(target price) 
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L.c.c.: Cost analyses. Cost analyses of eleven-sto 


rey slab blocks in four different L.C.C. housing schemes. The element costs, expressed in 


four different ways, and adjusted to a common date provide cost guidance in the design of new schemes 


give an assurance that the total target sum 
is not exceeded and provided no excep- 
tional tendering conditions occur, the 
tenders should not cause last-minute 
changes of specification to elements where 
they are least desirable such as floor 
finishes. It has been found that cost 
planning of this kind adds, but not 
appreciably, to the time taken to design 
a building, but there is a saving in not 
having to prepare reduction bills and agree 
them with the successful tenderer. 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL: 
HOUSING DIVISION 


Evidence submitted by 
A. W. Cleeve Barr [A] 


Three stages of control 


A first stage of cost control is in the prior 
approval of type plans of dwellings by 
L.C.C. Committees and the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government. Thus 
approval of schemes need only be con- 
cerned with the assembly of types into 
blocks and the layout of the blocks on the 
site. Costs of various ways of assembling 
types have been worked out and are taken 
into account when schemes are designed. 
_A second stage is in investigation of the 
‘financial result’? of a scheme—what rate 
contribution it will require for support. In 
this the factors are: cost of land, intricacies 
of the subsidy system, class of tenant, rates 
policy of the local authority and capital 


SEPTEMBER 1958 


cost. For example, two- and three-storey 
blocks are cheaper to build than multi- 
storey, but earn no subsidy. The subsidy 
on multi-storey varies with height but not 
uniformly. 

A third stage is in the standard speci- 
fication used throughout the Division, 
giving uniformity of standards. The 
Development Section investigates such 
problems as ventilation ducts, roof screeds, 
plumbing, etc., and issues information 
sheets of recommended methods for them. 
The Materials Bureau tests materials and 
helps the Development Section to design 
such items as doors, hoppers, drying 
cabinets and heating appliances in colla- 
boration with manufacturers, which are 
then bulk purchased at an economical 
price. 


Cost investigation 


The Cost Investigation section of the 
Quantity Surveyors’ Division makes com- 
parative analyses of schemes to reveal the 
more costly items and the major cost 
variations between one type of block and 
another. 


Picton Street 


For this housing scheme the nominated 
contractor was appointed at the design 
stage and a maximum total target cost for 
the whole scheme was agreed. The sum 
was equal to the normal provisional 
estimate based on type plans_ using 


traditional construction. It was divided 
into targets for each block and then for 
each element in each block. Architects, 
engineer, quantity surveyor and con- 
tractor, working as a team, then made 
detailed studies for alternative construction 
and erection methods, the cost of each 
being compared with the target price. 
When methods had been agreed an actual 
cost (prime cost) type of contract was 
signed and as work proceeded on site, 
actual costs were recorded. It was part of 
the contract that any saving made would 
be shared between client and contractor. 


Schools’ Division 

This Division is at present preparing to 
put into operation a form of control 
similar to that described above for the 
Ministry of Education. Apart from this, 
control consists of such measures as 
limiting the area per place and the pro- 
portion of circulation space and of pre- 
paring detailed price studies of alternative 
types of construction. One notable experi- 
ment was put into a single contract, five 
primary schools of the same form of con- 
struction but in different parts of London. 
This has reduced tender prices and the 
experiment is to be extended. 


Quantity Surveyors’ Division 
A special group of quantity surveyors in 


this Division prices the bills of L.C.C. jobs 
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exactly as if they were working for a 
contractor, to produce comparable esti- 
mates of a fair market price. This informa- 
tion is used to judge the acceptability of 
the lowest tender. It also reveals excessive 
fluctuations and the comparability of 
builders’ tenders. 

Other cost controls exist in the Council’s 
rule that comparisons between tender and 
preliminary estimate must be made when 
tenders are submitted to committee and 
that the cost of a variation must be 
estimated before a variation order is 
issued. 


GEORGE WIMPEY AND CO. LTD. 
Information supplied by E. V. Collins [A] 
Organisation 


This section describes the cost control 
methods of a large building contractor’s 
company with its own architects’ depart- 
ment. The firm employs about 130 archi- 
tects, 5O structural engineers and 60 
quantity surveyors. 

The first response to a commission to 
design and build is a meeting of senior 
architects, engineers, quantity surveyors 
and estimators to consider the project and 
decide how it shall be tackled. Policy and 
information notes of this meeting are then 
prepared by the architects and circulated 
to all departments that will be concerned, 
together with a ‘design-estimate pro- 
gramme’. This is a programme chart on 
which each department enters the time 
needed for its part of the work in designing 
the project, collecting information, getting 
approvals and so forth. The designing then 
proceeds and is guided by a thick fools- 
cap document called the ‘design-estimate 
record’ which is both an exceptionally 
detailed check list and a record of all the 
information needed to complete the design. 
The first section with 16 headings sets 
out the client’s instructions; the second 
with 10 headings gives information on 
services; the third has 18 headings of 
specification notes, and the fourth lists all 
the working drawings, schedules and the 
company’s departmental approvals. The 
document is partly filled in before work 
starts on the design and partly during the 
design work to record decisions as to 
methods and materials. Its meticulous 
detail ensures that few items are forgotten 
and that decisions are known to all and will 
appear consistently on all contract docu- 
ments and drawings. 


Information 


A good deal of the information that might 
normally go on to drawings is presented 
on schedules of standard drawing size. 
Doors, windows, finishes, electrical instal- 
lation, plumbing, metalwork, pre-cast 
concrete, heating and hot water installa- 
tions are treated in this way. Schedules are 
prepared after the 1/8th scale drawings 
and they too act as check lists helping to 
speed decisions. 

Apart from these organisational aids to 
cost control, architects and engineers can 
draw on cost information in the form of 
Output rates for different kinds of site 
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DESIGN - ESTIMATE PROGRAMME 


ARCHITECTS DEPT. 

















Date: Job No. 7 
0-£.8. 2S. 4. $7 Woo 
Job Name: 
Mudtv - alvoren, N.F. hhaceovsltec 
Sets RL, TWI/EE-A, ROS, RNG/EWiet, DLW/RAP, CIB, Pc, 
F.Ww.S, R. Barres, D.W. Meolhiad, GS. Viclens , RW. P, IRI, yV.F.c.c, 


Laboratory, Pvc /ueF/9.4.6, J.B, V.5.P.@), AEF), 





Estimate required by 





Ak. Decabev, \as7. 


rr. fev Pana ds | 
Weal. 








a 
é 
3 
g 
= 
e 
< 


z\- 


GEORGE WIMPEY AND CO. LTD.: Above 
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A ‘design-estimate programme’. 
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operation. There are: weekly returns from 
sites giving the profit or loss on plant, 
labour and supervision costs as compared 
with original estimates. Monthly returns 
give the same information but include 
materials. Figures are presented either in 
terms of bill items or stages of the work. 
This information is expensive to collect 
but worth it, for with the ability to design 
for specific methods of erection and types 
of mechanical aid, the architects have 
much more precise guidance in choosing 
methods of construction and detailing 
than if they were in private practice. 
Moreover they are less exposed to the 
hazards of delay and change of plan. In 
giving evidence to the Committee, the 
company’s architect said that he suffered 
no interference with his freedom as a 
designer. 


BRUNTON, BADEN HELLARD AND 
BOOBYER 


Evidence submitted by 

R. Baden Hellard [A] 
The problem 
This small to medium size private practice 
experienced the common difficulty of 
getting reasonable tender prices for small 
jobs using unconventional types of con- 
struction specified to reduce costs. They 
had also been commissioned to design 
some experimental buildings to  incor- 
porate new and untried materials in order 
to compare them with their conventional 
equivalents. It was clear that neither of 
these problems could be solved with 
customary types of drawings, quantities or 
tendering procedure. 


The method 


The method tried was to prepare a set of 
drawings corresponding to the main site 
operations, each drawing showing all and 
only the information required for one 
‘operation’, e.g. brickwork; roof con- 
struction; electrical installation, etc. Be- 
sides the actual drawing, each sheet 
contained a panel of specification notes 





and in some cases measurements of 
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quantity for tendering and I 





ordering with cash columns 
for the tender prices. 
Quantities were shown, not 
according to the Standard 
Method of Measurement, 
but in a way suited to con- 
tractors’ method of pricing. 
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negative prints, suitably 
erased and added to for the 
other sheets. 


The results 


Once contractors have got used to the 
unfamiliar presentation of information 
and are able to adjust their pricing methods, 
operational drawings have yielded more 
precise and rational pricing. The break- 
down of the total tender into separate 
operational costs allows a more or less 
straightforward comparison of the same 
operation in different jobs and provides 
information for cost planning and approxi- 
mate estimating. But perhaps the most 
striking result is the effect on the archi- 
tect’s own organisation. To put all the 
information for an operation on one sheet 
avoids the duplication of conventional 
drawings and specification writing and 
helps towards completeness of the |in- 
formation, for operational check lists’/can 
be compiled. Standardised presentation 
simplifies the keeping of drawing office 
time records and the programming of 
assistants’ time. Lettering by typewriter 
has also been found to save time. 
Another consequence of having all the 
information on one sheet, is that tendering 
and management of sub-contracted work is 
more straightforward and clearly defined. 


DECK LEVEL 
& S : Ke * { en pe a | 




















1&5 


PERSON 





BRUNTON, BADEN HELLARD AND BOOBYER: An 
example of an ‘operational’ drawing. A set of 
these, each one covering the work of one 
operation, showing specification notes and in 
some cases quantities, forms the working 
drawings for a project 


The method of cost control here 
described has been used so far only on 
jobs of modest size, where each operation 
will go on to one sheet. This might not be 
possible for larger works. Another problem 
is that contractors take some time, and 
persuasion, to realise fully the simplifica- 
tion of the method. Experience has shown 
that they must be consulted from an 
early stage in a project if it is to work 
properly in the contract stage. 


SHEFFIELD CITY COUNCIL: THE 
PARK HILL SCHEME 


Information supplied by 
J. L. Womersley [F], City Architect 
The Problem 


Cost control methods here described were 
adopted for the design of 976 dwellings in 
blocks of 4 to 13 storeys, on a sloping 
site at a density of 200 habitable rooms 
per acre. The dwellings were in the form 
of flats and maisonettes alternating ver- 
tically in the blocks. The aim was to make 


ABOVE DECK 


Weczxcxxczaraz 


, BRE 
ZY 


| BR2 
























MAISONETTES 


PARK HILL, SHEFFIELD: Plans of the basic unit of flats and maisonettes, showing the repetition of kitchen and bathroom units within an r.c. structut 
which itself was designed to allow repetition of shuttering 
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the financial consequences of the scheme 
broadiy comparable to those of two-storey 


housinz on the periphery of the city. 
Hence «n average target price per dwelling 
was set at £2,000. This was in 1955. 


Plannin, and Costing 


The aims were: as much repetition as 
possibic in kitchens, bathrooms and stair- 
cases; use Of a wide ‘deck’ access which 
was believed (and has since been proved) 
to be a cheap form allowing economy in 
the number of lifts; repetitive structural 
system allowing economy in shuttering 
and standardised plumbing installations. 
A basic three-storey four-dwelling unit 
was designed with close collaboration 
between architect, engineer and quantity 
surveyor. Approximate bills of measure- 
ment were taken off in a form enabling 
comparisons of alternative materials and 
types of construction to be made. The 
breakdown was partly into elements and 
partly into features of the construction. 
Final choice of method or material was 
made in the light of approximate estimates 
or quotations from specialists, the total 
working out at an average of £2,360 
per dwelling, including central heating, 
‘Garchey’ refuse disposal, site layout and 
fees. The City Treasurer then made an 
appraisal which suggested that financially 
the Park Hill scheme in the city centre 
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PARK HILL, SHEFFIELD: One of the drawings 
bound in with the bill of quantities showing 
r.c. work. These were included to make clear 
design economies and to help contractors price 
the work accurately and realistically. 


was to be preferred to a two-storey estate 
on the outskirts of the City. 


Contract Documents 


Working drawings were prepared with 
exceptional thoroughness and complete- 
ness. Bills of quantities were set out in a 
way that enabled tenderers to take account 
of design economies in their pricing. Two 
supplementary bills were included dealing 
with the timber and concrete elements in 
the scheme, drawings of the various types 
of components and the number of repeats 
being included. 


Tenders 


Tenders were received on October 1956 
and the lowest were well within the esti- 
mated cost given in March 1955. 


T. P. BENNETT AND SON 


Information supplied by 
Sir Thomas Bennett [F] 


Sketch Design 


Alternative designs are prepared. For 
offices these might show different arrange- 
ments of blocks of varying numbers of 
floors and depths of office space; for 
factories they might show alternative 
arrangements of roof and column spacing. 
Costs of the alternative estimates are 
prepared by quantity surveyors and by the 
firm, but figures are not in the first instance 
given to the client. Instead, the schemes 











. ‘ Transom 7 
Window | . Window . <¢ & External Internal Cost 
Ref. type Cill eepaa Mullion —— Apron Skin £ 
A/20 Ali. sash Ali. Wood 8 in. by 74 in. | Structural 4 in. 4in. con- 77 
No. required | 6ft. 3 in. by | Art Stone floor faced Empire crete 
203 | 6 ft. 3 in. art stone Stone block 
A 2l Ali. sash Ali. Wood 8 in. by 74 in. | Structural 3 in. 9 in. brick 80 
6 ft. 3 in. by Art stone floor faced Portland 
6 ft. 3 in. art stone stone 
A 22 Ali. sash Ali. Wood 8 in. by 74 in.| Structural Facing 4in. con- 68 
6 ft. 3 in. by Art stone floor faced brick crete 
6ft. 3in. art stone block 
A 23 6 ft. 10 in. by Ali. Wood 3 in. Port- | 9 in. brick 89 
6 ft. 3 in. | land 
stone 
slabs 
A 24 6ft. 10in. by} Ali. Wood 4in. Nib- 44in. fac- | 44 in. brick! 64 
6 ft. 3 in. faced art ing brick 
stone 
C/20 Ali. sash Ali. Wood Structural Qin. floor (44 in. fac- | 44 in. brick) 54 
No. required | 6ft. 3 in. by column slab ing brick 
351 6 ft. 3 in. cement cement 
paint paint 
C/21 6 ft. 10 in. by Ali. Wood Cement 4} in. fac- 44 in. brick 64 
6 ft. 3 in. paint ing brick 
4 in. con- 
crete Nib 
C/22 6 ft. 10 in. by Ali. Wood ~ 9 in. floor /44 in fac- 44 in. brick! 63 
6 ft. 3 in. slab and ing brick 
cement 
paint 
C/23 6 ft. 3 in. by Ali. Wood Aluminium 4in. con- 44 in. fa 44 in. brick 60 
6 ft. 3 in. plate crete Nib ing brick 
and 
cement 
paint 








T. P. BENNETT AND SON: Portion of a drawing showing a number of alternative methods of 
constructing external wall panels in a framed building. These alternatives are priced by the 


quantity surveyor as shown in table above 
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APPROXIMATE ESTIMATE COST BREAKDOWN a 
Schedule of alternatives placed before the client job =TECIUREAL COLLEGE WORKINGS enchant el _— 
| 
; : . é Area within External Walls 6,345 sq. ft. PR. 130 Completion Apr |, 1955 | 
Basic standard construction and contingencies as Min sas — : 
Estimate, March 1952 : he 3 312,000 ee a a 
Items taken from original Estimate dated March SUMMARY Percentage Cost of Cost per 
1952:— ae —— - of Nett Item sc. ft. 
, SERIAL ELEMENT Cost £ s. d. 
1. Normal air raid shelter 7,500 ) 13,000 : —— . — — - - 
Extra for Grade A 5,500 / ; 1-2 Preliminaries. . sd s zn 14:5 3,032 9 63 
2. Additional Portland Stone facings increased to 30,000 3-13 | Building Shell 55°5 11,612 36 7} 
3. External entrance marble 14-18 | Finishes and Fittings ne ee 6-6 1,382 . | 
wall lining 5,000 19-27 Services a ts 23-4 4 871 a 15 4&4 
reduced 8.000 - -- aot = cee | 
4. Entrance door and sur- to ’ DETAILS = } 7 | 
rounding 5,000 1 Preliminaries and Insurances ne EP 14°5 3,032 9 6 | 
5. Bronze windows on ground floor revert to 2 Contingencies ee a . ee —_  -— 
, : a =i 
steel, omit extra of £3,000 .. a ae nil ‘ bite nisnieined .. 7 7 ae — <4 
6. Double windows to directors’ rooms 2,000 4 Coane 22-8 4754 15 0 ; 
Double windows to offices, Floor C .. 2,000 aoe x 
5 Upper Floor and Staircases. . we se — _ _ 
¥. —— railings revert to wrought and cast — ‘ Sisiniihiiaaaitie, - - - Tee a 2 7 
. , . 7 Roof Lights .. <5 + &% as —_ aes a 
8. Hardwood strip flooring, floating acer = 
floors, extra screeds, etc., in- 8 External Walls and Cladding .. 4-6 968 3 0} | 
creased to is “s is 13,500 | 9 Windows and External Doors = ae 5:9 _ : 242 : 311 | 
9. Rubber substituted for hard- 12.500 es bos = mee: 
wood strip in general offices ’ 10 External Glazier ac ae < _— “4 _f 22 7 0} | 
saving “ - = 1,000 11 | Internal Partitions including Glass - 2:6 | 538 1 8 | 
10. Rubber flooring in corridor increased to .. 800 12 interne! Doors tncksding Glas... 7 ~ ae | sae 1 8 “| 
8a. Terrazzo and marble floor finishes, item 8a, 13 WC: Partitions and! Doors = - ie ae ih a 
increased to 6,500 — ot, coe ere | 
14 Wall Finishes nf a oe oe “> —_ a : 
: , | ae ee. se as) 
is Terrazzo treads, risers and dados to stairs, 45 Stane Matlinn and Shivrtng 7 7 35 742 24 | 
increased to ‘ a a : 3,500 a Soe (eS [ae sal 
12. Marble on main stairs, ground to first, in- ” Coiling Finishes 60 es wee = ea ae 
creased to ty : 2,000 17 Decorations .. res i as ye 1:8 371 72 | 
13. Terrazzo or tiled wall linings to lavatories 18 Fittings re 6 | = 0 _| 
generally and marble to directors’ lavatories 19 Plumbing (External). . . » m 2 43. 3 | 
Entrance hall and lift lobbies increased to 11,000 pes - poe) nee Seer eee eal 
Tiling in lieu of paint in boiler rooms reported 20 Plumbing (Sanitary Fittings) 2 ee... % | 
27 July .. hee Les ee ee .° 500 21 Plumbing (Internal) .. ee ia és 5 97 3} OC GRENE 
Tiling in lieu of paint in all upper floor plant Ene Perera eee ee a the qu 
rooms, switch rooms and lift motor rooms, 22 Heating and Ventilating Installation 11-9 2,483 7 I pap Bice 
reported 27 July 1,000 23 Electrical Installation a Cee 6:5 1,355 4 3} 
- seas a - 3 oma fl 
16. Tiling to floor of kitchens with floor channels 1,500 24 Gas Installation as - Ss a Ss | 54 2 | GRE) 
menione ———_|—_______|_____ HA 
25 Drai ee, ee ee : BS 
408,300 iasiaen DS Inf 
—— 26 External Building Works .. $a nr — | — — Joh 
T. P. BENNETT AND SON: Portion of a schedule of alternative 27 — me = anc 
finishes and treatments with prices. These are discussed with a sl 
: 4b ; Shh NETT COST 1009 897 65 10 : 
the client so that decisions as to the quality of the building Ze me > Cost | 
may be made, relative to cost 28 Site Works and Landscape.. Ke The 
ee ene eee ee , 
GROSS COST .. £ |} most 
are presented as differing by so much per iii ES omaini 
cent from each other. The implications of ji ates Se ee es ee is in j 
choice are discussed with the client and Al COST .. £ adjoir 
when he has decided which scheme, it is prepa 
further developed and its cost estimated by GRENFELL BAINES AND HARGREAVES: Standard foolscap sheet used for cost planning. | from 
approximate quantities, showing the dis- Target prices adopted at sketch design stage and subsequent adjustments to the | docio, 
tribution of money broadly by trades. For distribution of money, made as the design develops, are entered on these sheets plan 
office buildings the rental of different plan work 
arrangements will be calculated and dis- b2 worked out for floor finishes, main a steel and a reinforced concrete frame J appro 
cussed with the client. entrance treatments, staircase, internal with two sets of drawings and bills 0 prepa 
, ™ wall finishes and so forth, representing quantity. Ten tenders showed that reit- | target 
Cost Comparison different standards of building quality so forced concrete was considerably the } tects ; 
At the next stage of the design, alternative that the client may choose, in the light of cheaper method. cost \ 
methods for elements such as external advice as to maintenance, etc., which The firm makes a practice of submitting Sut 
walls are worked out and priced by the quality he wants. to its clients a monthly or two monthly> much 
quantity surveyor. On one office block, In a few cases the firm goes to greater running statement of the anticipated final} estim; 
nine different wall panels spanned from length in cost comparison. For example, cost of the contract, showing the additions } jn q { 
£49 to £89 per bay. Alternatives will also in 1952 a block of flats was designed for and omissions to the contract figure. was 1 
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GRENFELL BAINES AND HARGREAVES: Page from the office ‘cost bible’. 


the quantity surveyor, quotations and other cost 
a fund of cost data used in cost planning 


GRENFELL BAINES AND 
HARGREAVES 


Information supplied by 

John Wilkinson [A] 

and Arnold Towler, A.R.I.C.S. 

Cost Planning 

The office employs about 25 assistants, 
most of whom are qualified, and work 
mainly on schools. Their quantity surveyor 
is in independent practice, but his office is 
adjoining that of the architect. The firm 
prepared its first cost plan by averaging 
from a number of analyses of schools not 
designed by themselves. This sketch cost 
plan was progressively revised as design 
work on the project developed and 
approximate estimates or quotations were 
prepared to compare with the element 
targets. This procedure enabled the archi- 
tects to keep control of the distribution of 
cost within a target total. 

Subsequent buildings were designed in 
much the same way, except that the various 
estimates and prices gradually accumulated 
ina fund of cost information which itself 
was used for cost planning. This informa- 
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Approximate estimates by 
information are recorded in this book to form 


tion has been assembled in an office ‘cost 
bible’, used by the architects’ staff, who 
do a certain amount of cost calculation 
for themselves and have become as familiar 
with floor area cost rates as they are with, 
say, Munsell colour references. The office 
makes a practice of submitting cost plans 
with sketch plans, the cost consequences 
of changes that the client requires being 
shown to him and discussed in this form. 
The effect of this is to strengthen confidence 
between client and architect. 

In the development and practice of 
cost planning, the firm found that less 
revision of detail was required, resulting 
in a saving of effort by both the architect 
and quantity surveyor. 


PART 3.. FIVE-SELECTED 

ARTICLES ON COST 

CONTROL 

COST STUDY. Ministry of Education 
BUILDING BULLETIN 4 (revised 1957). 

Uses and purpose of elemental cost analysis 

for schools. Cost comparisons and preparation 

of cost plans. Twelve appendices: influence of 

plan shape on cost; definition of ‘nett’, ‘addi- 


tional’ and ‘gross’ costs; list and description 
of elements and of quantity factors; specimen 
abstract; cost analyses of 3 primary and 
4 secondary schools; tender costs per place 
and per sq. ft. of 64 secondary schools; 
grouped element costs of 5 primary schools; 
study of the effect on cost of increasing the 
number of storeys; elemental bills of quantities; 
sequence of the architect’s work; an example 
of cost planning. 


COST INVESTIGATION. 

Paper by Sir Thomas Bennett to the R.I.C.S. 

THE CHARTERED SURVEYOR, May 1946. 
Inadequacy of pre-war costing arrangements, 
difficulty of comparing like with like. Need for 
better methods of cost control with increasing 
public expenditure on buildings. Importance 
of presenting to client his total commitments. 
Comparison (with tables) of four different 
ways of developing housing site at 100 persons 
per acre—discussion of foundation, roof and 
site work costs. Discussion of cubing. Com- 
parison (with tables) of man hours expended 
on bomb damage repairs. Need for the estab- 
lishment and publication of standard output 
rates for building operations and for more 
thorough and complete preparation before 
building. 


COST ANALYSIS. THE CHARTERED SURVEYOR, 
May 1958. 

Policy of the R.I.C.S. Cost Research Panel. 
Critique of three methods of analysis—by 
trades, by elements, by ‘techniques’. Descrip- 
tion of the latter method for the Panel’s 
investigation of the cost of houses and flats. 
Future use for other building types. 


PLANNING THE COSTS. 

SURVEYOR, May 1958. 
Shortcomings of local authority and Ministry 
procedure in the control of housing costs. 
Need for target costs. Cost figures and plans 
of two alternative layouts for the same housing 
site. Need for pricing of alternative methods 
of construction at sketch design stage (illus- 
trated example given). Cost aspects of tendering. 
Nomination of specialists, need for teamwork, 
summary. 


THE CHARTERED 


COST ANALYSIS AND COST PLANNING. 
John Carter. ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, April 
1958 

Method of relating cost to the functions of a 
building and to floor area. Use of elemental 
cost analyses to prepare cost targets at early 
sketch design stage and adjustment of targets 
during the working out. Varying opinions 
about analyses and the implication of cost 
distribution of buildings (illustrated) for theory 
and architectural education. High cost of 
services. Use of analytical breakdown for 
programming and drawings. 
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Scandinavia Discovered” 
By N. Keith Scott, M.A., M.Arch.(M.LT.), B.Arch., A.M.T.P.L. [4] 


SOME MONTHS AGO I decided to revisit 
Denmark and Sweden and then extend my 
travels by crossing, for the first time, into 
Finland. I was eager to see how the archi- 
tecture of the two former countries 
measured up to my wide-eyed enthusiasm 
of seven years ago. Then, straight from 
school and brought up in a period of 
austerity which produced much frugal 
ingenuity but little lasting art, | was over- 
whelmed by the essentially civilised archi- 
tecture which blossomed on all sides. 
Would I find the same straightforward, 
yet sophisticated architecture, the same 
refinement of detail, the same sure feeling 
for colour in a material, the sense that 
nothing was being asked to undertake a 
task it could not readily perform? 

Then what of that much more mysterious 
land farther afield where great forests 
merge imperceptably into innumerable 
lakes and the name of Aalto is nationally 
revered and whispered in the same breath 
as Nurmi and Sibelius? 

I will deal with my disappointment first, 
and briefly. Sweden! My feelings may best 
be summed up by saying that while the 
buildings which first excited me in 1951 
moved me still, the great majority of those 
built in the intervening years seemed on 
the whole to be spent and lifeless. The 
Swedes themselves are very conscious of 
this and various excuses are advanced— 
too ‘cushy’ a life, an over-ripe society, etc. 
But perhaps most telling is the fact that 
there is far too much work for far too few 
architects, resulting in scamped work and 
a thoughtless reliance on past forms and 
solutions. 

Asplund’s crematorium and town hall, 
Lewerentz’s theatre, the glorious resi- 
dential triumphs on the island of Lidingo; 
these things are still vital and stir the 
imagination in a way that is too seldom 
experienced now. This time, only the new 
housing around G6teborg, the conception 
of the new town at Vallingby, and Ericsson 
and Gandviks’ town hall at Boras evoked 
these old enthusiasms. Even here, reser- 
vations come to mind—the indifferent 
quality of the architecture of some of the 
housing, and of the cliché-ridden shopping 
centre at Vallingby in particular, and the 
basically derivative plan of an otherwise 
quite delightful town hall at Boras. These 
thoughts are sad, but well known to most 
British architects, and I would rather 
allocate the majority of my space to dis- 

* In 1957 Grenfell Baines and Hargreaves 
began an experiment whereby overtime could be 
taken either by payment in the normal way, or 
in the form of sponsored study tours following 
an approved outline programme. Mr. Scott is an 
associate partner in the firm, and was one of the 
first to take advantage of this idea. This article 
is a résumé of his impressions of some of the 
recent work in Scandinavia, and is illustrated by 
some of the 450 transparencies which he has 
added to the firm’s library of colour slides. 
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cussing what are, to my mind, more posi- 
tive achievements. 

For me, Denmark fulfilled all my hopes. 
In spite of appalling weather the freshness 
of their best work and the high standard 
of all the detailing came vividly through 
the murky gloom which pervaded most of 
my stay. Looking back, I can remember 
little work of any structural novelty. 
Rather, it is the imaginative, sensitive use 
of traditional materials which lingers in 
the memory. The Danes have a lovely pale 
red-brown hand-made brick with the same 
horizontal dimensions as ours but thinner 
(an aesthetic asset, I feel), and nearly 
always laid with at least a }-in. raked-out 
joint. This technique gives depth and tex- 
ture to a wall and, used as it is throughout 
Scandinavia to Northern Finland, seems 
to give the lie to the popular British illusion 
that the action of frost and so on will 
impair the life of the wall.! 

A great deal of natural hardwood is used, 
and its warmth is very often accentuated 
in glazed frames by using it in conjunction 
with white paint—white frames with hard- 
wood beads or vice versa. Roofs are very 
often pitched and covered with tradi- 
tionally laid tiles or slate, though the 
amount of cover given at eaves and verges 
in particular, is often non-existent and 
open to some criticism on functional 
grounds. 

Of course none of these items indi- 
vidually comprise the essence and vitality 
of Danish architecture. It is the way they 
are put together. Take the houses at 
Klampenborg for instance, or some of the 
new schools around Copenhagen. The 
massing is wonderfully imaginative and 
boldly conceived. Though covered in 
traditional slate, the roofs are cut around 
with raking eaves, and interrupted verges 
in a manner which is quite new to 20th- 
century architecture. The different scale 
which one immediately senses about a 
Danish building is largely accounted for 
by the fenestration. Windows are very 
often square and glazed with one huge 
single pane (5 ft. square is quite common). 
Devoid of all intermediate glazing bars, 
leaded lights and directional emphasis, 
these windows seem to reduce the scale 
of the building and impart to it an imme- 
diacy which is quite delightful. 

There is a welcome relief from curtain 
walls, exposed aggregates, pure colours, 
modular grids and many of the rather 
modernistic appurtenances with which we 
tend to clutter our buildings in England 
just now. In the main, the current best in 
Danish architecture seems to be a con- 
solidation of all that is fine at Aarhus, 
both at the town hall and the university, 
and contrives to be a careful avoidance 

| | have a notion that this much-trotted-out criticism 
of raked joints springs from foremen brickies who know 


they cannot cover up spelched edges on carelessly handled 
bricks. 


of the pitfalls of folksiness and pure 
whimsy with which the latter building jp 
particular is strewn. 

I should stress that this relief is genera] 
but not universal. There is a wealth of 
important buildings which is quite outside 
this general trend. Two such examples 
come from the hand of Jacobsen—a sort 
of Danish Saarinen in the catholicity of 
his grasp of various contemporary idioms, 
The first is a superb curtain-wall job, an 
office block in Nyropsgade in the heart of 
Copenhagen. For colour, texture, linear 
grace and refinement of detail this is easily 
the finest building of its kind I have seen 
either in Europe or North America. 

The second Jacobsen building which 
immediately springs to mind is the town 
hall at Rodovre (I doff my hat to any 
Englishman capable of making a sound 
remotely approximating it!) in the suburbs 
of Copenhagen. 

This is Mies carried to his unemotional 
nth. Here, one senses the struggle for 
classical perfection. The air is nearly too 
rarified to breathe. Only in the council 
chamber does one feel that the structure 
is meant to house human beings. For the 
rest, the building seems to object to man’s 
presence—an aversion which has not 
escaped the notice of its inhabitants, who 
told me of their preference for their old 
quarters. 

In a completely different way the F. L. 
Schmidt building by Palle Svenson is also 
quite outside the current vernacular of 
Danish architecture. This is the head- 
quarters of a large cement machine pro- 
duction company and externally it has a 
remarkable affinity to some of the early 
brick buildings of Frank Lloyd Wright. A 
very dark red, narrow brick was specially 
made for this job and it afforded the trade 
a wonderful opportunity of displaying its 
skill. It is possible to stand up against one 
of the serried ranks of piers and gaze in 
wonderment at the precise, radiating lines 
of brick joints, perfectly aligned to the very 
end recesses of the building. Structurally, 
the building is a massive fraud, the ostenta- 
tious brick piers being backed by an rc. 
frame, but for perfection of detail and 
superb craftsmanship this is a building notto 
be missed—right down to the entrance hall 
fittings specially designed by Alvar Aalto. 

This name brings me to the most difficult 
part of the analysis of my impressions 
received in a month’s whirlwind tour of 
Scandinavia. Had I gone to Finland prior 
to his Gold Medal year, I think the task 
of assessing Aalto would have been easier. 
Until then he was a mystery man to me. 
I had studied, without much enthusiasm, 
his oddly personal dormitory block 
M.I.T., but I thought perhaps it was the 
fault of heavy handed American draughts 
men that the delicate, other worldly design 
had a fish-out-of-water look. I had studied 
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Left: The F. L. Schmidt Building in Copenhagen. The huge brick piers 
impart a sense of power and strength which contrasts vividly with very 
light detailing such as that on the fire-escape at the end of the main 
block. Architect: Palle Svenson, 1955. 





one or two badly written (and translated), 
thin, expensive books and a few red- 
filtered photographs—and then came 1957. 
Came more photographs, typescript, ex- 
hibitions, adulation. They all fell thick 
and fast. Could you blame a prospective 
visitor for lapping it up in the search for 
information? (For information about Fin- 
land as a country, let alone it’s architecture, 
is the most elusive thing.) For some reason 
that now quite escapes me I went to Finland 
believing that the country harboured the 
greatest architect of our day, that this will 
be known as the Age of Aalto, that Say- 
natsalo marks a turning point in 20th- 
century architecture, etc. Since Saynatsalo 
comes first to mind let me try quite 


honestly to record my impressions roughly 
In order.! 


' All these impressions came after the general feeling 
of immense relief at having finally arrived, dusty and 
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Right: The entrance hall of 
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Left: A detail of the Town Hall at Aarhus, Denmark. Right: The main thick. The large area of the window necessitated 
staircase in the entrance hall of the Town Hall at Rodovre, Denmark. 
Note the stepped string cut from one continuous piece of mild steel 2 in. 


Firstly, one of surprise at the very 
small size of the scheme. (The power- 
fully cantilevered mass of the council 
chamber provides a wonderful opportunity 
for monumental photographic angles!) 
Secondly, dismay at the surroundings. In 
this as in nearly all Aalto’s works there 
is little evidence that the designer has given 
any thought whatsoever to the landscape 
in the immediate environs of his building. 
Take for instance the famous photograph 
of the grass steps to the upper courtyard. 
Quite apart from the fact that these are 
now a muddy slope, this imposing stair 
gives onto the unpaved back yards of a 
litter of decrepit shacks strewn haphazardly 
among the trees. 





tired, after traversing some 400 miles of dirt roads. Let 
no one deceive you, Finland has the worst roads in 
Western Europe with only 50 miles of them paved, and 
that mostly between Helsinki and Turku in the south. 


F. L. Schmidt Building. The prestressed beams span nearly 70 ft. The 
bricks were made specially for this job, and the fittings in the entrance 
are designed by Alvar Aalto. 


the two horizontal 


wind bracing trusses. Architect: A. Jacobsen, 1956. 


Scrambling up the slope to the courtyard 
itself I found that its principal feature is 
a small rectangular pool containing a single 
jet fountain placed with no unusual aplomb 
near the glazed wall of the corridor. This 
glazed wall is beautifully detailed and it 
seems a pity that large areas of it are 
completely enveloped in creeper which 
destroys both its line and form. The floor- 
scape of this courtyard had been described 
to me as a wonderful essay in pure 
romanticism. If this is true then it struck 
an unresponsive chord in me for I was 
dismayed to find it a weed-strewn, badly 
paved and cobbled area. 

The raised courtyard was formed by 
earth excavated from the hillside into 
which the building abuts, but the way in 
which the hillside has been left after the 
diggers mauled it make it very difficult to 
study the back of the building (yes, this 
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building Aas a back, my third impression). 
Fourthly, I spotted bricks, the mortar gone, 
in imminent danger of falling from a poorly 
detailed, ill-protected verge. Somewhat 
deflated—for after all I had come 2,000 
miles—I went inside into the cool of the 
entrance hall and the council chamber. 

Internally, it has bee: well said that the 
council chamber has a chapel-like atmo- 
sphere. I found this atmosphere quite un- 
suited to the function of the room. Light is 
filtered in through a too opaque timber- 
slatted window and the only other light 
source is the small, much-photographed 
window masked internally with staggered 
timber louvres.! Without the aid of artifi- 
cial light it is therefore very difficult to read 
minutes and write notes on the council 
benches. 

Now I want to say at this point that I 
am most anxious not to take to myself the 
mantle of Sir Hugh Casson’s critic from his 
‘Five Types’ lecture; it is no part of my 
intention to belittle Aalto’s work, still less 
to debunk it. What I saw in Finland con- 
vinced me that he is a creator of great 
stature, but I wish to make quite clear my 
personal reservations. I would add that 
some of these weaknesses are even better 
demonstrated at his newly completed 
teachers’ college at Jyvaskyla, ten miles 
from the town hall at Saynatsalo, but I 
chose the latter building because it has 
been well illustrated. 

Having been so critical, how then has 
Saynatsalo come to be so widely acclaimed ? 
Simply because, these criticisms apart, the 
group is a masterly conception. Its creator 
is capable of visualising a scheme as a 
finished entity and his genius is manifest 
in the completely ruthless way in which 
the solution is driven to its ultimate con- 
clusion. None of the wayside pitfalls (by- 
laws, clients’ whims, economics, real or 
imagined limitations in materials, etc.) 
which bedevil the normal architect into 
watering down his original idea, are 
allowed to interfere.? 

As a piece of sculpture the building is 
a delight to walk in and around. Outside 
and in, each wall is carefully modelled, 
there are no corners in the sense that each 
side produces a separate elevation. If you 
were to draw an extended elevation of 
many sections of the building, a stranger 
would be quite unable to tell where the 
wall changed direction. Brick and natural 
wood are the dominant materials for both 
structure and finish. Plastered walls are 
relegated to small rooms and the library. 
No areas of primary colours are used here, 
or anywhere else in Finland for that matter. 
However, enough perfectly legitimate 
praise of this building has been expressed 
elsewhere, to permit me to pass on to 
another work by Alvar Aalto. 

The National Pensions Building in Hel- 
sinki was for me the most impressive major 


1 IT am convinced that the photographs of this window 
which I have seen, showing light radiating from behind 
these louvres were taken with the aid of a floodlight 
secreted behind the louvres. I visited the building on a 
radiantly sunny day and got nothing of this effect. 

2 This ruthless quality is common to all great archi- 
tects and their work, e.g. Le Corbusier at Marseilles, 
Saarinen at M.I.T., Mies at Lake Shore, Frank Lloyd 
Wright at Johnson Wax. 
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work in Finland. Set on a roughly trian- 
gular site, this large building reveals Aalto 
at his finest. Money was literally no object, 
detailed figures are not available and I 
doubt if the architect knows them. The 
massing is extraordinarily complex but a 
pervading unity is imparted by the skill 
with which the blocks are disposed and by 
the sombre unity of the prevailing colours 
—deep red bricks and dark, sienna 
coloured copper. 

The imaginative use of copper as a 
decorative cladding material is one of the 
most notable aspects of the elevations. I 
was told that lead is rare and never used 
as a flashing material in Finland, so 
aluminium or copper are the normal alter- 
natives. The service tower and its auxil- 
iaries are entirely clad in striated copper 
sheet and great ingenuity of detail is to 
be seen at door and window openings. 
Striated copper sheet is again used to cover 
the narrow, solid opening lights—an in- 
teresting innovation, even though one may 
have reservations about the aesthetic 
validity of divorcing the amenities of light 
and air.! 

More convincingly than Saynatsalo, this 
building has no rear elevation; indeed only 
the south fagade may be said to have an 
elevation, so intricately are the masses 
interlocked and compounded. From the 
south you see one of the many interesting 
features of the building, for, towering above 
a second-floor roof, can be seen four 
steeply sloped glass roof lights which admit 
light into a two-storey inquiry hall. The 
unusual feature of these tent-like structures 
is that from inside you can see another 
roof light—lower, of flatter pitch and also 
transparently glazed. 

One is led to wonder about the reason 
for this expensive—even wasteful—gim- 
mick, unless it is to explore the modern 
equivalent of Wren’s solution for making 
a dome visually satisfactory both inside 
and out. If so, it is at least a partial success; 
successful in that the internal and external 
proportions are correctly adjusted, and 
disturbing in that from inside one cannot 
help but be worried by the sight of the 
outer light and by the mental image of a 
man crawling around between the glass 
surfaces, trying to clean them and service 
the electric lights which are fixed in the 
space. 

The entrance to the building is cunningly 
contrived. Massive, sombre, copper-clad, 
unglazed doors (we seem to assume a right 
to look into the entrance of a public 
building in England) give access into a low- 
ceilinged foyer with inquiry desk and cloak 
rooms. Beyond this, space is released into 
the comparatively vast inquiry hall which 
is divided into wonderfully intricate booths 
about 5 ft. 6 in. high and containing some 
of the best craftsmanship in timber to be 
seen in Finland. 

Superlative craftsmanship is indeed the 
keynote of this building. Everywhere the 
results of the careful, loving attention of 
an acutely sensitive mind are to be seen; 

1 Le Corbusier, of course, has also used this technique 


at Maison Joule, though much more boldly and dis- 
turbingly. 


light fittings, furniture, wall tiles, curtains 
—they are all specials. Aalto appears to 
be master of the many moods required jn 
a complex building of this nature. Quiet, 
cool efficiency in the inquiry hall and 
offices; studious, sombre, restfulness in the 
library, clothed in dark olive-green uphol- 
stery to contrast with the deep red-brown 
of the mahogany woodwork; light, airy 
gaiety in the restaurant—reached by an 
underground passage and approached up 
a stairway lined with Aalto’s vertically 
modelled, pale blue ceramic wall tile. To 
sum up; a luxurious essay in fine building, 
carefully avoiding the pitfall of vulgarity 
and the petty excesses which too often mar 
a job with an unlimited budget. 

Similarly luxurious is the newly com- 
pleted Communist Culture Centre in Hel. 
sinki. The massing of this group of build. 
ings is not nearly so successful as the 
Pensions Building. A beautifully detailed, 
copper clad office block is joined to the 
assembly hall via an unconvincing, single 
storey link. The hall has a most unusual 
plan, consisting of bold, compound curves 
which produce an undulating, stark ex- 
terior, devoid of fenestration and notable 
for the specially designed curved hollow 
bricks laid without bond and with thick, 
flush joints. 

The building was not complete when | 
visited Finland and I found it hard to find 
the entrance. Perhaps this has been reme- 
died by the design of the finished canopy, 
but even so the main concourse, tucked 
under the hall, seemed rather low and mean 
in vertical scale and it will certainly have 
to rely on artificial light for illumination, 
The auditorium itself, however, is very 
satisfying. Though still unfinished I felt 
that it would have a quiet, restful luxury, 
affording excellent acoustic and visual 
opportunities for appreciating any type of 
stage performance. The complex, flowing 
shapes are well handled and I liked the 
decorative, abstract patterns formed by 
large areas of acoustic tiles applied to the 
side walls. 

When designing on a shoestring, Aalto 
is on much shakier ground. Here, to my 
mind, he reveals another weakness. Still 
the brilliant concept, still the same ruthless 
desire to carry it through. But it is as if 
the building is started in a haze of wishful 
thinking: maybe the money will last out 
after all. And when the kitty is empty the 
building is simply finished at that point, 
with a naivety which would be laughable 
if the result did not do such a disservice 
to the client, the architect and to the 
profession generally. 

I am not exaggerating. Take for instance 
the famous gymnasium at Otaniemi. When 
satiated with admiration for the - bold 
poetic wood trusses spanning the vast 
sweep of the indoor sports field, look 
around at the finishes. The rough, screeded 
floors, the softwood doors with cheap 
ironmongery, the inferior frosted glass t0 
the windows, the crude external cladding 
left unfinished and already showing signs 
of falling apart; sanitary ware of the 
cheapest kind. Dare I venture to suggest 
that a stiff dose of cost analysis would have 
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Top left: Flats in Tapiola, a new town on the outskirts of Helsinki, 
designed by A. Blomstedt, 1954. Top right: The National Pensions 
Building in Helsinki (A. Aalto, 1955), showing two of the four roof 
lights, the copper clad service towers, and the main administrative wing 
on the left. Note how the striations in the copper are not deep enough 
to prevent unsightly buckling under the stress of temperature changes. 
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Centre left: The Town Hall, Saynatsalo. The council chamber with 
shops under is on the right and the library is over ground floor shops 
on the left of the main stairs to the inner c irtyard. Bottom left: Flats 
for workers in the National Pensions Building. Bottom right: The 
Accounts Hall, National Pensions Building. 


379 





The double-glazed roof lights in the Accounts 


Pensions Building, Helsinki. 


enabled the architect to make a far more 
creditable building of this gymnasium, 
rather than the huge, badly finished shed 
which now seems to cower into the sur- 
rounding forest? 

Nevertheless, I would be loathe to leave 
his work on a sour note. The stature of 
Aalto rightly dominates the Finnish archi- 
tectural scene and though space does not 
permit me to discuss many of the buildings 
I visited I would like to mention the 
sanatorium at Paimio. 

Built in 1929 this hospital, even today, 
is a giant among modern buildings. Its 
maturity and assurance is quite over- 
whelming when one considers its date. 
There is scarcely a hint of decay; the 
stuccoed face is intact and has required 
a minimum of maintenance; the robust 
internal fittings are virtually unmarked. 
The brilliantly lit corridors and rooms 
immediately give courage and hope to the 
patients—hope which is charmingly ex- 
pressed each day by flying a flag from the 
balcony of the floor from which a cured 
patient has been discharged. 

And what of the younger men? Con- 
siderable prominence was given to their 
work last year and, indeed, the standard 
is high. Sirén, Blomstedt, Rewell and Ervi 
stand out in the memory (particularly for 
their contribution to the new town of 
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Hall, National 


A detail of the striated copper sheet and special hollow bricks designed 


for use on the new Communist Culture Centre, Helsinki. 


nw. BLs 


The interior of the main hall, Communist Culture Centre 


Tapiola); but as I sailed back from this 
strange, almost eerie land it was to the 
strong, virile, highly personal work of one 
of the undoubted masters of our time that 


my mind constantly turned, and time and 
again I recalled his own phrase express¢¢ 
at the R.I.B.A. last year, ‘There are onl} 
two things in art: humanity or not’. 
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Royal Commission on Local Government in Greater London 





Terms of Reference 


‘To examine the present system and 
working of local government in the 
Greater London area; to recommend 
whether any, and if so what, changes in 
the local government structure and the 
distribution of local authority functions 
in the area, or in any part of it, would 
better secure effective and convenient 
local government; and to regard, for these 
purposes, local government as not includ- 
ing the administration of police, or of 
water, and the Greater London area as 
comprising the Metropolitan Police Dis- 
trict together with the City of London, 
the Boroughs of Dartford, Romford, and 
Watford, the Urban Districts of Cater- 
ham and Warlingham, Chorley Wood, 
Hornchurch, Rickmansworth, and Walton 
and Weybridge, and the Parish of 
Watford Rural in the Watford Rural 
District.’ 


Evidence by R.I.B.A. 


1. In submitting evidence to the Royal 
Commission, the main concern of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects must 
be for the furtherance of good planning 
and architecture in the Greater London 
area and for the effective and economical 
administration of planning and of by-law 
control. Clearly, good architecture and 
environment in any locality can be evidence 
of the excellence of the structure of its local 
government, as well as a vital contribution 
to the well-being of its inhabitants. It is 
hoped, therefore, that the proposals put 
forward here, with the emphasis clearly on 
matters of planning, architecture, and 
building control, will contribute towards 
the simplification and improvement of all 
aspects of local government administration 
in Greater London, a matter which must 
be the concern of any professional 
organisation. 


2. Since the Local Government Act, 1888, 
brought into being the London County 
Council whose boundaries at that time 
roughly coincided with the extent of the 
built-up area of London, there has been 
such an extensive spread of the capital city 
into the Home Counties that the existing 
administrative boundaries of the County, 
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and of other authorities within the built-up 
area and beyond, no longer relate to the 
reality of the situation. Within Greater 
London, as defined in the Royal Com- 
mission’s terms of reference, there are six 
county councils, three county boroughs, 
73 district councils, the London County 
Council, City Corporation and the 28 
Metropolitan Boroughs. 


3. In planning, the county councils are 
responsible for the preparation of develop- 
ment plans, but their powers of control of 
development have been delegated in varying 
degrees to the constituent district councils. 
In the London County Council area, 
except, however, in respect of the City 
Corporation, this delegation has hitherto 
been prevented by the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, although, should it 
receive Royal assent, the L.C.C. (General 
Powers) Bill will permit a degree of 
delegation in respect of minor planning 
matters to the Metropolitan Borough 
Councils. As the county boroughs of East 
and West Ham and Croydon are all- 
purpose authorities this division of responsi- 
bility for development plan and for 
development control does not occur there. 


4. As regards the regional aspect of 
planning the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government is in a position to 
prepare a plan and secure its implementa- 
tion. Over a long period regional planning 
for the Greater London area has been a 
matter of concern both to individual archi- 
tects and to the profession as a whole as 
represented by the R.I.B.A. When in 1927 
the Greater London Regional Planning 
Committee was set up—a Committee 
which performed a valuable service in 
defining, and advising on considerable 
purchases of land for London’s Green 
Belt—an architect, Sir Banister Fletcher, 
was appointed its Chairman. During the 
war, members of the Institute worked 
voluntarily on the preparation of a 
regional plan for Greater London; in 1944 
the then Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning commissioned the late Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie [F] to prepare the Greater 
London plan. 


5. Since the publication of the Abercrombie 
regional plan, attempts have been made to 
secure administrative arrangements to 
ensure continuity of thought and action 
at regional level. The Clement Davies 
Committee were asked to advise the 
Minister on ‘the appropriate machinery for 
securing concerted action in the imple- 
mentation of a Regional Plan for London 
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as a whole’, and in 1949 they recommended 
the establishment under the 1947 Act of a 
regional joint advisory committee under an 
independent chairman. At the same time 
the minority report of the Committee 
recommended the establishment of a Joint 
Board of the constituent planning authori- 
ties in Greater London for regional 
planning with more executive power than 
an advisory committee. The Committee 
also recommended that a Royal Com- 
mission should be set up to examine local 
government in the Greater London area. 
No action was taken on either of the 
former recommendations, but the Royal 
Commission has now been appointed. 


6. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government has continued to 
be responsible for regional questions., The 
Minister, however, being in the position of 
arbitrator on town planning matters, is not 
able to sponsor a continuing regional plan, 
and so the various aspects of planning in 
London have tended to become split up 
between various Ministries and ad hoc 
organisations. For instance, the Ministry 
of Transport is the only body responsible 
for the road plan in the region; the Board 
of Trade has the responsibility for the 
industrial location policy; and other bodies, 
such as the Metropolitan Water Board and 
the London Transport Commission, all 
deal with their separate aspects without a 
common meeting point which would enable 
them to merge their contributions into a 
single co-ordinated plan. 


7. As regards architecture, standards of 
design have varied with the authority, but 
experience has shown clearly that large 
authorities such as the London County 
Council are in a much better position to 
command the services of first-rate architects 
and planners. For most types of buildings 
the London County Council has made an 
outstanding contribution to a new London; 
in addition the Home Counties have been 
able to make an equally valuable contribu- 
tion especially in educational buildings. 
All these authorities have adequately 
staffed architectural and planning depart- 
ments. At county borough level, however, 
only one of the three county boroughs in 
the London region has an architectural and 
planning department, and amongst the 
smaller authorities, the borough councils 
and the district councils, only a small 
proportion have architectural departments. 
Many only employ architectural assistants 
serving in the borough engineer’s depart- 
ment. To a large extent this has meant that 
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the quality of work done by these authori- 
ties often falls short of what is possible and 
desirable. 


8. In any reorganisation of local govern- 
ment in the London region, the R.I.B.A. 
is concerned to see that the administrative 
arrangements should permit a high stan- 
dard of architecture to be attained con- 
sistently over the whole of that area, while 
securing the establishment of two levels in 
planning and in the control of the con- 
struction of buildings on the following lines: 
(i) Regional, covering the whole of 
Greater London and including, in 
respect of planning, such aspects of 
roads, railways, port facilities, trans- 
port, overspill, industrial location and 
other matters, all of which can be 
described as strategic to London, 
plus overall control of the construc- 
tion of buildings, aimed to achieve a 
common standard throughout the 
built-up area. 
Local, where, in respect of planning, 
the main task is the implementation 
of detailed plans within the frame- 
work already laid down at regional 
level. Here architectural planning 
aspects involving questions of civic 
design are of first importance and 
competent architectural and tech- 
nica] staff are required to design 
three-dimensional layouts and build- 
ings, at the same time conducting 
day-to-day administration of building 
regulations. 


(ii) 


9. In the event of a wholesale reorganisa- 
tion of local government in Greater 
London the R.I.B.A. considers that at 
regional level there should be an elected 
Greater London Council which would be 
responsible for all major local government 
of the kind described above. The Greater 
London Council would have responsibility 
for preparing and keeping under review a 
broad regional plan, reporting on progress 
and, if necessary, securing the implementa- 
tion of the plan by providing financial 
assistance to areas where the need for 
reconstruction was greatest. It would also 
have responsibility for securing a con- 
sistency in the decentralisation and location 
of industry and the movement of popula- 
tions to new and expanded towns. In 
addition appropriate relationships would 
be established with the existing large public 
development authorities, such as the Port 
of London Authority, London Transport 
and so on. The Greater London Council 
should also be empowered to make all 
building control regulations for the area 
and be responsible for overall control of 
their administration, both as to the hearing 
of appeals and as to relaxations. This 
would constitute the regional policy level 
of local government. 


10. At the local level it is considered that 
the region should be divided into a series 
of city districts which would be most- 
purpose authorities with elected councils 
having responsibility for local government 
functions including town planning, educa- 
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tion, housing and slum clearance and the 
day-to-day administration of building 
regulations. They would require to be of 
such a size and have command of sufficient 
rateable value to enable them to employ the 
right calibre of staff. This would mean 
they would have to be very much larger 
than the existing Metropolitan Boroughs 
within the London County Council area 
or the district councils in the Home 
Counties. 


11. In this way the present confusion of 
authorities would be replaced by a simpler 
and more rational structure of local 
government. Regional planning policy 
would be determined by a democratically 
elected body and local planning in the city 
districts would be sensitive to local opinion. 
The R.I.B.A. is mainly concerned with the 
principles underlying such a reorganisation 
of local government to secure the highest 
standards of architecture and planning from 
the point of view both of efficiency and 
appearance, but considers that if these 
principles are accepted it would be possible 
to work out a division of Greater London 
into city districts which would bear a close 
relationship with existing community 
structures. 


12. The Institute strongly maintains that 
these proposals must be _ considered 
together, to be accepted or rejected as a 
whole. Reorganisation of planning and 
administration in the Greater London area 
into regional and local units would be 
unacceptable unless those authorities, 
assuming responsibility at the local level, 
were of adequate size—able, in the case of 
planning and architectural matters, for 
instance, to employ first class architects 
and planners, as is at present the case with 
the London County Council. 

As already mentioned, existing Metro- 
politan Boroughs and district councils in 
the Home Counties would not be large 
enough to employ the qualified staff 
needed to carry out ably the functions of 
planning at the proposed local level. 


13. The R.I.B.A. has been interested to note 
that the boundary for Greater London, as 
defined in theterms of reference of the Royal 
Commission, appears to run approximately 
through the centre of the Green Belt. 
Although the regional authority, here 
proposed, could come into operation over 
the area of Greater London as so defined, 
it nevertheless seems only right to suggest 
that if the case for a regional authority for 
the area can be thought acceptable, there 
may well be reason to consider Greater 
London as that area which includes the 
New Towns, covered by the Greater 
London Plan drawn up by Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie. 


14. If these proposals for a major reorgani- 
sation cannot be considered acceptable by 
the Royal Commission, the R.I.B.A. con- 
siders that a super-imposition on the 
existing local government structure in 
Greater London of a further ad hoc body 
to deal with regional problems would 
probably only confuse still further the 


local government administrative arrange. 
ments, adding yet another tier of respongj. 
bility. Already there is an unclesirable 
overlapping of functions between authori. 
ties, and an ad hoc regional body, which 
might not be democratically elected, would 
not carry the necessary authority. Rather 
than this the R.I.B.A. would prefer to see 
the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government once again assume initiating 
and co-ordinating powers for dealing with 
problems of the region as a whole. Even 
then it considers that this would not be 
wholly acceptable unless proposals on the 
lines put forward by the Barlow Com. 
mission were adopted, namely that a Com. 
mittee of Ministers composed of Heads of 
Departments with powers for planning and 
development be formed having available 
to it a planning secretariat. This would 
bring together the various aspects of 
planning which are at the moment dealt 
with separately in the various departments, 


15. The R.I.B.A. most strongly deprecates 
all moves which may reduce the efficiency 
of the London County Council by delega- 
tion of powers to the existing Metro- 
politan Borough Councils. The L.C.C. is 
outstanding for the contribution it has 
made in architecture and planning since its 
formation, and in building by-laws has 
achieved a uniformity of administrative 
treatment which should, at all costs, be 
maintained, indeed extended to the whole 
of the Greater London area. If, therefore, 
the proposal for the enlargement of the 
area over which a single Greater London 
Council can secure co-ordination is not 
acceptable, it is considered essential that 
the L.C.C. which at least covers a large 
part of the built-up area of London, should 
retain its planning, development and 
co-ordinating powers. Otherwise a con- 
fusing series of variations in the inter- 
pretation of planning and building stan- 
dards is bound to develop, undermining 
standards which have been patiently built 
up over the last 60 years. Likewise, to carry 
out the work which any delegation of 
responsibility for planning and architecture 
would entail, the existing Metropolitan 
Borough Councils or district councils, with 
their limited financial resources, would be 
unable to employ the calibre of archi- 
tectural and planning staff which the 
L.C.C. already commands. 

It appears to the R.I.B.A. that there is 
a strong possibility that all the existing 
larger authorities in the Greater London 
area will press for the retention of their 
existing powers, while the smaller ones will 
ask for delegation or further delegation of 
powers from these larger ones. To take 
these demands as a starting point for the 
establishment of an appropriate Local 
Government structure in Greater London 
would, it is felt, lead to a worsening of the 
present situation. Either the Royal Com- 
mission should consider complete fe- 
organisation as described, or else accept 
the status quo as preferable to further 
disintegration of the larger authorities, 
particularly the L.C.C. by the delegation 
of their powers to the smaller ones. 
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R.1.B.A. Representation on Other Bodies 


IN ADDITION to the work done voluntarily 
py members who serve on the R.I.B.A. 
Committees and Sub-Committees, it may 
not generally be realised that the R.I.B.A. 
is represented On a great many other 
outside bodies whose activities may to a 
greater or lesser degree concern the Royal 
Institute. 

The Institute is or was represented on the 
following 87 bodies :— 


Appointments with no Limit set to Term of 
Office 


1. Ancient Monuments Advisory Com- 
mittee for Northern Ireland (1). 

2. British Building Documentation Com- 
mittee (1). 

3, British Productivity Council: London 
Building Productivity Committee (2). 

4. British School of Archaeology at Athens: 
Managing Committee (1). 

5. British Wood Preserving Association: 
Executive Committee (1). 

6. Central Council of Civic Societies (1). 

7. Central Panels Committee (5). 

8. Civic Trust: Technical Advisory Com- 
mittee (4) and Executive Sub- 
Committee (2). 

9. College of Advanced Technology, 


Cardiff: Governing Body (1). 

10. Concrete Technology: Exploratory Com- 
mittee (1). 

11. Consultative Committee for the Stone 
Industry (1). 

12. Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England (2). 

13. Council for Visual Education (2). 

14. Croydon Technical College: Building 
Advisory Committee (1). 

15. Forest Products Research Laboratory: 
Committees on Grading of Home-Grown 
Softwoods (1) and Hardwoods (1). 

16. Friends of the City Churches: Coun- 
cil (1). 

17. General Certificate of Education: Joint 
Examination Board (Ninth Examining 
Body) (1). 

18. Hertfordshire Society (1). 

19. Institution of Water Engineers: Research 
Group on Internal Plumbing (2). 

20. International Federation for Housing 
and Town Planning (5). 

21, Joint Committee on Materials and their 
Testing (1). 

22. Law Society: 
Lecture Fees (1). 

23. London Building Acts Advisory Com- 
mittee (1). 

24. London Society: Council (1). 

25. Midland Regional Board for Industry: 
Advisory Committee on Research into 
Factory Building and Operating Prob- 
lems (1). 

26. Ministry of Education: National Ad- 
visory Committee on Art Examina- 
tions (1). 

27. Ministry of Education: National Certi- 
ficates and Diplomas in Building (2). 
28. Museums Association: Standing Joint 
Committee on Museum Design (2). 

29. National Buildings Record (1). 


Joint Committee on 
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30. 


31. 


32. 
a3, 
34. 


35: 
36. 


aT. 
38. 


39: 
40. 
41. 


National Council of Women of Great 
Britain: Housing Sectional Committee 
(1). 

National Housing and Town Planning 
Council: Technical Committee: Hon- 
orary Adviser (1). 

National Inspection Council for Elec- 
trical Installation Contracting (2). 
National Playing Fields Association: 
Council (1) and Grounds and Layout 
Committee (1). 

National Society for Clean Air (1). 
National Trust (1). 

North Western Regional Advisory Coun- 
cil for Further Education: Joint Advisory 
Committee for Education in the Build- 
ing Industry (1). 

Parliamentary and _ Scientific 
mittee (2). 

Public Works and Municipal Services 
Congress: Council (1) and Executive 
Committee (1). 

South-East Essex Technical College: 
Architectural Advisory Committee (1). 


Com- 


Town Planning Joint Examination 
Board (2). 
Women’s Advisory Council on Solid 


Fuel (1). 

Yorkshire Educational Association for 
the Building Industry: County Advisory 
Committee on Building (1). 


Appointments with Fixed Term of Office 


i. 


AIAN ros N 


co 


18. 


. Board of Building Education: 


. Epsom 


Advisory Council on Building Research 
and Development: Ministry of Works 


(3). 

. Ancient Monuments Board for England 
(1). 

. Birmingham College of Technology: 


Building and Civil Engineering Advisory 
Committee (1). 
Institute 
of Builders (A). 


. University of Bristol: Court (1). 
. British School at Rome: Council (2). 
. British Standards Institution: 


Building 
Divisional Council (1). 


. British Waterworks Association: Stand- 


ing Committee on Water Regulations (2). 


. Brixton School of Building: Governing 


Body (1). 


. Building and Civil Engineering Regional 


Joint Committees: Ministry of Works 


(11). 


. Building Apprenticeship and Training 


Council: Ministry of Works (A). 


. Camberwell School of Arts and Crafts: 


Governing Body (1). 


. Darlington College of Further Educa- 


tion: Board of Governors (1). 


. District Surveyors Examination Board 


(4). 


. East Ham School of Building: Advisory 


Committee (1). 

Elmes Testimonial Fund: Foundation 
Trustees (1). 

and Ewell School of Art: 
Governing Body (1). 
University of Exeter: 
nors (1). 


Court of Gover- 


. Ipswich 


. Hammersmith School of Building and 


Arts and Crafts: Governing Body (1). 


. University of Hull: Court of Governors 


(1). 
Civic College: Council for 
Art (1) and Council for Building (1). 


. Kingston upon Thames School of Art: 


Governing Body (1). 


. L.C.C. Technical College for Furnishing 


Trades: Governing Body (\). 
Leverhulme Scholarship Committee: 
Architectural Association (1). 


. University of Liverpool: Court (1). 
. London 


Building Acts: 


Appeal (1). 


Tribunal of 


27. University of London: Architectural 
Education Committee (2). 
. Federation of Malaya: Architects’ 


30: 
36. 
37. 


38. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


42. 


43. 


44. 
45. 


(Note: 


. University of 


. Plumbing Trades 


Ordinance 1951 (1). 


. National Consultative Council of the 


Building and Civil Engineering Indus- 


tries: Ministry of Works (2) 
. National Householders Registration 
Council (3). 


Nottingham: Court of 
Governors (1). 
National Apprentice- 


ship Council (1). 


. Professional Classes Aid Council (1). 
. Regional Advisory Council for Higher 


Technological Education, London and 
Home Counties: Regional Advisory 
Committee for Building (1). 

Rotherham Technical College: Building 
Advisory Committee (1). 

Sanitary Inspectors Examination Joint 
Board (1). 

University of Sheffield: Court (1). 
South West Essex Technical College: 
Building Advisory Committee (1). 
Southend-on-Sea Municipal College: 
Architecture, Surveying and Building 
Advisory Committee (1). 

Southern Regional Council for Further 
Education: Advisory Council for Civil 
Engineering and Building (1). 

University of Wales: Faculty of Archi- 
tecture (1). 

West Midlands Advisory Council for 
Technical, Commercial and Art Educa- 
tion: Advisory Committee for Art and 
Industrial Design (1). 

West Midlands Advisory Council for 
Technical, Commercial and Art Educa- 
tion: Advisory Committee for the 
Building Industry (1). 
Wimbledon School of Art: 
Body (1). 

Wolverhampton Technical College: 
Building Advisory Committee (2). 


Governing 


the numerals in brackets indicate 


the number of R.I.B.A. representatives.) 


In reply to a letter sent out in January 


1958 by the Executive Committee to 
R.I.B.A. representatives on this list (all 
except nos. 7, 8, 12, 20, 23, 32, 35 in the first 


list and nos. 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 


10, 11, 24, 26, 27, 


28, 29, 30 in the second list were circularized) 
it was ascertained that of the 87, the member 
or members on eight of them considered it 
not necessary for the Royal Institute to 
continue to be represented. 


Space is not available to describe in any 


383 








detail the functions of all these bodies, but 
a few brief notes are appended which it is 
hoped will give some idea of the role played 
by the R.I.B.A. representatives on a number 
of them. (These notes are based on replies 
received to the circular letter.) 

The picture would not be complete if it 
were not recognised that for much of the 
time these architects have to sit listening 
while matters of little concern to them 
are being discussed, in order to take part 
when points concerning the profession 
crop up. 

The membership is greatly indebted to 
their colleagues who serve on these out- 
side bodies and it is hoped that this brief 
and unexciting article will make them more 
aware of the nature of this representation, 
which in the aggregate is helping to promote 
the interests of the profession of architecture 
in the outside world. 


Ancient Monuments Advisory Committee 
for Northern Ireland. The R.1.B.A. repre- 
sentative reported that points of particular 
interest to the profession are constantly 
before the A.M.A.C. There are the matters 
concerning the Georgian buildings in 
Ulster, in which his interest is continuously 
engaged. 

In the case of the more ancient monu- 
ments, the R.I.B.A. representative’s special 
knowledge is constantly sought, especially 
on problems of structural condition and 
maintenance repairs. 

There is also a growing link-up, in 
which the R.1.B.A. representative has had 
and is having a considerable part, between 
the Ministry of Finance (the Ancient 
Monuments Authority) and its advisory 
body (the A.M.A.C.) and other Ministries, 
local authorities and others towards the 
end that whilst the interests of the ancient 
monuments are reasonably safeguarded, 
the legitimate requirements in respect of 
current architecture and town and country 
planning are not unfairly hampered. 

It may be worthy of note that in all the 
many instances where the R.1I.B.A. repre- 
sentative has been asked by the A.M.A.C. 
to deal with a special problem, he cannot 
remember any instance where his report 
has not been agreed to by the A.M.A.C., 
recommended to the Ministry of Finance, 
and implemented by that Ministry. 


British Productivity Council: London Build- 
ing Productivity Committee. The Committee 
discusses all ways of improving productivity 
in the building industry, including con- 
tributions to productivity which can be 
made by architects. Among other things 
the Committee has arranged for pre- 
liminary reports to be made by a firm of 
industrial consultants on the efficient 
working of an architect’s and quantity 
surveyor’s Office. 

The R.I.B.A. 
Sundridge Park 
the Committee. 

Almost every 


was represented at the 
Conference organised by 


matter discussed by the 
Committee has some reference (even if 
rather oblique) to the profession. The 
R.I.B.A. representatives find themselves 
sometimes in the position of defending the 
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profession, as well as putting the architect’s 
point of view. 


British Wood Preserving Association: Execu- 
tive Committee. Particular points of interest 
to the architectural profession discussed 
were all aspects of wood preservation, 
including precautionary treatment and 
remedial treatment in respect of attack by 
fungi or by beetle. The treatment of timber 
as regards fire was also dealt with. 


College of Advanced Technology, Cardiff: 
Governing Body. At the Governing Body 
and Finance Committee occasions have 
arisen from time to time to watch the 
interest of the School of Architecture. For 
example, to see that it retains its identity 
as the Welsh School of Architecture and 
not merely named as a Department of the 
College. 


Consultative Committee for the Stone 
Industry. Although there are few meetings, 
the R.I.B.A. representative considers that 
architects should be represented; it is in 
the stone industry’s interests to have the 
advice and experience of a member of a 
profession which can affect their activities 
so greatly 


Council for Visual Education. The work of 
this Council is of general interest to the 
architectural profession in that it seeks to 
interest the students and teachers in schools 
in observing their surroundings, increasing 
the appreciation of good town planning 
and architecture. 


Forest Products Research Laboratory: Com- 
mittees on Grading of Home-Grown Soft- 
woods and Hardwoods. The Softwoods 
Committee finished its work in 1955. 

The R.I.B.A. representative considers 
that the work of the Hardwoods Committee 
is of particular interest to the profession 
because home-grown timbers, properly 
graded and seasoned, are equivalent to the 
imported species. 


Institution of Water Engineers: Research 
Group on Internal Plumbing. The Group is 
concerned with the investigating and pro- 
moting of research along lines which do 
not appear to be fully explored by other 
bodies. A considerable amount of the work 
is of no direct interest to the architectural 
profession. Nevertheless, a number of 
topics have arisen in which the profession 
was directly concerned and the views of the 
R.I.B.A. representatives have had con- 
siderable effect in shaping reports and 
recommendations. 

Subjects covered during the year have 
included noise in internal plumbing, anti- 
corrosion methods, new types of piping 
including plastic, frost precautions, etc. 


London Society: Council. The aim of the 
Society is to stimulate a wider concern for 
the beauty of London, for the preservation 
of its charms and the careful consideration 
of its developments. The R.I.B.A. is 
represented by the Chairman of the Council 
of the London Society, Lord Mottistone 
[F]. 


Museums Association: Standing Join 
Committee on Museum Design. As the 
Committee deals with museum design 
practically all the matters discussed had 
some architectural interest. Pians for 
proposed buildings were examined and 
comments made, new suggestions for 
lighting of galleries were considered, etc, 
and considerable follow-up of discussions 
has been made by way of correspondence 
with museum directors, etc. 


National Council of Women of Great 
Britain: Housing Sectional Commitiee. The 
R.I.B.A. representative reports that points 
of particular architectural interest dis. 
cussed were (a) the accommodation for 
single women, their special requirements, 
and the promotion of schemes for housing 
by voluntary organisations, etc.; () the 
Repairs and Rents Act, reports on the 
working of the Act and the use of large 
houses for conversion into flats; and (c) the 
possible demolition of the Nash Terraces, 


Parliamentary and Scientific Committee. 
Since the activities and influence of this 
Committee are widespread and are increas- 
ing, it is difficult to pin-point briefly items 
of interest to the profession because they 
are various and not necessarily immediately 
apparent. There are not only business 
meetings of the Committee at the House of 
Commons, but also papers on nationally 
important subjects of scientific interest are 
delivered by authoritative speakers and 
the R.I.B.A. representatives have occasion- 
ally taken part in the discussion which 
follows. 

In addition to the meetings, official visits 
of groups of Committee members are also 
arranged to various research centres, both 
Government and privately owned. The 
R.I.B.A. representatives joined in visits 
which had any particular architectural or 
building interest. Such visits occupy the 
greater part of the day and the informal 
exchange of views and discussion on what 
the laboratories and works visited are doing 
are most valuable both to the hosts and the 
various interests represented by __ the 
Committee. 


Public Works and Municipal Services Con- 
gress: Executive Committee. This body is 
concerned primarily with engineering and 
it provides considerable publicity for the 
activities of the municipal engineer. The 
Executive of the City and Borough Archi- 
tects’ Society therefore regard it as 
important that the architectural profession 
should be represented. R.I.B.A._ repre- 
sentatives have given and are giving 4 
number of papers which have made 4 
useful contribution to the interests of the 
profession. 


Town Planning Joint Examination Board. 
The title of the Examination Board 
describes its function and it is concerned 
with the whole machinery for preparing 


examinations for the Town Planning 
Institute. The normal agenda covers 
financial matters, consideration 0 


examiners, papers and results. 
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Ancient \fonuments Board for England. The 
A.M.B. ceals with all historical monuments 
maintained by the Crown. The R.I.B.A. 
representative reports that a good deal of 
time is spent discussing prehistoric remains 
about which, of course, he cannot pretend 
to be an authority. But at nearly every 
meeting there has been long discussion on 
topics 01 architectural interest, for example 
the methods of repair and preservation of 
Hadrian’s Wall, the Tower of London, and 
Corfe Castle, and the desirability of listing 
and perhaps acquiring control of typical 
early industrial buildings and their equip- 
ment (e.g. the first coal and tin mines, 
early factory buildings, windmills and 
water-mills)—this is a new departure. 


British Waterworks Association: Standing 
Committee on Water Regulations. The 
functions of this Committee can be sum- 
marised briefly as follows: (1) the testing 
of all types of water fittings and apparatus; 
(2) by-laws relating to the materials and the 
manufacture of such fittings and apparatus; 
and (3) by-laws relating to waste, misuse 
and contamination of water. 

There can be no question that 95 per cent 
of the Committee’s time is taken up with 
the passing, or otherwise, of fittings or 
apparatus, and such work is very rarely 
of direct concern to the profession. The 
by-laws on which the manufacture of such 
fittings is based and under which their 
installation is permitted, have, over the 
years, become fairly well established and 
alteration is infrequent. 

Nevertheless, when such alterations are 
proposed, they may be, and indeed usually 
are, of very direct concern to the archi- 
tectural profession. The increased use of 
plastics in fittings and especially in parts of 
fittings is causing considerable concern at 
the present moment, and is likely over the 
next few years to involve very considerable 
modification to parts of the by-laws. It is 
likely that the architectural profession 
may have considerable interest in this 
aspect. 


Darlington College of Further Education: 
Board of Governors. The Building Advisory 
Committee of which the R.I.B.A. repre- 
sentative is Chairman, has discussed various 
problems relating to the training of crafts- 
men and supervisors in all branches of the 
industry. 

A new College of Further Education has 
been approved by the Ministry of Education 
and the first phase of this, comprising 
engineering and building workshops, was 
opened in 1957. 

The major portion of the scheme will be 
built during the next few years and as 
matters pertaining to it will play a con- 
siderable part in the Governors’ meet- 
nes R.I.B.A. representation will be valu- 
able. 


District Surveyors Examination Board. A 
great many matters of professional interest 
are discussed at the meetings. The architect 
practising in London has a great deal to do 
with district surveyors and this Board gives 
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a valuable opportunity for the interchange 
of views both in relation to the duties of 
the district surveyor and the relationship 
of the associated professions of the archi- 
tect, surveyor, engineer, etc. 

The aspect upon which one of the 
R.LB.A. represertatives is particularly 
concerned is the part of building design in 
the experience and knowledge of a com- 
petent district surveyor. 


East Ham School of Building: Advisory 
Committee. The R.I.B.A. representative 
reported on a proposal to establish a 
College of Advanced Building Technology, 
following a report of a Study Group 
appointed by the Building Advisory Com- 
mittee of the Regional Advisory Council. 
Such a College might contain schools of 
architecture and other professions which, 
it is suggested, would seek recognition by 
the appropriate bodies. The Committee 
were in agreement in principle to the 
establishing of such a College, and made a 
suggestion that, if possible, it should be 
sited near the Building Research Station 
at Garston rather than in Central London 
as was originally proposed. The Educa- 
tion Committee later adopted this sug- 
gestion. 


Epsom and Ewell School of Art: Governing 
Body. The R.I.B.A. representative men- 
tions the following points of interest to the 
profession: The whole question of adequate 
training for applied arts, particularly those 
closely allied to architecture, and the 
appreciation of this by sculptors, mural 
painters, etc. Also discussed were various 
methods of publicising courses of training, 
for example, the need for apprenticeship 
schemes for painting and decorating. 


University of Exeter: Court of Governors. 
The question of new buildings for the 
University was before the Court on each 
occasion and plans were available for 
inspection. 


L.C.C. Technical College for Furnishing 
Trades: Governing Body. The R.1.B.A 
representative considers that the technical 
and design training of men who will be 
employed in management in the furniture 
and allied trades is a matter of interest to 
the profession. 


Plumbing Trades National Apprenticeship 
Council. The points discussed at the meet- 
ings were all concerned with apprenticeship 
matters connected with the plumbing 
industry and in particular with the pre- 
paration of a new Apprenticeship Deed. 
It would be difficult to suggest that any of 
these points are of special interest to the 
architectural profession beyond saying that 
it is obviously in the interest of the pro- 
fession to have a reasonable number of 
adequately trained apprentices coming 
forward. 


University of Sheffield: Court. The agenda 
included reference to the large building 
development programme of the University 
which is now under way. 


Practice Notes 
Edited by Charles Woodward [A] 


IN PARLIAMENT. Thermal Insulation— 
Thermal Insulation (Dwellings) Bill. The 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment was asked to state the outcome of his 
discussions with local authority organisa- 
tions with regard to the proposals in the 
Thermal Insulation (Dwellings) Bill, and 
whether he was yet in a position to make 
a detailed statement of Government policy 
with regard to the matter. 

Mr. Bevins stated that while there was 
general agreement that the aims of greater 
fuel economy in domestic heating and 
warmer houses should be actively pursued, 
the local authority associations thought 
that thermal insulation could not satis- 
factorily be divorced from other aspects of 
housebuilding and ought not to be made 
the subject of separate regulations. He 
added that the Government shared this 
view. Mr. Bevins recalled that the insula- 
tion of houses was in fact already dealt 
with in building by-laws made under the 
Public Health Act, 1936. The Minister of 
Housing, who had been in close touch with 
the Ministers of Power and of Works, 
now proposed again to consult focal 
authority and professional associations on 
the question whether the standards adopted 
in the by-laws should not be raised. If it 
appeared that the standards should be 
raised, he would ask local authorities to 
strengthen their by-laws on this point 
straight away. Mr. Bevins added that the 
further discussions with the local authorities 
would start almost at once and, if they 
were in agreement that the standards of 
the by-laws ought to be raised, his Ministry 
would take the necessary action to that 
effect. (10 June 1958.) 


Constructional Contracts. Sir A. Bossom 
asked the Minister of Works if he will 
require that all constructional contracts 
passed through his Department shall in 
future have included as one of the contract 
documents a _ properly prepared and 
Officially approved time and _ progress 
schedule in an endeavour to put an end to 
the delays not uncommon today in 
Government construction work. 

Mr. Molson: In all substantial con- 
structional contracts my Department 
already stipulates in the contract docu- 
ments that the contractor shall produce, in 
agreement with the superintending officer, 
within four weeks of the placing of the 
contract, a programme chart of the whole 
of the works. This procedure, combined 
with the full planning now adopted in 
pursuance of the fixed price tender policy, 
is effective in eliminating avoidable delays. 
(24 July 1958.) 


Constructional Work (Modular Co-ordina- 
tion). Sir A. Bossom asked the Secretary 
of State for War if he will consider re- 
quiring in future that all constructional 
work to be executed for his Department 
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shall be drawn on a dimensionally modular 
co-ordinated plan as is now required for 
the War Department of the United States 
of America, to enable it to be carried out 
more quickly, cheaply and easily. 

Mr. Soames: A War Office architect is 
a member of the committee of the British 
Standards Institution which is investigating 
modular co-ordination, and we are in- 
terested also in the work being done on the 
subject by the Building Research Station. 
We are keeping in touch with the develop- 
ment of this new principle with a view to its 
adoption for Army building when its 
advantages have been established. (28 July 
1958.) 


Architecture, Civil Engineering and Building. 
Sir A. Bossom asked the Minister of Educa- 
tion if he will advise all technical colleges, 
institutes and schools now having courses 
in architecture, civil engineering and/or 
building, that they should consider in- 
cluding in their curricula for final year 
pupils instruction in producing a proper 
time and progress schedule for all construc- 
tional operations, with a view to avoiding 
the present wastage of time in the actual 
construction of many buildings. 

Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd: The study of time 
and progress schedules is now commonly 
introduced in the more advanced stages of 
courses in architecture. It is included in a 
few civil engineering courses and in the 
only building course so far recognised as 
leading to the Diploma in Technology and 
is touched on in many National Diploma 
and Higher National Certificate courses 
in building. I welcome these developments 
and will take appropriate opportunities 
to encourage the study of this and other 
methods designed to improve organisation 
on the site. (30 July 1958.) 


ADVANCE PLANNING AND FIRM 
PRICE TENDERING. In the JoURNAL for 
August last on page 432 the views of the 
N.F.B.T.E. on Firm Price Tendering were 
published, and in the JOURNAL for Novem- 
ber last it was stated by the R.I.B.A. 
Council that the Royal Institute confirmed 
the principle of firm price tendering. In 
November 1957 the N.F.B.T.E. issued a 
Memorandum supplementary to the state- 
ment in the JOURNAL for August last. Both 
these statements have been considered by 
the Joint Consultative Committee of 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and 
Builders with the result that the following 
statement was issued :— 

The Joint Consultative 
Architects, Quantity 
Builders have been studying the two 
statements on Firm Price Tendering, 
issued by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers in July and 
November last year, in relation to the 
J.C.C.’s earlier document, ‘Plan Before 
You Build’, and the Government’s firm 
price tendering policy. 

The J.C.C. welcome the N.F.B.T.E.’s 
initiative in preparing and issuing the 
statements and consider that they make a 
valuable contribution to tendering and con- 
tract procedure and that the guidance and 


Committee of 
Surveyors and 


386 


advice they contain are of first importance 
in executing firm price building contracts 
efficiently and economically. 

The J.C.C. wish particularly to empha- 
sise to Government Departments, local 
authorities, and all other building owners 
and agencies responsible for the placing of 
contracts, the relevance and importance of 
the following points included in the three 
documents :— 


1. Time spent in construction is more 
costly than time spent preparing for it. 
Money is saved by thorough preliminary 
planning. In his own interests, and in the 
interests of all concerned, the building 
Owner must realise that any change of 
mind after work has commenced will be 
costly in both money and time to an extent 
which can be out of all proportion to the 
benefits derived from the alteration. 

2. Tenders should be open for accept- 
ance within two months, after which they 
should be subject to confirmation or 
adjustment by the contractor. 


3. There must be strict adherence to the 


terms of the contract and complete 
documentation, which includes—at the 
planning stage:— 

(a) Bills of Quantities prepared in 


accordance with the principles of the 
Standard Method of Measurement from 
the proposed contract drawings. 

(b) A site plan. 

(c) 4 in. scale drawings. 

(d) All such details and drawings as may 
be necessary to enable the contractor to 
commence the works. 

(e) An adequate specification. 


4. To ensure that the contractor pursues 
the correct course in carrying out the con- 
tract according to its intent and meaning, 
the architect should be informed—as early 
as possible after the contract is placed— 
not only of the contractor’s time and pro- 
gress schedule, but also what he requires 
from the architect to enable him to comply 
with that schedule. 


Issue of Bills of Quantities 

The Joint Consultative Committee of 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and 
Builders feel that their Procedure Note 
issued in February 1958, may not have 
stressed sufficiently the opinion of the 
Committee that the complete bill of quanti- 
ties should, save in exceptional circum- 
stances, be issued to tenderers a sufficient 
length of time before the date for the sub- 
mission of tenders to enable the contractor 
to prepare his tender. 

With the object of preventing any mis- 
understanding, the following Procedure 
Note is issued in place of the earlier one :— 

‘It has been brought to the notice of 
the Joint Consultative Committee of Archi- 
tects, Quantity Surveyors and Builders 
that there is an increase in the practice of 
issuing bills of quantities in sections during 
the period prior to the date for submission 
of tenders. The Committee recommend 
that, save in exceptional circumstances, the 
complete bills should be issued to ten- 


derers in sufficient time before the date for 
the submission of tenders to enable the 
contractor to prepare his tender. In the 
very limited number of instances w here this 
is impossible, adequate time should be 
allowed, after the issue of all relevant 
documents, for the contractor to give 
proper consideration to them before syb. 
mitting his tender; if necessary, the date for 
submission of tenders should be post. 
poned.’ 


ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE. Up. 
limited Liability Companies. An architect 
may not carry on his practice in the form 
of a limited liability company. This would 
have the effect of limiting his financial 
responsibility to his client in cases where 
an architect’s duty is called into question, 
There is no objection to an architectural 
practice being carried on in the form of an 
unlimited liability company. The archi. 
tect’s financial liability is not thereby 
affected and his duty remains the same, — 
Where an architect considers that there 
would be some financial advantage in 
practising as an unlimited liability com- 
pany, he would be well advised to consult a 
chartered accountant so as to realise how 
the Finance Acts can affect a_ business 
carried on in that form. It may well be 
that our legislators did not have architects 
in mind, but nevertheless the same laws 
apply to the poor as they do to the rich. 


BUILDING CONTRACTS. Views on 
Tendering. Mr. Stanley Farrow, President 
of the London Master Builders Association, 
referred to ‘the ridiculous practice of indis- 
criminate tendering’ when he spoke to his 
area chairmen’s conference recently. Build- 
ing contractors, Mr. Farrow stated, were 
spending over £30 million a year in ten- 
dering for jobs which they would never 
get. He suggested that local authorities 
would be making a valuable contribution 
to reducing building costs if they would 
follow the example of the Ministry of 
Works and limit their lists according to the 
size of the job. With the credit squeeze and 
the consequent shortage of work, he con- 
tinued, many employing authorities, both 
public and private, were finding that they 
had a wider choice of firms anxious to 
tender, and seemed to think that they 
might obtain keener prices if competition 
was unlimited. Such a view was ‘a con: 
plete fallacy’ and in the long run lengthy 
lists of tenderers did no good either to the 
contracting side or to the industry as 4 
whole, but were merely the cause of wasted 
time, effort and money, apart from the 
obvious frustration of those employed on 
the actual estimating. ‘By limiting the 
number of tenders asked for’, Mr. Farrow 
declared, ‘we do not in any way want to 
kill competition; on the contrary, we wail 
to make it more effective.’ 


RIGHTS OF LIGHT. In March 1957 the 
Lord Chancellor appointed a Committe 
to consider whether it was desirable to 
amend the law relating to rights of light 
having regard to the development of wat! 
damaged sites being prevented or impeded 
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by restrictions Or controls imposed during 
or after the late war. 

The Committee sat under the Chair- 
manship of Mr. Justice Harman, and its 
Report as now been issued and is obtain- 
able at H.M.S.O. price Is. net. 


The recommendations if adopted by the 
Government would require legislation. 
Mr. P. V. Burnett [F] was a member of 


the Committee. 


MINIS TRY OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT. Administrative Tribunals 
and Inquiries. Circular 38/58 dated 14 July 
addressed to local authorities refers to 
appeals under the Town and Country 
Planning (Control of Advertisements) 
Regulations, and the report of a visit to the 
site by an officer of the Department 
accompanied by representatives of the 


parties. The Minister has decided as 
follows :— 

The main object of a visit in such a case is to 
enable one of the Minister’s officers to inspect 
the site of the appeal and to report on it; but 
in the course of time it has become established 
practice for the officer to report also any 
representations made by the parties at the 
visit, even though in some cases written 
representations are submitted by them as well. 
The Minister has decided that, in respect of 
accompanied visits which take place as from 
the date of this Circular on appeals under the 
above Regulations, the letter giving the 
Minister’s decision on the appeal will state that 
any recipient may obtain a copy of the officer’s 
report if a request is made for it within one 
month of the date of the letter. These copies 
will not include maps and photographs. 

It is not intended to alter the informal nature 
of the proceedings at such visits. 

The Minister regards it as important that the 





NATIONAL 


JOINT COUNCIL FOR THE BUILDING INDUSTRY. Standard 


Rates of Wages. By the terms of an Award accepted by the National Joint Council the 
standard rates of wages as from 23 June 1958 are as follows:— 


NEW RATES PER HOUR (as from Monday 23 June 1958). 


1. Craftsmen and Labourers: 





























London Grade 2 
Liverpool 
ae = District 
Inner Outer A Al 
| x d. Ss. d. s d. 5 d. Ss. d. 
| Craftsmen. . 4 94 4 9 4 8 4 74 4 94 
| Labourers. . 4 3 4 23 44 4 1 4 3 
2, Apprentices and Young Male Labourers: 
Apprentices 
| London Grade 
| Liverpool 
| Age District 
| Inner Outer A Al 
| S. d. $ d. S. d. ra d. &: d. 
) 15 1 2 1 24 1 2 1 2 1 24 
| 16 1 74 1 7 1 63 1 64 1 74 
| 17 2 43 2 44 2 4 2s 2 43 
| 18 3 0 2 113 2 i 2 103 3 0 
| 19 3k 3 63 3 6 3 53 3m 
20 4 24 4 2 4 1 4 03 4 24 
L 
Young Male Labourers 
| London Grade 
Liverpool 
| mee ee eee ie . wae District 
Inner Outer A Al 
| s d. S. d. Ss. d. S d. S. d. 
| 15 t 3 t 3 1 4 1 44 i 3s 
| 16 111 1103 | 1 104 1 10} 111 
: a 2 10 2 93 2 9 | 2 8} | 2 10 
| 8 | 43 #| 4 2 | 4 i | 41 | #3 








The new rates for Watchmen as from 28 July 1958 are as follows:— 


London and Liverpool, 26s. Od. per shift. 
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Provinces, 24s. 9d. per shift. 


statement of reasons given by a local planning 
authority for refusing consent or granting con- 
sent subject to conditions for the display of an 
advertisement shall be full enough to give the 
applicant adequate understanding of those 
reasons. It is not sufficient to say that the dis- 
play of an advertisement would be against the 
interests of amenity, or against the interests of 
public safety. In the former case it should be 
explained what is the amenity and how that 
amenity would be affected, and in the latter 
case it should be explained in what way public 
safety would be imperilled. 


LANDLORD AND TENANT (TEM- 
PORARY PROVISIONS) ACT, 1958. 
This Act is now in operation and the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment has prepared a leaflet explaining the 
provisions of the Act as it affects the rents 
of houses decontrolled on 6 October next. 
The leaflet is obtainable from local authori- 
ties, the Citizens’ Advice Bureaux and from 
the Ministry on written application. 


THERMAL INSULATION (INDUS- 
TRIAL BUILDINGS) ACT, 1957. The 
Minister of Power has now made Regula- 
tions under this Act which prescribe 
standards of insulation against loss of heat 
from the roofs of new industrial buildings 
or extensions begun on or after 1 January 
1959. Some classes of buildings are 
exempted. 

An Explanatory Memorandum has been 
published and is obtainable at H.M.S.O., 
as also are the Regulations (1958 S.I. 
No. 1220/1958). 


LAW CASE 
Granada Theatres Ltd., v. Freehold In- 
vestment (Leytonstone) Ltd. What are 


‘substantial structural repairs’? Chancery 
Division, 13 June 1958. In this case the 
Court had to construe a covenant in a 
lease that the lessee must ‘keep the demised 
premises in good and substantial repair 
and condition but nothing in this 
clause contained shall render the lessee 
liable for structural repairs of a substantial 
nature to the main walls roof foundations 
or main drains of the demised building’. 
The landlord’s covenant was to ‘repair 
maintain and keep the main structure walls 
roofs and drains of the demised premises 
in good structural repair and condition at 
all times during the said term’. 

His Lordship observed in the course of 
his judgment that the expression ‘structural 
repairs’ had never been judicially defined 
and he himself would say that ‘structural 
repairs’ means repairs of, or to, a structure. 
In this case the two matters concerned 
were repairs to the roof and one of the 
main walls of the cinema. The roof was 
partly slated and partly asbestos sheeting 
and his Lordship held that the roof is part 
of the structure and any repairs to it are 
necessarily structural repairs. Treating the 
word ‘substantial’ as equivalent to ‘con- 
siderable’ and measuring the liability more 
by reference to the antecedent disrepair 
than by the repairs themselves, they plainly 
are considerable, with the result that they 
are excluded from the lessees’ obligations 
and fall into the landlords’ obligations. 

It must be taken to be admitted that the 
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nine-inch wall is one of the main walls of 
the building and is therefore part of the 
structure of the building. A cement ren- 
dering had been applied to the front of 
that wall and is now peeling or falling or 
stripping off owing to the intrusion of 
damp or some other reason, and the 
cement has taken away with it parts of 
the bricks to which it was intended to 
adhere, and here again there is a structural 
disrepair calling for a structural repair of 
a considerable or substantial and not a 
trifling or inconsiderable nature. His 
Lordship held that the repairing of the 
nine-inch wall by replacing the now 
detached rendering and restoring or re- 
placing the bricks injured by the coming 


away of the rendering, is also excluded 
from the lessees’ obligation and falls 
within the obligation of the landlords. 

His Lordship directed an inquiry to be 
taken as regards the amount to be allocated 
in respect of the disrepair of the roof and 
the terms of the declaration as to the wall. 
The lessees were given costs down to and 
including judgment, further costs to be 
reserved. (THE ESTATES GAZETTE, 21 June 
1958.) 


[Note. The inquiry as to amount was 
ordered because the lessees had spent 
£961 in repairing the roof and the land- 
lords had obtained an estimate for doing 
the same work for £130 10s.] 





Review of Construction 
and Materials 


National Inspection Council for Electrical 
Installation Contracting. Reference was 
made in the R.1.B.A. JOURNAL for December 
1956, page 72, to the formation of the 
National Inspection Council for Electrical 
Installation Contracting, an organisation 
set up for ‘the protection of consumers of 
electricity against unsound, unsafe or 
otherwise defective electrical installations’. 
The National Inspection Council carry out 
this mission by publication of a Roll of 
Approved Electrical Installation Con- 
tractors who have voluntarily undertaken 
to comply with the Regulations for the 
Electrical Equipment of Buildings issued by 
Institution of Electrical Engineers and to 
submit themselves to periodical inspection 
by one of the inspecting engineers employed 
by the National Inspection Council. The 
advantage to architects of employing an 
approved contractor of the National 
Inspection Council is manifest, because not 
only has the contractor undertaken to 
comply with the I.E.E. Regulations and to 
use good material, but his work is inspected 
at least once a year by one of the National 
Inspection Council’s inspectors to ensure 
that he is in fact maintaining the standard 
and that all his work is carried out under 
adequate supervision. Should a case of 
unsatisfactory work occur in spite of this, 
reference tothe National Inspection Council 
can be relied upon to put matters right. 

Arrangements are being made for a 
copy of the second edition of the Roll of 
Approved Electrical Installation Con- 
tractors to be sent to each of the Allied 
Societies of the R.I.B.A. immediately and 
will there be available for reference. In 
addition to this the National Inspection 
Council through their mailing agents 
arranged for the dispatch of a copy of the 
Roll to all firms of architects as well as 
to the architects of local authorities and 
other statutory bodies. Anyone who has 
not received a copy of the Roll in this 
manner and who requires one is asked to 
apply to the Secretary, National Inspection 
Council for Electrical Installation Con- 
tracting, Aldine House, 10-13 Bedford 
Street, London, W.C.2. 
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Recent publications 


British Standards and British Standard 
Codes of Practice 


B.S. 1493: 1958. 
materials. Price 4s. 


Polystyrene moulding 


B.S. 1709: 1958. Drawing instruments for 
drawing office use. Price 4s. 6d. This new 
B.S. combines in one volume and super- 


sedes the previous editions of B.S. 1709 . 


and B.S. 2460. It includes instruments 
normally contained in a case or set of 
drawing instruments; it does not include 
such items as scales, set squares, tee- 
squares or protractors for which other 
standards already exist. The B.S. is in two 
halves one dealing with the specification 
of materials and the other’ with 
nomenclature. 


B.S. 2951: 1958. Glossary of terms used in 
high vacuum technology. Price 7s. 6d. 


B.S. 2989: 1958. Continuously hot-dipped 
galvanised plain steel sheet and coil. Price 
3s. 6d. 


B.S. 2990: 1958. Rationalised and un- 
rationalised formulae in electrical engineer- 
ing. Price 4s. 6d. 


C.P. 1008: 1958. Maintenance of electrical 
switchgear. Price 8s. 6d. 

These publications are available from 
British Standards Institution, British Stan- 
dards House, 2 Park Street, London, W.1. 


Ministry of Works Advisory Leaflets. 
No. 43, 1958. Testing concrete. Price 4d. 
No. 44, 1958. Smoky chimneys. Price 4d. 


Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research 
Building Research 1957. Price 5s. 6d. 
Forest Products Research 1957. Price 6s. 
National Building Studies, special report 
No. 26. Simplified daylight tables. Price 
ls. 9d. 

These publications are available from 
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


Council of Industrial Design 
13th annual report of the Counci! with its 
Scottish Committee. Price 7s. 6d 

This publication is available ‘rom The 
Centre, 28 Haymarket, London, 


Modular Society 
Transaction No. 25, Summer 1958. Price 55. 
(5s. 6d. incl. postage). This issue includes 
two major articles, firstly ‘the Modular 
Society reports results of 5 years’ work’ jp 
the form of a modular system ready for 
practical application and, secondly ‘Brick 
sizes, the 4-in. module and modular brick. 
work’, a paper given to the Society by 
Mr. Bruce Martin [A], Head of Modular 
Co-ordination Studies, British Standards 
Institution. 

This publication is available from the 
Modular Society, 22 Buckingham Street. 
London, W.C.2. 


British Plastics Federation 
Publication No. 42, 1958. Specification for 
tube for cold water services made from high 
density polythene. Price 1s. 

This publication is available from the 
British Plastics Federation, 47/48 Piccadilly. 
London, W.1. , 


British Wood Preserving Association 
Seven papers given at the Association's 
annual convention at Cambridge, July 1958. 
No. 1. A marine exposure test of chemically 
impregnated poles and untreated controls 
in South African harbours, by P. M. D. 
Krogh. 
No. 2. The permeability of wood and its 
importance in timber preservation, by 
D. N. Smith. 
No. 3. Penetration of preservatives into 
refractory wood, by Ing. Vladimir Rubes. 
No. 4. Some curiosities of fungal and insect 
attack on timber, by Claude Sisley, 
F.R.E:S. 
No. 5. Treatment of timber against attack 
by insects and fungi in warm climates, by 
D. Boocock. 
No. 6. On some organic solvent types of 
timber preservatives in Germany, by Dr. 
Giinther Becker. 
No. 7. Some experiments with oscillating 
pressures in wood impregnation, by Sten 
T. Henriksson. 

These papers are available from the 
British Wood Preserving Association, 6 
Southampton Place, London, W.C.1. 


British Electrical Development Association 
List No. 6, 1958. List of recommended 
domestic electrical appliances for local 
authority housing, compiled at the request 
of the Ministry of Fuel and Power. 

This publication is available from the 
British Electrical Development Association, 
2 Savoy Hill, London, W.C.2. 


Reminder 

R.I.B.A. and Building Centre Competition 
for Manufacturers’ Trade and Technical 
Literature 1958. Last day for submitting 
entries, 31 October 1958. All inquiries t0 
The Building Centre, 26 Store Street, 
London, W.C.1 (Museum 5400). 
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New Hurseal convector 


New building products 


These notes on products are compiled 
from manufacturers’ information and com- 
ments are those of the manufacturers not 
the editor. 


Hurseal convector. Just introduced by the 
Electrical Appliance Division of Hurseal 
is a new electric convector heater which 
hes slim, elegant, contemporary lines. 

Designed for high space heating efficiency 
it has a 2kW element which gives rapid 
warm-up and a 3 heat switch for a high 
degree of control. Overall size is: height 
25in. (including feet), width 28in. and 
depth 25 in. This first model is marketed 
in the 230-250V a.c. range but the 
200-210 V a.c. range is available with a 
six-week delivery date. 

The sides and top and bottom air 
grilles are a gold colour anodised metal 
band which contrasts well with the smooth 
cream panel body of the heater. The 





















































The Wallfold folding doors 
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handle, which folds flat when not in use, 
enables the convector to be easily carried 
when necessary as it swings the appliance 
well clear of the body. The 3 heat control 
switch and drop-handle are located at the 
back of the heater and do not interfere 
with the clean appearance of the front. 
Plastic buffers on all feet prevent slipping 
and marking of polished floors. 

Retail price of the new Hurseal electric 
convector is £9 9s. 10d. including purchase 
tax. (Hurseal Limited, 229 Regent Street, 
London, W.1. Telephone: Regent 1051/6.) 


Wallfold. A new range of folding doors 
and walls by Home Fittings (Great Britain) 
Ltd., 123 High Street, Uxbridge. (Uxbridge 
8543.) 

The basis of the Wallfold is a simple, 
smooth working series of interconnected 
‘concertina’ units. Each unit comprises 
four 1/16in. steel plates hinged to each 
other about connecting rods. No oiling 
or maintenance of any kind is required 
and all metal parts are galvanised and 
rust proof. Wallfold is to be available in a 
wide range of standard sizes but the manu- 
facturers will, of course, be building to 
any specification required. 

A covering of p.v.c. leathercloth is easy 


to clean and hardwearing. Rubberised 
paints are available for use on _ p.v.c. 
leathercloth to match any colour or 


furnishing scheme. 

Draught exclusion is assured by a 
flexible rubber sweep strip which, attached 
to the lower edge of the leathercloth, com- 
pletely takes up any floor irregularities. 
A spring clip in the track ensures perfect 
closure. A plastic handle is fitted for ease 
of operation of both doors and walls. 


Aluminium refuse hoppers by Code Designs 
Ltd., Oldfield Lane, Greenford, Middlesex. 
(Waxlow 2828.) 

In the past refuse hoppers have been 
fitted on open balconies or staircases and 
a high degree of quality and: airtightness 








Code Designs Ltd., refuse hoppers 


has not, therefore, been necessary; now- 
adays it is desirable to have a better quality 
article with a close fitting door to prevent 
the escape of smells and which is quieter 
in operation. 

This new refuse hopper embodies these 
requirements and consists of a cast iron 
frame which is delivered to site for building- 
in. At completion stage the aluminium 
door (finished in an attractive stove- 
enamelled finish if required) is delivered 
and fitted. The production is so arranged 
that any door will fit any frame. The 
bottom or shoot portion of the hopper is 
counterbalanced so that with the use of 
special neoprene plastic rubber lining or 
gasket, which also is used as an internal 
lining to the door, a virtually airtight 
closure is ensured. The handle is purpose 





Sankey Sheldon Ltd., ‘Picture Window’ steel partitions. 
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designed for grip and ease of operation 
and engages with a specially shaped wedge 
plate resulting in very quiet and efficient 
closure. Attention has been given to the 
maintenance of the hopper and all wearing 
parts other than the basic cast iron frame 
are replaceable. 


‘Picture Window’ steel partitions by Sankey 
Sheidon Ltd., 46 Cannon Street, London, 
E.C.4. (City 4477.) 


‘Picture Window’ fully-flush movable 
partition units are fabricated from steel 
with double-sheeted, sound-deadened lower 
panels. Continuous removable floor skirt- 
ing, cornice, and posts with removable 
pilasters enable electrical wiring and other 
services to be concealed within the parti- 


tions although being immediately accessible. 
Glazing above the lower panels is by means 
of din. plate glass secured by glazing 
beads and normally set in putty. 

Normal standard heights for free- 
standing partitions are 7 ft. 5 in., 8 ft. 5 in., 
9 ft. 5 in., and 10 ft. 5 in., but there is no 
difficulty in providing any desired height 
and fitting to underside of ceiling or beams. 
The ‘Picture Window’ glass areas are 
governed in width by the sizes of the steel 
lower panels, viz. 3 ft. 3 in., and 2 ft. 9 in. 
Balanced combination of these, therefore, 
provides continuous glass spans of 5 ft. 6 in., 
6 ft. 6 in., 8 ft. 3 in., or 9 ft. 9 in. 

There is a choice of five stove-enamelled 
colours, or units can be supplied with a 
prime stoved coat for finishing on site. 





Architectural Competitions 
A Reply to the Rt. Hon. Hugh Molson, M.P., Minister of Works 


THE QUESTION WAS ASKED in the House of 
Commons recently as to whether the 
proposed residence in Lagos for the U.K. 
High Commissioner should not have been 
the subject of an architectural competition. 

The Minister of Works, Mr. Hugh 
Molson, replying, said that the urgency of 
this scheme would not have allowed the 
time necessary for a competition. Un- 
fortunately the Minister did not let it go at 
this, but went on to say that he was not 
in favour of competitions as a means of 
appointing architects for schemes of this 
type, and that in the last hundred years 
his Department had on a number of 
occasions organised competitions, and in 
no single case had the successful design 
for a major Government building been 
carried out. 

This statement was received by the 
House with laughter. 

It was also widely reported in the Press. 

Whether the laughter was directed at 
the Ministry for admitting to such a queer 
record or whether the very idea of archi- 
tectural competitions seems funny to M.P.s 
is uncertain, but the statement cannot be 
left unanswered since it gives the impression 
that a Government Department after a 
century of experience has rejected this 
method of selecting an architect. 

The early history of architectural 
competitions, like the early history of 
parliamentary representation, records some 
scandalous incidents. Both have had much 
to live down, but both have achieved 
respectability. 

What, then, were these competitions 
promoted by Mr. Molson’s predecessors? 
What unhappy memories passed on from 
civil servant to civil servant have brought 
about this prejudice? 

Over the period of a hundred years 
mentioned by Mr. Molson and which he 
may have had in mind there were the 
following open competitions: 


1856-57. Public Offices in Whitehall (218 
competitors). The winning scheme was 
abandoned and Sir Gilbert Scott, who won 
the third prize for the Foreign Office 
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portion, was later appointed to design the 
whole of the present block between King 
Charles Street and Downing Street. 
1864. Natural History Museum (32 com- 
petitors). The successful competitor dying, 
the scheme was abandoned. Alfred Water- 
house, who was not one of the finalists, 
eventually designed the building. 
1883-84. Admiralty and War Office (128 
competitors). The winning scheme was 
abandoned but Leeming and Leeming, 
who were one of the successful competitors 
in the preliminary competition, were later 
commissioned to design a building for the 
Admiralty only, which was built. 
1913. Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens 
(187 competitors). The winning design by 
Mr. E. Vincent Harris, R.A. [F], was 
abandoned owing to the outbreak of war. 
When the matter came up again in the 
1930’s a larger site was available. After the 
Ministry had consulted a list of names 
submitted by the R.I.B.A., the winner of 
the original competition was appointed to 
design the new and larger building now to 
be seen in Whitehall. 

In the same period there were three 
limited competitions: 
1866-67. National Gallery rebuilding (10 
competitors chosen). The assessors failing 
to agree on an award the Government 
chose E. M. Barry from among the 
competitors, who carried out the extension 
scheme, much more limited than his 
competition design. 
1866-67. Royal Courts of Justice (10 
competitors chosen). The assessors’ recom- 
mendation was not accepted by the 
Government, who chose Street. The scheme 
carried out once more differed from the 
competition design. 
1890. South Kensington Museum (8 com- 
petitors). The successful competitor was 
appointed in this case, but the scheme was 
then abandoned. Sir Aston Webb, the 
winner, was however eventually com- 
missioned to design two separate buildings, 
namely the Victoria and Albert Museum 
and the Royal College of Science. 


Of the above competitions only one was 
held in the present century. This reduces 
the experience of Mr. Molson’s Depart. 
ment to one instance in the last 58 years. 
Not great or recent. Certainly not great 
enough to offset the experience of many 
other promoters of architectural competi. 
tions, among them the Church, a patron of 
architecture whose experience goes back 
even further than a century. 

The Church does what every sensible 
client, including Government Departments, 
is free to do, choses the man it wants when 
it knows who he is—Bentley for West- 
minster, Lutyens for Liverpool (although 
if Bentley had not let it be known that he 
would not compete there might well have 
been a competition for Westminster 
Cathedral). Otherwise, when a cathedral 
has to be designed a competition is held, 
Can it be said that Liverpool Anglican, 
Guildford and Coventry have discredited 
this alternative ? 

Since the end of the last war over forty 
competitions open to architects have been 
promoted in the U.K. alone and a large 
number of the winning designs have 
resulted in buildings of distinction. To 
mention only a few—the Pimlico Housing 
Scheme for the City of Westminster, the 
Golden Lane Scheme for the City of London 
and the T.U.C. Headquarters building. 

The architectural profession has not 
allowed occasional failures to shake its 
faith in the value of open competitions, 
It is the only profession which offers its 
clients a comprehensive and _ selective 
means of choosing a professional man. Inno 
other profession are members willing to put 
so much skill, time and labour into such a 
hazardous venture as a competition. 

It is not so well known as it should per- 
haps be, that much of the success of a 
competition depends on its promoters. 
How often can it be said that a reasonable 
client, owning a good site, who expresses 
lucidly his requirements, has been let down 
by the competition method? Surely very 
seldom indeed and usually in the cases 
where the advice of the assessors has been 
disregarded. Such results cannot be attri- 
buted to the competition system. Perhaps 
there is something inhibiting or timid 
about Government Departments. If so 
this is a pity, for it is through the archi- 
tecture they sponsor that Governments 
can inspire their own people and impress 
visitors, apart from encouraging pro- 
gressive design, the need for which has so 
often been expressed. 

The Minister should be reminded that a 
general election is in some respects an open 
competition in which the electorate act as 
assessors. Some results of this system might 
be sufficiently damaging, but on balance 
it works well and is the best we have. 

It should not be difficult to forget the 
last hundred years, Mr. Molson, and gain 
experience of the system by taking the 
first opportunity to promote a competition 
among architects. It might convince the 
Ministry that there is something in the 
idea after all. 

W. F. HOWARD [Fl 
Chairman, R.I.B.A. Competitions Committee 
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Correspondence 


ARCHITECT AND ENGINEER 


Sir—it is, I think, apparent to most archi- 
tects--and many engineers—that there is 
need for improvement in the manner and 
means of collaboration now necessary 
between architect and engineer in the 
design of almost every kind of structure, 
large and small. I therefore welcome the 
opportunity to discuss this need at the 
Joint Meeting of the R.I.B.A. and I.C.E. 
to be held on 20 January 1959. 

At this meeting I have been asked to 
put forward the architects’ views of this 
collaboration, and Mr. Ove Arup will put 
forward those of the engineers. With the 
help of other architects and engineers who 
will have the opportunity of expressing 
their views at this meeting, we hope for 
developments which may lead us towards 
a better mutual understanding and there- 
fore better collaboration. 

It may help architects and engineers in 
considering the contribution which they 
can give at this Joint Meeting if I give 
briefly some thoughts on this collaboration 
and some questions on how it might best 
be achieved. 

I think it is necessary in some form in 
almost every structure we design today— 
that ‘form’ may be direct or indirect and 
may vary considerably. History points to 
the fact that the ideal conception and 
development of any design should come 
from a single master mind. Yet it is 
doubtful whether today, with the com- 
plexities of materials and methods, and 
the developments affecting basic structural 
design and electrical and mechanical 
equipment, that a single person is capable 
of dealing with all the many problems 
arising On any project. But as, from the 
architect’s point of view, the impact of 
engineering techniques cannot be elimi- 
nated from the development of his design, 
so neither should the sense of aesthetic 
qualities be eliminated from that of the 
engineer. Collaboration between us _ is, 
therefore, in my view, inevitable and, in 
these days, right. 

_The principle of any kind of collabora- 
tion must rest for success on the sympa- 
thetic understanding between all the 
collaborators. By chance some architects 
may be engineering minded—some engin- 
eers architecturally minded—when_ this 
happens there is perhaps no need to worry. 
But chance is too uncertain although often 
the most successful in the end. How then 
can we obtain the principle when this luck 
has failed us? Principles surely come from 
education—so it would seem that for the 
majority the chances of a successful col- 
laboration are going to increase if we can 
introduce an element of ‘co-education’ 
during the training of architect and engin- 
eer. It is in a form of co-education that I 
— my first point for proper collabora- 
10n. 

Obviously co-educational co-operation 
will take time. It is long term. Progress is 
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usually best made by a combination of the 
long with the short term—while we 
consider the education of those following 
us we must see what we can do now. We 
must set out to achieve a sympathetic 
understanding of the contribution which 
both architect and engineer can give to the 
creation of any structure. 

This poses many questions. Is the present 
normal method of working between an 
individual architect, or firm of architects, 
and consulting engineers who may be 
thrown haphazardly together on a project 
the best—could we develop or improve on 
it? Would it be better if we developed the 
combined firm of architects and engineers? 
—we have examples of this both here and 
in the States to study. Or should we shelve 
all our professional pride and seek this 
collaboration as part of a contractual 
service ?—wrap up architect, engineer and 
contractor in a single bundle. These, in my 
opinion, are the questions to be faced, and 
if possible solved, for the national benefit 
if not necessarily for our own. 

It may well be comparatively easy to 
improve the collaborative working between 
architect and _ structural engineer—our 
affinities are already close, our problems 
not dissimilar and, from the architect’s 
point of view, reasonably within his 
grasp—did we not as students try to grasp 
the ‘Theory of Structure’? But as students 
nobody told us very much about electricity 
and mechanical services as affecting our 
designs. Yet now we know how much they 
do. The smallest house design can be 
affected by the system of heating chosen— 
the biggest industrial project can be archi- 
tecturally ruined by the fans and ducts of 
mechanical ventilation. Have we not, 
therefore, to seek a means of collaboration 
of a trinity—or can the engineers combine 
structure and mechanics? If not we must 
accept that the single word ‘engineer’ is a 
misnomer for two distinct services, and so 
face up to the third party in the overall 
conception of a design. 

Rightly for the purpose of our discussion 
I am looking at the problem where the kind 
of project can be generally conceded as 
predominantly within the architect’s field. 
But as architects we would be unwise to 
disregard the arguments, which I am sure 
Mr. Ove Arup will make, that there are 
projects—bridges, for example—where he 
will contend that engineering is the pre- 
dominant factor. If we accept this we must 
broaden our outlook on the problem as a 
whole as in other respects we have thought 
of collaboration as being co-operation with 
us at the apex of the triangle. Surely if we 
seek unification of thought as the ideal we 
must arrange it so that it operates simi- 
larly for any kind of project. 

Perhaps the most acute aspects of this 
whole problem are the economic factors 
that can be affected, and through them our 
national responsibility as architects and 
engineers. How easy it is at present to 
force the individuality of our expressions 
to a stage where the result is uneconomic— 
neither architect nor engineer is blameless 
in this but in honesty are not architects 
more often prone to it? Can it not be that 


out of a better collaboration we shall be 
able to relate more effectively the individu- 
ality of our designs to the proper economy 
which the project may demand? 

I think these questions, for which I am 
sure we all have answers, however different, 
show that these joint discussions are timely 
and important to both architect and 
engineer. 

E. D, JEFFERISS MATHEWS [F] 


OXFORD CONFERENCE ON ARCHI- 
TECTURAL EDUCATION 


Sir,—The recent report of the Conference 
on Architectural Education has caused 
surprisingly little comment in the archi- 
tectural press. We consider that a subject 
of such fundamental importance should be 
keenly discussed, and would like to use 
your columns to welcome the report and 
to make a number of points which arise 
from it. 

Reform in this field is long overdue, and 
the fact that the R.I.B.A. Council has taken 
immediate action as a result of the report 
must be regarded as progress indeed. But 
while we recognise the value of what the 
report contains, detailed study leads to the 
conclusion that there are several funda- 
mental considerations, some included in 
the excellent terms of reference, of which 
the report makes little mention. We feel 
that it would have been of considerably 
greater value had it defined the aspects 
requiring further consideration, but about 
which the conference did not make 
recommendations. 

It may be that this was due to lack of 
agreement, or to the large number of 
members present, the extremely varied 
constitution of the conference, coupled 
with the limited time available, and that 
the Board of Architectural Education is 
well aware of this. On the other hand there 
may be a danger that if further discussion 
is lacking, the R.I.B.A. Council will feel 
that in accepting the report it has done all 
that is necessary in the field of education. 

Many of the suggestions in the report 
will, if implemented, be of great assistance. 
We strongly applaud the clear statement in 
favour of full-time training and the sug- 
gestions for raising the standards of entry 
and providing post-graduate courses. 

But no picture of the form that archi- 
tectural education should take (as distinct 
from the institutions in which it should 
occur) emerges from the report nor any 
indication of the standards by which an 
architectural training should be judged. 
These are not points of detail unsuitable 
for consideration at the conference. No 
assessment of any course of architectural 
training can be made until these standards 
exist. 

The question of standards is, of necessity, 
bound up with the architect’s function in 
society, and professional status will depend 
on his discharge of that function. It is 
difficult to avoid the thought that the con- 
ference, consciously or not, was influenced 
by considerations of status, since its con- 
clusions were in many instances fore- 
shadowed in the paper ‘Some Thoughts on 
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Professional Status’ (R.1.B.A. JOURNAL, 
January 1958). This would be a case of 
the cart before the horse. If architects are 
able, their status is assured, although 
excessive numbers may depress income 
levels. The conference clearly recognised 
and commented on the increase in the 
number of architects, and it is a pity that 
they were unable to define more fully the 
new ‘high standard of training envisaged’ 
and to couple it with a policy for the 
logical control of recruitment to the 
profession. 

The findings of the conference on the 
needs of the community seem to have been 
limited to comments on the numbers 
qualifying. If architects are to be trained 
to fulfil their true function in society, some 
definition of this function is required. We 
would hesitate to dogmatise on this point. 
However, Sir Eric Ashby made an impor- 
tant observation on this subject at a recent 
R.I.B.A. symposium. He said, ‘The pur- 
pose of university buildings is not to 
ornament the landscape; it is to keep 
members of the society, together with their 
books and equipment, warm, dry, and 
adequately illuminated.... If the archi- 
tect can make the building beautiful, so 
much the better.’ We feel that this statement 
must be accepted basically, although it 
does less than justice to the full function 
of the architect as a creative artist. Until 
the profession accepts and discharges these 
basic obligations to the community, archi- 
tecture can never reach its full stature. 

In this light the proposed split between 
architects and technologists is alarming. 
It runs completely contrary to the present 
trend of architectural development which 
is tending to give technical considerations 
their rightful place. It ignores the fact that 
an office composed of architects and tech- 
nical draughtsmen is unsuited to the 
nature of architectural work where every- 
thing is touched by design. 

It may well be that varying levels of 
architectural qualification are desirable, 
but none of them should exclude some 
training in design. 

An equally alarming suggestion is that 
the technologist should be of a lower 
standard of educational attainment. With 
the rapid increase in technical complexity 
taking place at present this conception, if 
not already out of date, will very soon be 
so. 
We believe that architects and others 
concerned with building should be brought 
into a close relationship, particularly dur- 
ing their training. The silence of the con- 
ference on this point is doubly surprising 
in view of the recent statements in the 
architectural press (particularly the article 
on A Faculty of Building by Percy 
Johnson-Marshall, A.J., June 1957). 

A common initial course would allow 
students of varying aptitudes to develop 
their talents in the most appropriate way, 
and avoid the wastage and misapplication 
of talents occurring at present. 

It is in any case an illusion to consider 
the education of architects except in 
relation to the training of those with whom 
they will have to deal. 
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Another important conclusion of the 
conference was that the minimum standard 
of educational attainment at entry should 
be raised to two passes at ‘A’ level in the 
G.C.E., and this appears to have been seen 
as a panacea. While we welcome the 
suggestion, it does not seem of itself to be 
enough. If it were, there should be evidence 
that schools at present accepting students 
only at this educational level are producing 
better graduates than the others. 

A great deal of detailed work is required 
to establish the form and content of archi- 
tectural training suited to present needs. 
The R.I.B.A. is the body which must 
accept full responsibility in this respect. 

This inevitably raises again the question 
of standards at the qualifying level, on 
which the conference made no recom- 
mendation. Unless the raising in entry 
standards is coupled with a higher qualify- 
ing standard, it is difficult to refute the 
inference that a number of those who at 
present qualify as architects would be 
excluded by an arbitrary academic entry 
standard, so that the remaining ones 
gain in status by rarity rather than by 
increased competence. 

In addition to the establishment of a 
qualifying standard, some means of selec- 
tion for architectural students is an urgent 
necessity. For a technological course a 
standard based on educational attainment 
and intelligence can suffice, but this cannot 
be the case in architecture where other 
faculties are needed. Undoubtedly, in a 
group of higher intelligence, the best 
designers may be better and the worst 
designers not as bad as those from a less 
gifted group, but this cannot be made an 
excuse to avoid the responsibility of 
selection. To fail the student after a year 
if he lacks the special aptitudes required 
is an admission of failure by the system 
rather than the student. Reluctance to do 
this often results in the retention of 
mediocre students. The problem could be 
largely solved by the initial course men- 
tioned above. 

The suggested development of post- 
graduate studies is a welcome step for- 
ward in a sadly neglected field. Teaching 
isolated from its natural background of 
advanced study must inevitably become 
mechanical and dull. The R.I.B.A. must 
accept a fundamental responsibility not 
merely to recommend that research should 
take place but to initiate, co-ordinate, and 
support actively institutions and individuals 
undertaking it. 


PETER BURBERRY [A] 
D. M. CORDER [A] 
B. H. LOXSTON [4] 


S. C. READMAN [4] 
J. M. SCOTT [F] 
R. J. TURNER [4] 





Book Reviews 


The Works of Pier Luigi Nervi. Trans, py 
Ernst Priefert. 9 in. < 11 in. 152 »p. ing. 
illus. Architectural Press. 1957. £2 16s, 
The Structures of Eduardo Torroja, py 
Eduardo Torroja. 10 in. x + 198 pp. incl. 
illus. New York: Dodge Corpn. 1958 
$8.50. 


The works described in these two books 
are notable for their variety, quality and 
methods of construction. They are designed 
to satisfy an extraordinary range o! special 
requirements and bring to mind the early 
definition of an engineer as ‘a person of 
genius or ingenuity’. 

Eduardo Torroja provides his own com- 
mentary. He explains clearly, sometimes 
with humour, how he conceived the de. 
signs, the sequence of operations for their 
erection and his conclusions upon their 
completion. Ingenuity, this designer's 
dominating characteristic, is often in 
evidence as, for example, in the design of 
the Quince Ojos Viaduct—a series of 
circular arches which required expansion 
joints at frequent intervals yet in positions 
where the appearance would not be marred. 
He decided therefore to place the joints 
exactly at the arch crowns, thereby trans- 
forming the arches into double cantilevers. 

Nervi’s ideas, on the other hand, are 
confined to a short preface which never- 
theless clearly summarises his views on his 
works to date. He is justifiably convinced 
from his own experience of the nature ofa 
good structure and maintains ‘that a good 
structural organism worked out pas 
sionately in detail and in general appear- 
ance is essential to good architecture’. 
This cannot be denied, and if it is far from 
being a complete statement, it reveals 
Nervi’s ultimate objective. 

In both these books, the structures 
standing in their own right and designed to 
support given loads and resist the applied 
forces, are generally satisfying and com- 
plete, as for example some of the bridges, 
water towers and dams. 

Other structures, however, fail as a 
framework for the organisation of the 
buildings of which they form a part. Seen 
as part of a complete building, Nervi’s 
structures sometimes lose their intrinsic 
value. This is most noticeable in_ the 
Unesco Building, where a structure which 
during its construction was revealed as a 
masterly organism overpowering in its 
emotional impact, has been, it seems to 
me, mutilated, misconstrued and damaged 
irreparably during the subsequent transla- 
tion into a building. This is a classic 
example of ‘a good structural organism 
worked out passionately in detail, essential 
to good architecture’, but calling forth no 
response. 

It is as if the structures of Nervi have set 
a standard and a challenge to the architect, 
which the latter has been unable to meet. 
They cry out for an understanding of a 
building as a totality which is as com- 
prehensive as Nervi’s understanding of 2 
structure in its own right. 


R.I.B.A. JOURNAL 
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To siudy these books is an education in 
the design of structures and a stimulus to 
consider wherein a structure for building 
difers in degree from one designed only 
for the economic distribution of physical 
forces. For a building, the latter remains a 
partia! solution, if only because, as modern 
chemistry shows, structure is also a means 
to the organisation of the whole and a 
valuable aid to its expression. 

BRUCE MARTIN [4] 


Living with the Sun. Vol. 1. Sixty plans 
selected from International Architectural 
Competition to Design a Solar-Heated 
Residence. Square 14in. xii pp. incl. 
illus. -- 60 pls. Phoenix: Association for 
Applied Solar Energy Research. 1958. $6. 


This is Volume 1 of the results of a com- 
petition sponsored by the Association for 
Applied Solar Energy in 1957 (there is no 
indication of what Volume 2 is to be). 

Of the 130 entries most were American, 
although British, | Danish, French, 
Australian, Canadian and Swiss archi- 
tects are also represented amongst the 
60 published. Five prizes were awarded 
and three designs were given Honourable 
Mentions. 

The programme specified a house of an 
area not exceeding 2,000 sq. ft., excluding 
terraces, car ports, etc., to be built on a 
selected site in Phoenix, Arizona (climatic 
details were supplied with the programme) 
for a typical American family with two 
children. ‘The occupants of the house, 
having great respect for the sun and its 
influence on their way of life, would feel 
strongly that the energy of the sun should 
be harnessed for the purpose of heating 
and eventually cooling the house, and also 
that it should be controlled indirectly for 
their comfort, enjoyment, and well-being.’ 
This was to be done by collecting solar 
energy for heating the house and hot water 
supply as well as a swimming pool. Even- 
tually, by the use of solar operated refri- 
geration equipment (heat exchange 
principle), the energy was also to be used 
for cooling. The chief problem was that of 
incorporating adequate areas of solar 
collectors and somehow moving the energy, 
by means of liquid or gas, to a heat storage 
unit for use as required. 

Two fundamentally different approaches 
to solar energy collection were adopted. 
Some competitors attempted to combine 
this with the structural form of the 
house, whilst others frankly expressed this 
mechanism as a completely separate 
structure. 

The few solar houses already built in the 
United States, some in the colder climates 
such as Massachusetts, have demonstrated 
the feasibility of space-heating by means of 
solar energy for at least part of the winter. 
The difficulty is always the low efficiency 
in the energy conversion which necessitates 
large collecting areas, and that of storing 
up sufficient energy to cater for the longer 
sunless spells. It seems a curious escape 
from these problems to have set the site in 
Phoenix, where, according to the climatic 
information supplied to the competitors, 
the daily average sunshine over the whole 
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twelve months rarely drops below ten 
hours, and where, even on the coldest 
December day, 1,110 B.t.u./sq. ft./day solar 
energy was available and the figure ex- 
ceeded 3,000 B.t.u./sq. ft./day in mid- 
summer. The necessity for any form of 
heating under these conditions seems 
doubtful, provided the house had adequate 
windows facing in the right direction. 

The ingenuity used in devising the 
methods for the collection of and protec- 
tion against solar energy are nothing short 
of fantastic. Parabolic mirrors, adjustable 
reflecting louvres, floors of glass blocks 
covering concrete heat storage blocks, 
polaroid adjustable windows, removable 
plastic screens, multiple windows with 
layers of adjustable aluminium foil strips 
and even swimming pools used as solar 
energy storage tanks are proposed. Some 
of these devices are not only less efficient 
than ‘conventional’ mechanisms, but over- 
tax their authors and they become not 
spring-boards for an integrated design but 
overriding and crushing limitations. 

The jury, Pietro Belluschi, Carlos Con- 
treras, Thomas H. Creighton, James W. 
Elmore and Nathaniel Owings, were only 
too aware of the difficulty of combining a 
sound engineering solution with an imagina- 
tive and workable design and their com- 
ments on the designs are almost exclusively 
concerned with this aspect. Little attempt is 
made to evaluate the scientific soundness of 
the schemes. It is heartening that the fourth 
prize should have gone to I. C. Christensen 
and Bent Windelow, two Danish architects, 
whose plan was almost unique in avoiding 
the villa cliché and who combine a delight- 
ful simplicity with a workable system of 
vertical collectors evenly spaced on the roof. 
Had more attention been paid to the 
climatic and mechanical soundness of the 
schemes two designs by Clive Entwistle 
of England (which arrived too late to be 
judged in any case) might have come high 
amongst the prize winners as also that by 
Victor Olgyay, an internationally ack- 
nowledged expert on climatic studies. 
Completely abandoning the flat collector 
plates, he collects the energy by means of 
reflecting, adjustable louvres, which throw 
the beams on to and through a glass block 
floor, below which the heat is stored in 
concrete blocks. The jury ‘°. . . questioned 
the livability of the proposed solar heating 
system which would create a difficult 
insulation problem’. Not, apparently, a 
question of cold feet! 

The drawings are to be deposited in the 
library of the Association for Applied 
Solar Energy, Phoenix, where they will be 
available for study and research. The 
winner of the competition, Peter Lee of 
Minneapolis, is to have his house built at 
the Sundown Ranch Estates near Phoenix 
(was this in existence before Evelyn Waugh 
wrote The Loved One?) where it is to 
become a ‘living laboratory’ for the study 
of solar heating and cooling and the centre 
of interest for the 1958 Symposium. It is 
to be hoped that his $2,500 first prize, 
coupled with the honour of having his 
design realised, will not blind him to the 
fact, stated by the Professional Advisor to 


the Association, that *. . . the real worth 
of the competition was not in establishing 
the five winners and choosing an architect 
to build a house, but rather in the impact 
of the concerted efforts, the sincere thinking 
and the willingness to use one’s skill and 
talent to the common good of all mankind’. 
One wonders whether Mr. Lee’s skill and 
talent, or anyone else’s for that matter, 
could provide a solution for those regions 
of the world where heating matters—e.g., 
England. THOMAS A. MARKUS [4} 


The Cathedrals of Italy, by J. W. Franklin. 
9 in. 280 pp. incl. illus. Batsford. 1958. 
£1 Ss. 

Churches and Cathedrals, 
Richard Leacroft. (Puffin 


by Helen and 
Picture Book 


No. 108.) 7 in. x 9 in. 31 pp. incl. illus. 
Harmondsworth: Penguin Books. 1957. 
3s. 6d. 


Mr. Franklin has divided his book into 
two main sections. In the first he uses the 
more famous cathedrals as a framework on 
which to develop a thoughtful analysis of 
church architecture in Italy, including 
Sicily, from its Early Christian origins 
through the ensuing fifteen hundred years. 
In the second he describes a selected 34 
cathedrals in detail, sometimes adding little 
to guide-book notes, but in other instances 
making valuable comment. The index lists 
all the cathedrals, no less than 275 in 
number, with name, date and also province, 
a term which in the map is unfortunately 
confused with region. 

Inevitably, perhaps, this make-up results 
in a certain lack of unity in construction, 
but this only reflects a characteristic of 
many of the cathedrals described. The 
photographs, most of which are by A. F. 
Kersting, can be commended for skilfully 
avoiding either over-dramatisation on the 
one hand and dullness on the other. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leacroft deal in concen- 
trated form with the building of churches 
and cathedrals in England from the intro- 
duction of Christianity in the third century 
A.D. to the present day, describing their de- 
velopment in style, architectural detail and 
method of building. Fully illustrated with 
excellent drawings, it is a remarkably 
informative three-and-sixpence worth in 
these days of costly book production. 

R. E. E. 


Kinderspielplatze, edited by Gerda Goll- 
witzer. 104 in. 104 pp. incl. illus. Munich: 
Callwey. 1957. DM. 12.50. 

The second of a new series of well pro- 
duced and authoritative, but comparatively 
inexpensive, books sponsored by the 
German society ‘fiir Gartenkunst und 
Landschaftspflege’-—the first dealt with 
the landscaping of schools—is concerned 
with play places for children. Some forty 
examples, principally of course in Germany, 
although some from abroad are also 
included, are briefly described and very 
well illustrated with plans and photo- 
graphs. Technical advice by experts is 
provided as well. It is most useful to have 
so much information on this vitally 
important subject gathered together in one 
volume. IiCuP. 
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Planning Functional College Housing, by 
Harold C. Riker. (Teachers’ College Studies 
in Education series.) 9in. xii + 240 pp. 
New York: Teachers College, Columbia 
University. 1956. $4.50. 


The author of this useful book, Dr. Riker, 
is not an architect but the Director of 
Housing at the University of Florida, 
U.S.A. His observations, therefore, should 
make salutary reading for both the archi- 
tect and the University administrator. 

Dr. Riker discusses in detail the siting, 
planning and construction of residential 
units of many different kinds. But, in 
comparing the relative merits of, say, the 
‘group-living’ residence and the apartment 
type of plan in which two or four students 
live in a self-contained flat with its own 
bathroom and kitchen, he never loses sight 
of the fact that the most important aspect 
of the problem is that of providing an 
environment favourable to the cultural and 
educational development of the individual, 


not in merely satisfying his physical 
requirements. 
As an administrator, of course, the 


author has a keen eye for practical matters 
and his comments on the defects in new 
residential halls in America are a pointed 
reminder of the responsibility of the 
architect for detailing and site supervision. 

The main theme of the book, however, is 
a plea for more intelligent collaboration 
between the University authorities and the 
architect, for more thorough research into 
student and faculty requirements before a 
programme is agreed upon, and for more 
imaginative planning and design. 

The book is well written and carefully 
arranged with a summary at the end of 


each chapter, useful footnotes and a 
comprehensive list of references. The 
architect could have wished for more 


diagrams (only six plans are included) and 
there are no illustrations of completed 
buildings. 

se: 2 


The Design of Structural Members, Part 
One, by Harold T. Jackson, 8} in. 176 pp. 
incl. illus. Architectural Press, 1957. 
£1 3s: 

Of all the professions it is in architecture 
that we find art and science equally 
blended, and frequently the student of 
architecture has a bias to the aesthetic side 
rather than the mathematical nature of his 
work. Any assistance to those artistically 
inclined, who have difficulty with struc- 
tural calculations, is to be welcomed. This 
book also helps those not au fait in 
presenting their knowledge at examina- 
tions. 

Mr. Jackson’s book begins with the 
fundamental definitions of the subject, and 
proceeds step by step to run through the 
syllabus for the design of structures up to 


the intermediate stage of the R.I.B.A. 
examinations. 
The necessary information to design 


simple structures is explained by examples 
with model answers to R.I.B.A. examina- 
tion papers. Problems calling for written 
answers are dealt with fully and appro- 
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priately illustrated with clear sketches. The 
author elucidates in simple terms and all 
stages of the mathematical processes are 
shown. 

Some will use this book for reference, 
others for general study; all, because of its 
value, will look forward to Part Two. 

F, S. ALEXANDER [4] 


Merthyr, Rhondda and ‘The Valleys’, by 
A. Trystan Edwards. (Regional Book 
Series.) 84 in. xxiv + 212 pp. + 26 pls. 
Robert Hale Ltd. 1958. 18s. 

This is one of The Regional Books and, 
as such, is intended for general reading. 
The format is pleasant and the excellent 
photographs offer an attractive bait to 
architects and others with an inclination 
towards topographical reading. The author 
has had many years of local experience 
upon which to base his assessment of the 
relationship between Merthyr, Rhondda 
and ‘The Valleys’, and his judgment must 
be respected in spite of a somewhat senti- 
mental leaning to the past. 

Rhondda is now a borough in its own 
right and Trystan Edwards uses this fact to 
emphasise the days when, not so very long 
since, the Rhondda Fawr and the Rhondda 
Fach ran merrily through picturesque 
cwms almost devoid of inhabitants. It is 
unfortunate that the endeavour to re- 
create these earlier times has been made 
by the use of long quotations from Malkin. 
Better for the author to have acknow- 
ledged Malkin as the source of informa- 
tion, and then to have used his own per- 
sonal style to convey that information. 

With the working of iron came the im- 
portant township of Merthyr Tydfil, the 
old industrial capital of Wales. Then 
followed the colliery towns, so well known 
as an essential part of South Wales. But the 
present inhabitants of the region are no 
longer clustered around the forges of the 
ironmasters, even if still somewhat under 
the shadows of the collieries. Their quite 
rapid advancement, however, has not pro- 
duced any obvious liking for modern 
expression. The author himself regrets the 
passing of the old type of pithead gear; 
massive engineering structures which sym- 
bolised a colliery in a quite compelling 
manner. Perhaps he is right. He is certainly 
not wrong in emphasising the architec- 
tural predominance of the Nonconformist 
chapels, some with pedimented roof and 
columnated portico; many, for economical 
reasons, much more bare in appearance, 
but still decorous. The best of these chapels, 
now fighting against the ever-growing 
number of unneighbourly new glass- 
fronted buildings, must not be lost, lest we 
lose also the architectural expression of a 
powerful force in the history of Merthyr, 
Rhondda and ‘The Valleys’. 

Symbolism is obviously very near to the 
author’s heart, and his book can at least 
remind us of the importance that character 
can give to this region and every other 
region. But the symbolism of that character 
must be good enough to pass on to 
posterity. 

HARMAN A. BOWEN [4] 


Lord Grimthorpe, by Peter Jerridgy 
8} in. xiii + 230 pp. incl. illus. - 8 pls, 
John Murray. 1957. £1 1s. 

It is customary among architects !o deride 
—even to curse—the first Lord Grim. 
thorpe; partly because he called himself an 
architect years before registration was 
brought in, and partly for the thinys he did 
to St. Albans Cathedral. Mr. Ferriday 
seems to dislike both the pro/essiona| 
architects and, more intensely, this rich 
and generous amateur. His book has 
therefore, an unpleasant flavour. It empha. 
sises too much the continual and furious 
disputes which Sir Edmund Denison (as he 
was then) carried on with ecclesiastical or 
lay authorities and all who doubted his 
omniscience. 

Nevertheless Lord Grimthorpe achieved 
two things. First, he gave us Big Ben; and 
secondly, he saved the life of St. Albans 
Cathedral. I put it like that because I think 
it is the proper judgment on his major 
work; and anyone who will go there with 
a quite open mind to look at the building 
will agree. They will find, as I did, an im- 
mensely long church (550 ft.), containing 
some very fine objects and dominated by a 
noble central tower built in re-used Roman 
bricks. The whole structure looks in perfect 
order, especially Lord Grimthorpe’s west 
front. I confess I liked the design of this, 
Its proportions are admirable, and the 
scale is well maintained, except in the 
corner turrets which are top-heavy. The 
value of depth in reveals, the projection of 
buttresses and the black shadow of porches 
was well understood. This front really ends 
the nave; and it has a certain grandeur of 
breadth. It replaced one, heavily patched 
in brick, which contained a large dull per- 
pendicular window and a central porch 
only. As Lord Grimthorpe was willing to 
pay for this reconstruction as well as— 
officially—to design it, he should be 
applauded. It is as good as many of Sir 
Gilbert Scott’s monuments. I am _ fairly 
certain that the detail of the elevation was 
done by J. Oldrid Scott. 

The treatment of the north and south 
transepts cannot have been designed by 
anybody of distinction. Their original 
charm was destroyed and monstrous 
windows inserted. One of these exactly 
resembles a colander. Perhaps Lord 
Grimthorpe gave his Clerk of Works, Mr 
Chapple, a scribble with instructions t¢ 
carry it out. Living architects will find it 
annoying not to be able to discover from 
the book really who made the working 
drawings of what. 

A. S. G. BUTLER IF 


Christopher Wren, by Nikolaus Pevsner 
Trans. by Enrica Labo. (Astra-Arengarium 
Collana di Monografie d’Arte.) 6} in 
22 pp. incl. illus. + 64 pls. Milan: Electa 
Editrice. 1958. 6s. 6d. 

From the British point of view, the chic! 
interest of this little essay on Wren lies 10 
the fact that, probably for the first time, at 
architect from these islands is included in 
a reputable series of books on artists pub- 
lished on the Continent. 


R.I.B.A. JOURNAL 
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Notes and Notices 


NOTICES 

Shapes and Sizes of Technical Literature. 
Following the amendment to B.S. 1311 post- 
cards use by members asking manu- 
facturers to produce technical literature in 
accordance with the Standard have been 
reprinted to include reference to the A series 


of international paper sizes. These are available 
from the Secretary, R.I.B.A., on application, 
free, but please state the number required. 


New Building Materials and Preparations. The 
attention of members is drawn to the fact that 
information in the records of the Building 
Research Station, Garston, Watford, Herts, is 
freely available to any member of the architec- 
tural profession, and architects would be well 
advised, when considering the use of new 
materials and preparations of which they have 
had no previous experience, to apply to the 
Director for any information he can impart 
regarding their properties and application. 


Members and Professional Affixes. The Coun- 
cil’s attention has been called more than once 
to the practice among some members of 
adding a string of letters of doubtful value to 
the affix indicating membership of the Royal 
Institute on their letter paper. 

This is a matter in which the Council ob- 
viously cannot dictate to members, and must 
trust to their good sense. It should be obvious, 
however, that the affix of a chartered body of 
high standing is weakened in effect by the 
addition to it of a string of other mysterious 
designations some of which probably indicate 
no more than the payment of an annual 
subscription. 


Luncheon and Tea Facilities for Members. Mem- 
bers are reminded that there is a self-service 
dining room on the second floor of the R.I.B.A. 
building where luncheons are served between 
12 noon and 2 p.m. on weekdays except Satur- 
days. The dining rooms is open to members and 
Students. There is a ‘Club’ licence and drinks 
can therefore be obtained with meals. Members 
may bring guests. 

Morning coffee and afternoon teas are 
served in the Members’ Room on the first floor. 


COMPETITIONS 


New Technical College, Glasgow. The Cor- 
poration of the City of Glasgow (Education 
Department) invites architects registered under 
the Architects (Registration) Acts and resident 
in Great Britain to submit in competition 
designs for the new Langside College of 
Further Education. 

Assessor: Mr. F. R. S. Yorke [F]. 

Premiums: £3,000, £2,000, £1,000. 

Last day for questions: 30 September 1958. 
a day for submitting designs: 8 December 

38. 

Conditions may be obtained on application 
to: The Town Clerk (Architectural Com- 
Petition, Langside College), City Chambers, 
Glasgow, C.2. Deposit £2. 


Wokingham County Infants’ School. Last date 
lor submitting designs: 15 December 1958. 

Full particulars were published in the 
JOURNAL for August, page 355. 


International Competition. A note has been 
received from the International Union of 
Architects that the conditions of the following 
competition have been approved by them: 


SEPTEMBER 1958 


Monument to Jose Batlle, Montevideo 
(Uruguay). Last day for submitting designs 
is 15 December for competitors living in 
Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay, and 
for competitors elsewhere, 30 December 1958. 

Full particulars were published in the 
JOURNAL for July, page 323. 


BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL 
EDUCATION 


R.I.B.A. Maintenance Scholarships in Archi- 
tecture. The following R.I.B.A. Maintenance 
Scholarships have been awarded for the year 
1958-59: An R.I.B.A. Howe Green 4th and 
5th Year Maintenance Scholarship of £40 per 
annum to Mr. P. J. Britton of Colchester, 
Essex. An R.I.B.A. 4th and Sth Year Main- 
tenance Scholarship of £60 per annum to Mr. 
R. Summers of London. 

The Maintenance Scholarships previously 
awarded to the following candidates have been 
renewed: Mr. H. M. Cummings (School of 
Architecture, University of Manchester— 
R.I.B.A. Houston Maintenance Scholarship 
of £125 per annum). Mr. W. G. Marden 
(School of Architecture, The Polytechnic, 
Regent Street, W.1—R.I.B.A. Houston Main- 
tenance Scholarship of £125 per annum). 
Miss E. Rowen (School of Architecture, 
Leicester College of Art—R.I.B.A. Houston 
Maintenance Scholarship of £125 per annum). 
Mr. D. G. Williams (Birmingham School of 
Architecture—R.I.B.A. Houston Maintenance 
Scholarship of £125 per annum). Mr. Nicholas 
Wood (Cambridge University School of 
Architecture—R.I.B.A. Houston Maintenance 
Scholarship of £125 per annum). Mr. D. S. 
Cartwright (Architectural Association, School 
of Architecture—The Ralph Knott Memorial 
Maintenance Scholarship of £45 per annum). 
Mr. R. E. Osler (School of Architecture, The 
Polytechnic, Regent Street, W.1—THE BUILDER 
Maintenance Scholarship of £75 per annum). 


R.I.B.A. Final Examination. June 1958. The 
Final Examination was held in London, Leeds, 
Manchester, Newcastle, Edinburgh and Belfast 
from 18 to 27 June 1958. Of the 325 candidates 
examined, 140 passed as follows :— 


Passed Whole Examination 93 
Passed Part 1 only 47 
140 


185 Candidates were relegated. 

The successful candidates are as follows:— 
Whole Examination 
Ainscow: T. N. 
Anson: T. H. 
Barden: Kenneth 
Barrie: James 


Davis: J. N. 
Dewhurst: D. R. 
Faulkner: Kenneth 
Flinders: Alec 


Benstead: V. S. Forsyth: J. I. 
Binner: H. E. French: D. J. 
Brennan: Brian Gibbs: R. H. 
Brown: David B. Gibbons: D. C. 
Bruce: R. K. Giddens: K. C. 
Bryan: E. R. Gilmore: W. J. 
Carter: O. F. Grant: H. D. 


Castie: T.. E. 
Chamberlayne: Derek 
Chapman: W. J. M. 
Charles: Rupert 


Hall: J. F. Gomez 
Hands: Raymond 
Harris: Brian 
Hearse: M. E. 


Clow: C. A. Hermsen: A. J. 
Cox: G. E. FP. Herrick: J. A. 

Crews: D. T. Hiscocks: B. G. 
Croghan: D. C. Holland: M. G. 


Horsman: M. A. 
Houchin: B. F. H. 
Imrie: Andrew 
Kythreotis: M. D. 
(Distinction in 
Thesis) 
Lakin: J. M. 
Lawson: I. F. 
Lever: R. J. A. 
Lewis: J. F. R. 
Linton: E. I. 
Lord: T. L. (Distinc- 
tion in Thesis) 
Masani: Mrs. D. D. 
Mercer-Gibson: 
Neville 
Metcalfe: Gordon 
Moore: Jack 
Murphy: Eamonn 
Murphy: Terence 
Murray: Kenneth 
Nadodwalla: D. S. 
Ninnes: A. B. 
Noble: Harry 
Paige: J. B. 
Paine: A. C. (Dis- 
tinction in Thesis) 
Paterson: T. A. 
Pearson: N. A. 
Phillips: F. B. 
Powell: A. R. 


Ransley: F. D. D. 
Reading: Lee 
Riby: Harry 
Roberts: A. F. 
Rogers: M. C. 
Rudrum: A. G. 
Russell: Miss D. V. 
Savage: S. K. 
Savage: W. J. (Dis- 
tinction in Thesis) 
Stevens: R. A. 
Stocken: Anthony 
Swaine: R. C. 
Sweeny: M. G. 
Tanner: B. J. 
Tham: L. B. K. 
Thrower: V. J. 
Toft: Eric 
Tong: D. R. 
Vallis: W. W. R. 
Walker: L. J. 
Walsh: K. R. 
Wann: James 
Ward: M. H. 
Watson: Mrs. M. N. 
Webster: D. G. 
Whateley: Brian 
Wheatley: J. R. G. 
Whiffin: Mervyn 
Willetts: G. G. J. 


List of Successful Candidates who sat for Part 1 


only, 

Andrew: E. P. 
Boyd: W. B. P. 
Browning: N. G. 
Brunskill: Alan 
Bunyan: R. P. 
Buss: R. M. 
Charter: J. G. 
Clark: N.C. 
Collier: James 
Coward: David 
Cox: J. M. 
Crawley: P. J. 
Cuming: A. L. 
Day: L.A. 

De Vulder: J. E. 
Duckworth: T. R. 
Eyre: T. C. 
Frost: K. J. 
Garnett: D. J. R. 
Groom: B. M. C. 
Harman: G. A. 
Haslam: E. N. 
John: G. R. 
Jones: R. A. 


King: D. E. 
Lovatt: John 
Mcllwaine: D. E. 
March: R. J. 
Moffatt: J. B. 
Morrall: Alan 
Mortimer: K. C. 
Murphy: R. J. 
Naylor: R. J. 
Nelson: R. I. 
Nowicki: L. J. 
Owen: Leslie 
Quarterman: Max 
Sellors: G. W. 
Sparrow: J. F. G. 
Thom: C. W. V. 
Walker: R. W. 
Walters: G. F. 
Webster: Hugh 
Wells: Alec 
Wells: Roy 
Wheeler: M. K. 
Woodiwiss: C. A. N. 


R.I.B.A. Special Final Examination. June 1958. 
The Special Final Examination was held in 
London, Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle, Edin- 
burgh and Belfast from 18-27 June 1958. Of 
the 316 candidates examined, 101 passed as 
follows: 


Passed Whole Examination 83 
Passed Part 1 only 18 
101 


215 candidates were relegated. 
The successful candidates are as follows: 
Whole Examination 


Adams: A. A. W. 
Arnott: J. C. 
Aylett: C. W. 
Bacon: J. W. 
Barfield: Bernard 
Barnard: Kenneth 
Bashford: N. H. 


Cade: W. B. 
Campbell: V. O. 
Clamp: Henry 
Cook: H. A. 
Corbett: V. L. 
Coveney: J. E. 
Cradick: H. G. 


Bruce: William Cross: T. A. 
Burrell: J. S. Crossley: D. P. V. 
Buttle: G. M. Davy: D. K. 
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De Max: M. M. 
Dinsdale: J. S. 
Elwell: Thomas 
Fairbanks: J. K. 
Fellender: L. H. 
Fenwick: G. F. 
Fox: W. E. 
Friend: R. C. 
Fuller: D. W. 
Girling: A. F. 
Green: J. B. 
Griffiths: J. M. 


Hares: J. P. 
Haydon: R. W. 
Honey: A. E. 


Hutchinson: E. G. 
Johnson: V. F. 
Jones: Albert F. 
Jones: Kenneth E. 
Jones: Peter S. 
Jupp: K. E. J. A. 
Kennedy: C. F. 
Khan: Saidal 
Kopernik-Steckel: K. 
Leech: B. A. J. 
Lewis: J. O. 
Lightowler: H. C. 
Lister: D. C. 
Mackenzie: A. J. 
Mackley: B. G. 
McLaughlin: J. F. 
MacLean: G. D. 
McNay: D. A. B. 


Mawhinney: J. A. 
Mitchell: K. A. 
Morgan: V. J. 
Morrison: D. A. 
Nash: P. J. 
Norman: T. G. G. 
Owen: D. R. 
Parkinson: B. M. G. 
Pearson: C. E. 
Perrett: F. J. 
Plaistowe: T. W. 
Presswell: P. T. 
Prew: Raymond 
Pym: W. E. 
Redmond: Leslie 
Roberts: R. J. 
Robinson: K. R. 
Silvester: S. A. J. 
Smith: Harold Short- 
land 
Smith: John Short- 
land 
Smith: Robert M. 
Spratley: J. A. R. 
Taylor: J. W. 
Tranter: A. E. 
Trezise: D. J. 
Tsang: Nai Pok 
Wallace: R. G. 
Weir: W. D. 
Wilkinson: L. J. A. 
Young: J. R.S. 


List of Successful Candidates who sat for Part | 


only. 
Barber: C. E. 
Crawford: K. H. 
De Giorgio: Roger 
Degler: Z. C. 
De Kretser: Miss 
IF 


Hall: C S. 
Heathcote: Michael 
Jessamy: P. H. 


Lantos: F. Z. 
Leathart: Mrs. Vera 
Mills: P. A. 

Musset: Mrs. X. R. 
Pilgrim: G. G. 
Revels: S. McK. 
Singleton: D. R. 
Straton-Ferrier: J. M. 
Welch: I. E. 





Kennedy: James 


Changes of Officers and Addresses 

Liverpool Architectural Society. Hon. Secretary, 
Harry Banister [F]. His address is 67 Rodney 
Street, Liverpool, 1, and not as given in the 
August JOURNAL. 

North Wales Architectural Society. President, 
N. Squire Johnson, A.M.T.P.1. [A]. 
Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Society of 
Architects. Hon. Secretary, Gordon Graham 
[A], 31 Priory Road, West Bridgford, Notting- 
ham. Derbyshire Branch. Chairman, Bernard 
Widdows [L]. Hon. Secretary, R. W. Outh- 
waite [A], Messrs. T. H. Thorpe and Partners, 
41 Friar Gate, Derby. Nottinghamshire Branch. 
Chairman, J. W. M. Dudding, F.I.L.A. [F]. 
Hon. Secretary, Gordon Graham [A] (for 
address see above). 

South Eastern Seciety of Architects. Brighton 
District Chapter. Chairman, John B. Denman 
[F]. Guildford District} Chapter. Chairman, 
G. I. C. Highet [F]. 

South Wales Institute of Architects. Eastern 
(Newport) Branch. Hon. Secretary, Arthur T. 
Beer [A], Victoria Chambers, Bridge Street, 
Newport, Mon. 

West Yorkshire Society of Architects, Harrogate 
Branch. Chairman, Philip B. Nash [A]. 

Wilts and Dorset Society of Architects. Presi- 
dent, Major A. D. Kirby [F]. 

York and East Yorkshire Architectural Society. 
Hull and District Chapter. Chairman, E. D. 
Mawer [4]. 
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Institute of South African Architects, President- 
in-Chief, John Churchill Simpson [A]. 


Natal Provincial Institute of Architects. 
President, C. R. Fridjhon, 507 United Build- 


ings, Smith Street, Durban, Natal, South 
Africa. 
East Africa Institute of Architects. Hon. 


Secretary, N. S. Bean [A], Public Works 
Department, P.O. Box 662, Nairobi, Kenya, 
East Africa. 

Royal Architectural Institute of Canada. 
President, Maurice Payette, F.R.A.I.C. Hon. 
Secretary, Professor John Bland, F.R.A.I.C., 
A.M.T.P.I. [A], 1552, St. Matthew Street, 
Montreal, P.Q., Canada. 


Alberta Association of Architects. President, 
J. B. Bell, 312 Northern Hardware Building, 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 


Newfoundland Association of Architects. Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. E. A. Steinbrink, 
30 Waterford Bridge Road, St. Johns, New- 
foundland, Canada. 

Province of Quebec Association of Architects. 
President, Gerard Venne, 20 rue St. Jean, 
Quebec 4, P.Q., Canada. Hon. Secretary, 
Edouard Fiset, also at 20 rue St. Jean. 


Federation of Malaya Society of Architects. 


President, T. A. L. Concannon, F-.S.A., 
M.T.P.I. [F]. 

GENERAL NOTES 

Bartlett School of Architecture. Course on 


Preservation. The School has arranged a short 
course on the ‘Preservation and Restoration 
of Historic Buildings’ for practising architects 
and advanced students to take place from 
24-27 September 1958. 

The main features of the course will be a 
series of afternoon visits to important restora- 
tion works at present in progress in London, 
when the architects responsible will describe 
the work being done and answer questions. 
The morning sessions, to be held at University 
College, will be devoted to lectures on various 
aspects of the work of recording, preserving 
and restoring historic buildings by experts 
in the various aspects of the work. There will 
also be short sessions in the late afternoons. 

The fee for the course is £3 10s. Students 
not resident in London must make their own 
arrangements for accommodation. 

Further details and application forms are 
obtainable from the Secretary, Bartlett School 
of Architecture, University College, Gower 
Street, London, W.C.1. The closing date for 
applications is Wednesday, 10 September. 


Franco-British Union of Architects. The 29th 
annual meeting and congress of the Franco- 
British Union of Architects will be held at 
York from 11-15 September 1958. The 
annual general meeting will take place at 9 p.m. 
on Friday, 12 September at the Royal Station 
Hotel, York. 

Copies of the Agenda for the meeting and 
of the programme of visits to buildings of 
architectural interest in the district can be 
obtained from the Hon. Secretary, F.B.U.A., 
Mr. G. A. W. Brandreth [A], 41 Russell 
Square, London, W.C.1. A stamped addressed 
envelope should be forwarded with the appli- 
cation. 

R.1.B.A. members who may wish to join the 
Union can obtain particulars of the qualifi- 
cations for membership, etc., from Mr. 
Brandreth, or from Lieut.-Colonel H. P. 
Cart de Lafontaine [F], 3 Lisson Grove, 
London, N.W.1. 


Seminar on ‘Heating’ for Teachers in Recogniseg 
Schools of Architecture. The R.1.B.A. jg 
sponsoring a series of advanced courses for 
the benefit of teachers in Recognised Schools 
of Architecture at which specialists in their 
own field will give lectures to be followed by 
general discussion. 5 

The first of such seminars will be op 
‘Heating’. Mr. A. Douglas Jones |F] has 
arranged for this course to be held at the 
Birmingham School of Architecture, op 
22-24 October 1958. The lecturers wil! include 
Mr. J. B. Dick (Building Research Station): 
Mr. W. A. Allen [A] (Chief Architect, B.R.S,)- 
Mr. L. J. Fowler (Head of Weather. 
foil); Mr. K. Allerton [A] (County Archi- 
tect’s Department, Nottingham); and Mr, J, 
Bickerdike [A]. 


Rees Jeffreys Triennial Lecture. At the invitation 
of the Town Planning Institute, Mr. G. A, 
Jellicoe, M.T.P.I., P.P.I.L.A. [F], is giving the 
Rees Jeffreys Triennial Lecture on Thursday 9 
October at 5.30 p.m., at the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, Great George Street, West- 
minster, London, S.W.1. (tea will be served at 
5 p.m.). His subject will be ‘Motorways— 
their Landscaping, Design and Appearance’, 
Admission is free. 


Institute of Transport Award. Mr. Arthur 
Henderson, A.A.Dipl. [A] has been made an 
award by the Institute of Transport to carry 
out some special studies in the field of traffic 
engineering in Germany. This will occupy a 
period of up to a year. His address in 
Germany will be: c/o Professor Max-Erich 
Feuchtinger, Insel 13, Ulm/Donau, Germany. 


The Architecture Club. A reception of the 
Architecture Club was held on Tuesday, 
29 July at The Holme, Regent’s Park, by kind 
permission of Bedford College. Members and 
their guests were received by the President, 
Viscount Esher, G.B.E. [Hon. F]. 


Truscon Travelling Scholarship. The Truscon 
Travelling Scholarship for the study of 
reinforced concrete work offered by The 
Trussed Concrete Steel Company Ltd., details 
of which were given in the JOURNAL for April, 
page 210, has been awarded to Mr. James B. 
Harris [A], a senior assistant architect with 
Messrs. Harry S. Fairhurst and Son [F/A] of 
Manchester. 

Mr. Harris will be accompanied by Mr. P. E. 
Payne of the company’s London office staff 
to whom a similar scholarship has been 
awarded. 


Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Authority. 
Advisory Committee. The Authority, which is 
in charge of the hydro-electric and water 
diversion scheme being carried out in the 
Southern Alps of New South Wales—one of 
the biggest public undertakings embarked upon 
by Australia—has appointed an Advisory Com- 
mittee on the aesthetics of major structures. 
The members are: Mr. Ivor L. Pinkerton, 
B.Sc., B.Eng., Engineer in charge of Civil 
Engineering Design, Snowy Mountains Hydro- 
Electric Authority; Professor Denis Winston, 
M.T.P.I., F.I.L.A. [F], Professor of Town and 
C antry Planning, University of Sydney; and 
Mr. Donald Charles Maclurcan [A], of 
Messrs. Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan 
[F/A], Sydney. 

The Committee is asked to review sketch 
proposals in the early stages of design, taking 
into consideration the aesthetic aspects of the 
larger structures, and advise the Authority on 
improvements to appearance which could be 
made before the main working drawings are 
commenced. 
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British « ouncil Scholarship. Mr. David Shoe- 
smith,  A.(Cantab.) [A] has been awarded a 


British Council Scholarship to undertake 
oradua ¢ research at the University of Munich 
for the Academic Year 1958-59. He will study 
the developments in design of (a) theatres, 
concer’ halls and churches, i.e. buildings of the 
spirit, ©od (6) hospitals and medical buildings. 
Mr. Shoesmith received his architectural 
training at the University of Cambridge and 
the A.A 


Furniture Makers’ Guild. Guild Mark Scheme. 
In order to enhance the prestige of the British 
furniture industry and encourage a_ high 
standard of quality the Furniture Makers’ 
Guild has introduced a Guild Mark and Guild 
Certificate of Merit to be awarded to British- 
made furniture which, in the opinion of a Jury 
appointed to judge, attains an outstanding 
degree of excellence in craftsmanship, materials, 
functional purpose and design, and the furni- 
ture chosen will thus be stamped and recorded 
for posterity. Each calendar year will be 
regarded as a separate marking period and 
every Guild Mark will have a distinguishing 
feature appropriate to the marking period in 
which it was granted. 

The Guild Mark Committee, from whom it 
s anticipated the Jury to judge the furniture 
will be drawn, comprises the following: E. H. 
Pinto, Lucian R. Ercolani, Sir Hugh 
Casson [F], Cuthbert Greig, Anthony S. Heal, 
Keon E. Hughes and Ernest D. Race. 

Further information about the scheme is 
obtainable from The Clerk, The Furniture 
Makers’ Guild, The Rectory, 29 Martin Lane, 
Cannon Street, London, E.C.4 (Mansion 
House 5728). 


Furniture Design. The L.C.C. Technical College 
for the Furnishing Trades has recently been 
rebuilt and re-equipped and is prepared to 
offer facilities to a small number of designers 
for experimental prototype making. Designers 
would be expected to join the Design Research 
Group at the College and to attend as often as 
would be necessary to ensure the production 
of the prototypes. 

Full particulars are obtainable from Mr. 
B. A. North, M.S.I.A., Lecturer in charge of 
Design Training, Technical College for the 
Furnishing Trades, Pitfield Street, London, N.1 


R.L.B.A. Library Group. Annual General 
Meeting. At the Group’s annual general 
meeting on 30 June the following re-elections 
took place: Chairman, R. E. Enthoven [F], 
Hon. Secretary, Kenneth S. Mills [A], and 
Hon. Treasurer, W. H. Allen [A]. 


R.I.B.A. Golfing Society. The annual match 
with the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors’ Golfing Society was played on 24 July 
at Woking. The match ended in a tie. 


R.ILB.A. Cricket Club 

R.I.B.A. v. Blue Circle. 9 July. This match 
was played at Wimbledon. The Blue Circle 
batted first, and thanks to a century by H. G. 
Paddison (114), were able to declare at 209 
for 7. The R.I.B.A. might well have passed 
this score if J. G. Batty (42) and D. L. 
Robinson (35) had not been run out, but as 
It was they were all out for 192. A. Marlow 
made 31 and P. Bynoe made 40. For Blue 
Circle, L. T. Lovell took 4 for 57. 


R.1.B.A. vy. Vitruvians. 23 July, at Elstree. The 
R.I.B.A. going in first were all out for 106 
(R. Case 23). The Vitruvians went all out for 
runs and with the invaluable 42 made by R. 
Hill might well have achieved victory if it 
had not been for the excellent fast bowling of 
E. Gaskell (8 for 22). The result was a narrow 
win for the R.I.B.A. of four runs—with even 
fewer minutes to spare. 
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Obituaries 


Edward Thomas Allcock [Retd. F] died on 
6 February 1958, aged 87. 


Mr. Allcock was articled to the late James 
Tait [F] of Leicester, and started practice in 
partnership with the late G. H. Barrowcliff [ZL] 
about 1897. From 1918-35 he was in practice 
on his own account at Loughborough and then 
went into partnership with Mr. R. M. H. 
Grieves [L] until his retirement in 1946. 

Among his principal works were the early 
buildings for Loughborough Technical Col- 
lege; Carnegie Library, Loughborough; various 
schools in Loughborough and the county, 
including Shelthorpe Elementary School, 
Loughborough; extensions to the _ Free- 
masons Hall, Leicester; shop premises and 
local domestic architecture. 

Mr. Allcock was a past member of the 
R.I.B.A. Council, a past President of the 
Leicestershire and Rutland Society of Archi- 
tects, and had represented that body for many 
years on the Allied Societies’ Conference. He 
had also been Surveyor to the Halifax Build- 
ing Society (Loughborough Area). 


Lieut.-General Sir John Brown, K.C.B., C.B.E., 
DS.0., T.D., U.P., D.L., F.R.LCS. (Fidied ‘on 
4 April 1958, aged 78. 


We are indebted to Sir John’s partner, 
Colonel A. E. Henson [F], for the following: 

‘He was born in Northampton and edu- 
cated at Magdalen College School, Brackley. 
He was articled to the firm of C. H. Dorman 
and Son [A], and commenced practice in 
Northampton in 1904, eventually taking into 
partnership Mr. R. Yates Mayor [L] who died 
in 1917. As Sir John was then abroad on active 
service, the practice closed down. He resumed 
practice after the war, and in 1929 took into 
partnership his chief assistant, Mr. A. E. 
Henson. In 1934 the firm opened an office in 
London and continued to practice as Sir John 
Brown, A. E. Henson and Partners. Owing to 
illness, Sir John retired from the firm in 1954. 

‘He was responsible for the design of a large 
number of buildings in Northampton, London, 
Birmingham and Worcester, mainly hospitals, 
schools, cinemas, industrial buildings and 
offices, and several large country houses. In 
1938 the firm were successful in winning the 
open competition for Friern Barnet Town Hall 
and Wood Green Civic Centre. 

‘Sir John had an outstanding career as a 
Territorial soldier. Joining the ranks of the 
Ist Volunteer Battalion, Northamptonshire 
Regiment, upon the creation of the Territorial 
Army, he had reached the rank of captain 
upon the outbreak of war in August 1914. He 
served with his regiment in Gallipoli, was 
promoted Lieut.-Colonel in command, and 
served in Egypt and in the Desert Campaign 
when he was awarded the D.S.O. and men- 
tioned in dispatches. He was wounded at the 
Battle of Gaza and at the end of hostilities 
was discharged as medically unfit. Upon his 
return to civilian life he was made a Deputy 
Lieutenant of Northamptonshire, and also a 
EP. 

‘Having recovered his health, he rejoined 
and commanded the 4th Northants. Regt. T.A. 
in 1920, and in 1923 was promoted to command 
the 162nd (East Midland) Infantry Brigade 
T.A. as Colonel Commandant, being the first 
Territorial officer to reach this rank. Afier 
three years, he retired, but several years later, 
in 1937, the then War Minister, Hore-Belisha, 
recalled him and promoted him to major- 
general rank as Deputy Director-General of 
the Territorial Army. Upon the outbreak of 


war in September 1939, he was appointed 
Deputy Adjutant-General, War Office, with the 
rank of Lieut.-General, in which capacity he 
advised upon and created the Home Guard. 
He later became Director-General of the T.A. 
and Inspector-General of Army Welfare. 

‘He was awarded the C.B.E. in 1923, the 
C.B. (Civil) in 1926, and in 1934 the K.C.B., 
and had been given the Freedom of the 
Borough of Northampton. Upon retirement in 
1941, he became National Chairman of the 
Council of Voluntary War Work. 

‘The welfare of the ex-service men and 
women was one of Sir John’s greatest interests, 
and he was one of the small number of officers 
who in support of Field-Marshal Lord Haig 
formed the “‘British Legion’’. After Chairman- 
ship of the Northampton Branch, he was 
elected President of the North Midlands Area, 
then became member of the National Executive 
Council, and finally National Chairman in 
which capacity he served for four most critical 
years from 1930-34 and upon retirement was 
elected life member of the Council. At the 
annual Whitsuntide Conferences, the singing 
of “John Brown’s Body” by the 2-3,000 
delegates has still remained to this day. Elected 
Chairman of the British Empire Service League, 
and also to the International F.I.D.A.C. 
Organisation, Sir John visited almost every 
country in the Commonwealth, and indeed the 
world, and became the leading authority on 
the ex-service man’s problems both here and 
in America, where he was elected a Life 
Member of the American Legion, also a 
“Kentucky Colonel”. ; 

‘Perhaps his greatest work was for the 
British Legion, in which he proved himself to 
be a great leader of men. Captain Liddell Hart, 
the distinguished military historian, referred 
to him as “tA character within a character’’, 
but Sir Ian Fraser in a letter to THE TIMES 
gives a more apt description: “He spoke 
English with the strongest Northamptonshire 
accent, which surprised the Army Council but 
endeared him to the rank and file. There never 
was a more unorthodox general or a more 
beloved figure among his men.”’’ 


Percy Norman Brown [ZL] died on 17 January 
1958, aged 74. 


Mr. Brown was educated at Huddersfield 
Technical School and started practice in 
Holmfirth in 1910. In 1946 his son, Mr. W. D. 
Brown [A], was taken into partnership and 
three years later the practice was moved to 
Honley. 

Mr. Brown had been responsible for work 
on many council estates, including some at 
Holmfirth, as well as private housing and 
factories. 


His son, who is now continuing the practice, 
writes : 

‘My father was one of nature’s gentlemen, 
never ruffled, with endless patience, kind and 
sympathetic. His work was also his hobby. He 
enjoyed it, I should imagine, more than anything 
else, though he had many other interests. He 
had been president of Holmfirth Rotary Club, 
of which he was still an active member, and 
the words of the Minister of Holmfirth Wesley 
Methodist Church, copied from the Press, indi- 
cate his interest within the Church: “In 
Methodism a lot of work was given to laymen, 
and many gave a lot of time and business 
ability to such work. Mr. Brown had filled 
every office open to a layman in the Church 
and in the circuit. In his work he was a man 
of thoroughness and nothing slipshod or 
tawdry would ever be sanctioned by him, and 
the Minister was sure this also applied to his 
work for the Church.’” 
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Ian Caldwell [L] died on 22 December 1957, 
aged 52. 

Mr. Caldwell was educated privately and at 
London University, and served his articles with 
Messrs. J. F. Curwen and Son [F] of Kendal. 
Between 1929 and 1934 he was an assistant in 
several well-known London firms and senior 
assistant in the Architect’s Department of 
Westminster Bank. In 1934 he became a 
partner in the firm of Curwen and Caldwell [F] 
in Kendal. In 1942 he took up the appointment 
of research assistant for the Association for 
Planning and Regional Reconstruction and a 
year later became assistant planning officer for 
Winchester City Council. From 1944-49 he 
was chief planning assistant with the Lincoln 
and District Joint Planning Committee and 
finally became a partner in the firm of Davis 
and Caldwell in Lincoln. 

Mr. Caldwell had been a deputy diocesan 
surveyor for Carlisle Diocese, and diocesan 
surveyor for parts of Lincolnshire; archi- 
tectural consultant to the National Trust for 
Cumberland and Westmorland; a member of 
the architects’ panel for Cumberland and 
Westmorland Joint Planning Committee; and 
architect to the Lake District Cottage Housing 
Society. 


Charles Emerson Clouting [A] died on 17 May 
1958, aged 77. 

His daughter, Miss Grace Clouting writes: 

‘Mr. Clouting was articled to Messrs. 
MacAlister and Son [F] of Cambridge and 
was afterwards with Mr. A. Marshall [A] of 
Nottingham, and at Calne, Wiltshire. While at 
Calne he prepared plans for the re-drainage of 
Lord Lansdowne’s mansion and estate. He 
subsequently joined the Ancient Monuments 
Department of H.M. Office of Works, where 
his first duty was to prepare plans for the 
re-drainage of Hampton Court Palace. 

‘He joined the Westminster Rifles in the 
early days of the 1914-18 war, was commis- 
sioned in the Buffs in 1915, and served in 
France for the duration of the war. He won 
the M.C., and was promoted to captain, with 
the acting rank of staff major. 

‘After demobilisation he was put on the 
permanent staff of the Office of Works and 
supervised the upkeep of palaces and ancient 
monuments in England, and from 1930-35, in 
Scotland. He was associated with most of the 
preservation work on Hadrian’s Wall under- 
taken by H.M.O.W. 

‘His private work included the restoration of 
Yates Court, Mereworth, Kent—a 15th-century 
mansion owned by Lord Torrington, which 
was badly infested with death-watch beetle. He 
also did a considerable amount of restoration 
work for Lord Brocket, both at Bramshill, 
near Reading, and at Brocket Hall in Herts. 

‘During the last war he was responsible for 
the safety of the royal palaces, and their 
Majesties’ “shelters”, etc., as well as for many 
other top secret jobs. 

‘After his retirement from M.O.W. in 1946, 
five years after the official retiring age, he 
undertook for the Colonial Office the making 
of a survey and plans for the restoration of 
Nelson’s Harbour, Antigua, although these 
were not proceeded with.’ 
George Lister Coates [Retd. L] died on 
31 March 1958, aged 78. 

Mr. Coates received his training in the office 
of Mr. Lister Coates [A] of Halifax. After a 
short time in Sudbury, Suffolk, he started 
practice in Bury St. Edmunds in 1919 in part- 
nership with Mr. A. Ainsworth Hunt [ZL]. His 
son, Mr. H. Lister Coates, joined the firm of 
Hunt and Coates as a partner in 1936 and 
continued the practice after his father’s retire- 
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ment in 1948. The firm has since been amal- 
gamated under the style of Hunt, Coates, Scott 
and Stamp [ZL]. 

Mr. Coates’s work had included much rural 
council housing throughout Suffolk and also 
diocesan schools. 

He joined Bury St. Edmunds Town Council 
in 1935 and was elected Mayor in 1946. He 
was one of the earliest members of Bury Rotary 
Club and a past President. 


George William Eccles [L] died on 15 March 
1958, aged 42. 

Mr. Eccles was articled to Messrs. Brierley, 
Rutherford and Syme [FF] of York. He was 
assistant to architects in Chesterfield and Don- 
caster, and to Messrs. Thwaites, brewers, 
Blackburn, and Messrs. Hammonds, brewers, 
Bradford, before becoming chief architect to 
Messrs. Greenhall Whitley and Co., Ltd., 
brewers, St. Helens, in 1948. 

Among the licensed premises and hotels for 
which he was responsible were the Park 
Hotel, Speke, and the ‘Dove and Hive’ resi- 
dential hotel, Liverpool. He also designed the 
oak screen and altar rails for Weston Church, 
Yorkshire, and the chapels, baptistry and fur- 
nishings in Low House Church, St. Helens. 

He was an active worker for education, and 
was a member of the Board of Governors of 
the Notre Dame High School, St. Helens. 


Eustace Herbert Edwards, A.R.I.C.S. 
died on 7 February 1958, aged 69. 

Mr. Edwards received his training in the 
office of Messrs. James Young and Sons of 
Bradford. From 1925 until his death Mr. 
Edwards was architect and surveyor to Messrs. 
J. Emsley Ltd., of Bradford. 


[L], 


Ronald Fielding Dodd [F] died on 30 April 1958, 
aged 67. 

Mr. Kenneth A. Stevens [F], partner in the 
firm of R. Fielding Dodd and Stevens, writes: 

‘The sudden death of Mr. R. Fielding Dodd 
has left a very real gap in the profession’s 
representation in Oxford, for although he has 
not been in active practice for some eight years 
or so he has since been busily engaged as a 
consultant architect, firstly with the Oxford 
Regional Hospital Board and later as an 
independent consultant to certain of the 
Oxford Colleges and the University Chest. 

‘R.F.D., as he was known to so many of 
his friends and associates, was a man of con- 
siderable talent and outstanding personality. 
His ready wit and human _ understanding 
endeared him to all who worked with him, 
from his partners and staff to the builder’s 
foreman and “‘bricky” on the job. 

‘He was educated at King William’s College, 
Isle of Man, and received his architectural 
training under Professor L. Budden at the 
Liverpool School of Architecture where he 
obtained his diploma. 

‘He served in the First World War as an 
officer in the Machine Gun Corps and in 1924, 
following a short period of employment with 
two Oxford firms of architects, set up his own 
practice in Oxford, and by the early 30’s had 
built up a successful and varied practice 
specialising in university, school and hospital 
design. . 

‘In 1928 he was commissioned, with the late 
Sir Herbert Baker, R.A., as consultant, to 
design the new buildings for St. Peter’s Hall, 
Oxford. It was about this time, too, that he 
was appointed as Architect to Stowe School, 
Buckinghamshire, where he was engaged on 
building works for a number of years. 

‘He was responsible for the Wingfield- 
Morris Hospital (now the Nuffield Orthopaedic 


Centre), new buildings at the Acland Home 
and Warneford Hospital, and was SSOciated 
with the Ministry of Works during the early 
years of the last war in the desi: of the 
Churchill Hospital where he introduced g 
number of original ideas, some being incor. 
porated in standardised designs for later war 
emergency hospitals. [He had also been g 
member of the R.I.B.A. Hospitals Co: imittee,] 

“He was keenly interested in the old Suildings 
of Oxford and was consulted by many of the 
Colleges on questions of restoration and 
adaption. In 1935 he was employed by the 
University Chest on the complete reconstrye. 
tion of the interior of the Sheldonian Theatre 
following the discovery of considerable damage 
by death-watch beetle and was later responsible 
for the reconstruction of the Library at Oriel 
College and the Chancel of the University 
Church following devastation by fire. , 

‘During the eighteen months or so before 
his death he had been actively engaged on 
College and University Building Surveys jp 
connection with the Oxford Historic Buildings 
Appeal.’ 


Phiroze Jijibhai Khambata [A] died on 3 March 
1958, aged 46. 

Mr. G. B. Kshirasagar, Secretary (Retired) 
of the Department of Architecture at the Sir 
J. J. School of Art, Bombay, writes: 

‘Mr. Khambata was educated at the Elphin- 
stone College, Bombay, where he made his 
mark as a sportsman, and he received his 
architectural training at the Sir J. J. School of 
Art. He was elected a member of the Indian 
Institute of Architects in 1937 and a Fellow in 
1949, and he became an Associate of the 
R.I.B.A. in 1945. 

‘He started private practice in partnership 
with Mr. S. M. Dhurandhar and Mr. V. R. 
Kothare and took over the firm ‘Architec- 
tural Service’. On the dissolution of the 
partnership in 1954 he had continued to prac- 
tise on his own account. 

‘Mr. Khambata had been a studio assistant 
and later visiting lecturer at the Sir J. J. 
School of Art. He was examiner in architecture 
on the Board of Higher Art Examinations of 
the Government of Bombay and on the panel 
of the Bombay University Degree Examina- 
tions in Architecture and also of other Indian 
universities. He was a Wittet Memorial 
Scholar and a prominent member of the 
Council of the Indian Institute of Architects— 
he rendered yeoman service while on_ the 
I.1.A. Journal Committee when the Journal 
was in a critical condition and more particu- 
larly as Honorary Secretary of the R.I.B.A. 
Examination Board in India. 

“He commanded a good practice and at the 
time of his death he was engaged, among other 
building schemes, on the extensions to the 
Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute, Bombay, 
and the Saugor University Buildings Scheme, 
Madhya Pradesh.’ 

Other works included the Leonard Theo- 
logical College and the Science College of the 
Training Institute for Women at Jabalpur; the 
S.B. City College, G.S. College of Economics 
and Commerce, Jain Mandir, handloom cloth 
market and model mills, all at Nagpur. 

‘Mr. Khambata had a kind and charitable 
disposition and was always ready to help and 
oblige. He was a capable organiser, most 
methodical and quick in disposal. He leaves 
behind a large circle of friends who will miss 
his quiet and genial presence. By his prematur¢ 
death the Indian Institute of Architects have 
lost a stalwart member, architectural education 
an experienced and principled educationalist 
and Bombay a conscientious and able archi- 
tect, with a high sense of justice, loyalty and 
fair play.’ 
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Miss Mazaret Smith McCulloch [A] died on 


9§ April \958, aged only 30. 

Mr. Ecward S. Carden [L] writes: 

‘Miss McCulloch attended the Glasgow 
school cf Architecture and was awarded the 
Rellahouston Travelling Scholarship (touring 
Denmart and other European countries). She 


gained the Diploma in 1951 and subsequently 
was employed in the architectural departments 
of first the City of Glasgow and latterly the 
Corporation of Paisley. 

‘She was a promising young architect, 
particularly talented in interior decoration, 
and she had a likeable personality which 
endeared her to all her colleagues.’ 


John Charles Amory Teather [Retd. F] died on 
26 December 1957, aged 83. 


His partner, Mr. Colin Hadfield [Z], has 
supplied the following notes: 

‘Mr. Teather received his training in 
Sheffield and later became principal assistant 
to Messrs. Gibbs and Flockton [FF] of 
Sheffield. In 1911 he became a partner in the 
firm when the title was changed to Gibbs, 
Flockton and Teather. 

‘The partnership was dissolved in 1923 and 
he practised on his own account in Sheffield 
as J. Amory Teather. In 1945 he entered into 
partnership with Mr. Colin Hadfield under the 
style of Teather and Hadfield, and retired from 
active work in 1950. Mr. Hadfield is con- 
tinuing the practice. 

‘As a partner of Gibbs, Flockton and 
Teather, he designed the Applied Science 
Department of Sheffield University. In later 
years his work included many Methodist and 
Anglican churches. He took a keen interest in 
all church architecture. Other works included 
cinemas and schools, commercial and indus- 
trial buildings and private houses. 

‘He was President of the Sheffield, South 
Yorkshire and District Society of Architects 
and Surveyors in 1936.’ 


Archibald Buller West [F], senior partner in the 
firm of West and Pritchard [F/A], died on 
31 December 1957, aged 72. 


One of his partners, Mr. F. T. Pritchard [F] 
writes: 

*“A.B.” as he was known to his many 
friends, was educated at Abingdon School and 
served his articles in the office of his father, 
Mr. J. G. T. West [F]. After working in the 
Colonial Service in many parts of the world he 
ultimately returned to practice in partnership 
with his father in Abingdon. [He practised on 
his own account from 1930-45, then in 
partnership with Mr. F. T. Pritchard, who 
joined him in 1945 and with his eldest son Mr. 
D. B. West [A] who was taken into partnership 
in 1955.] 

‘He had been concerned with the design of a 
very wide variety of buildings including private 
residences, housing, business and industrial 
premises, schools, hospitals, churches and 
social buildings. [Among these were the 
Wantage Cottage Hospital; Boxhill School, 
Abingdon, and the science block at Abingdon 
School; a central warehouse and garage for 
the Co-operative Society at Oxford; local 
authority housing in Berkshire; the Coronet 
Cinema, Didcot; and Holyoake Hall (social 
premises) at Oxford.] 

‘He was also keenly interested in the affairs 
of his provincial association—the Berks, 
Bucks and Oxon A.A.—of which he had been 
at various times both Vice-President and 
Secretary. 

‘As a young man he had been a member of 
the county Yeomanry, and during the First 
World War he served with Colonial Forces and 
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the 60th Rifles. During the Second World War 
he was A.R.P. controller in Abingdon. His 
interest in the military life was reflected in rifle 
shooting at which he was extremely pro- 
ficient, shooting for his county small-bore team 
only three days before his death. Whenever he 
could he spent a week in the summer at Bisley, 
usually with considerable success. 

‘He was Chairman of the Borough Justices, 
a prominent Freemason and a Rotarian, and 
took great pleasure in helping many local 
undertakings and charities, always in the most 
unobtrusive way, for he was a very modest 
man. 

‘I, personally, had been associated with him 
for some 30 years, originally as pupil assistant 
and latterly as his partner, and had always 
regarded him as a guide, philosopher and 
friend. He had a quiet way and a particularly 
keen sense of humour, and he never appeared 
to be too busy to listen to and advise anyone 
who was in need of counsel. His ability to get 
on with people and get the best out of them, 
combined with an outstandingly retentive 
memory and immense and varied experience, 
brought him the regard of all with whom he 
came into contact, and particularly of his many 
builder friends with whom he enjoyed co- 
operation in the fullest sense of the word. 

‘Although he had reached an age when many 
men have sought the ease of retirement, his 
practice and other activities meant so much to 
him that he had never even discussed the possi- 
bility. The amount of work he got through, 
right up to his last day, could well serve as an 
example to many considerably his junior. 

‘The practice will continue under the style of 
West and Pritchard in the partnership of myself 
and his son.’ 





Members’ Column 


This column is reserved for notices of changes of 
address, partnerships vacant or wanted, practices 
for sale or wanted, office accommodation, 
and personal notices other than of posts wanted 
as salaried assistants for which the Institute’s 
Employment Register is maintained. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. G. R. D. Fryer, Dip.Arch.(Birm.), S.P. 
Dip. [A], has been appointed Planning Director 
of the Township of York and his address is 
now York Township Planning Board, 2700, 
Eglinton Avenue West, Toronto 9, Ontario, 
Canada. 


Mr.R.S. Hignell [A] has taken up the appoint- 
ment of Lecturer in the Department of Archi- 
tecture at the Nigerian College of Arts, Science 
and Technology, Zaria, Nigeria. 

Mr.M. J. Hislop [4] has taken up the appoint- 
ment of Architect to Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries, Ltd., Severnside Works, Prudential 
Buildings, Wine Street, Bristol, 1, where he will 
be pleased to receive trade literature. 


Mr. Zahir-ud-deen Khwaja [A] has been 
appointed Chief Town Planner and Architect 
to the Karachi Development Authority and 
his address is now Karachi Development 
Authority, Kingsway, Karachi, 1, Pakistan, 
where he will be pleased to receive trade 
literature. 


Mr. Frank A. B. Preston, M.T.P.I., 
F.R.I.A.S., F.R.S.E. [L], has been appointed a 
member of East Kilbride Development Corpor- 
ation. Mr. Preston, who is Honorary President 
of the Scottish National Housing and Town 
Planning Council, retired recently from the 
general managership of Glenrothes Develop- 
ment Corporation. 


PRACTICES AND PARTNERSHIPS 


The name of the firm of H. J. Ashwell and 
Associates has been changed to Ashwell, Dunn 
and Associates. The partners are Mr. H. J 
Ashwell [F] and Mr. A. A. Dunn [4]. 

Messrs. Buxton and Truscott [A] of St. 
Austell, Cornwall, have taken over the practice 
of Mrs. Sheila Tribe [A] at Newquay, under the 
title of Sheila Tribe, Buxton and Truscott. The 
style of the firm at Public Rooms, Truro Road, 
St. Austell, will remain Buxton and Truscott. 

Mr. Stanley B. Dawes [A] has commenced 
general practice at 2 Naseby Road, Dagenham, 
Essex (Dominion 1323) and at 443 High Road, 
Ilford, Essex (Ilford 3639). 

Mr. Christopher Gotch [A] has resigned his 
appointment as Chief Assistant Architect to 
the Hertfordshire County Council to commence 
practice under the style of Christopher Gotch 
and Associates at 160 Ballards Lane, Finchley, 
London, N.3 (Finchley 0480), where he will 
be pleased to receive trade literature, etc. 

Mr. James F. McLean [A] and Mr. Alan C, 
Kirkman [A] have formed a partnership under 
the style of The West Indies Design Group at 
12 Renfrew Road, Kingston, 10, Jamaica, 
where they will be pleased to receive trade 
literature. 

Mr. J. Watson Ritchie [F] has retired from 
the firm of Carver, Symon and Ross. The 
practice will be continued by the remaining 
partner, Mr. Donald Ross [F] under the same 
style and at the same addresses in Dundee, 
Arbroath, Brechin and Montrose. Mr. Ritchie 
has entered into partnership with Mr. Ian 
Brown Kinnear [A] under the style of Ritchie 
and Kinnear at 1 West Bell Street, Dundee. 

Mr. Alun Roberts [A] and Mr. David E. 
Humphreys [A] have become associates in the 
firm of T. Alwyn Lloyd and Gordon [F/A], 
of 6 Cathedral Road, Cardiff. 

Mr. Gerald R. Smith [A] has commenced 
private practice at 9 Dunluce Street, Larne, 
N. Ireland (Larne 2737). 

Messrs. Thomas and Morgan and Partners 
[AA] of 23 Gelliwastad Road, Pontypridd, have 
taken into partnership Mr. M. Rhys Griffiths 
[A], who has resigned the appointment of 
Regional Architect (Northern), P.W.D., Ghana. 

Mr. R. J. A. Wilson [A] has commenced 
practice on his own account at 15 King Street, 
Hereford, where he will be pleased to receive 
trade literature. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


Mr. Derek A. d-G. Abbott’s [A] address is 
now c/o Department of Planning and Archi- 
tecture, Basildon Development Corporation, 
Gifford House, Basildon, Essex, and not as 
given in the August JOURNAL. 

Mr. Kenneth Bayes [F] and Mr. Alexander 
Gibson [F] of Design Research Unit have 
changed their address to 37 Duke Street, 
London, W.1 (Hunter 1681). 

Mr. A. J. Bloomfield [A] has changed his 
address to 105 High Street, Billericay, Essex. 

Mr. Michael J. Briggs [A] has changed his 
address to 51 Langleys, Kingswood, Basildon, 
Essex. 

Mr. Lindsay Bullivant [F] has changed his 
address to The Grove, Chalford, Glos. 
(Brimscombe 2022). 

Mr. Norman A. Butterworth [4] has changed 
his address to P.O. Box 59, Kuwait, Persian 
Gulf. 

Mr. James D. Colchester [L] has changed 
his address to 2 Mill Road, West Worthing, 
Sussex, where he will be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues, etc. 

Mr. Edward Connolly [A] has changed his 
address to Lyndhurst, 7 Brunswick Hill, 
Reading (Reading 55677). 
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The Swansea address of Messrs. Cook, Rees 
and Tagholm [F] is now Barclays Bank Build- 
ings, Wind Street, Swansea. The telephone 
number remains Swansea 50719. 

Mr. Alan S. Craig [A] has changed his 
address to c/o 25 Gloucester Place, London, 
W.1. (Welbeck 0288). 

Mr. Edward Craven, M.T.P.I. [A], has 
changed the address of his Lincoln office to 
lla St. Mary’s Street, Lincoln. The telephone 
number remains Lincoln 10671. 

Mr. D. A. Dance [A] has changed his address 
to c/o Messrs. Norman and Dawbarn, 15a 
Constant Spring Road, P.O. Box 33, Kingston 
10, Jamaica, B.W.1. 

Mr. Peter Denney [A] has changed his 
address to 2 Walnut Tree Road, Dagenham, 
Essex. 

The Rev. Arthur J. Dobb [A], who was 
ordained to the deaconate of the Church of 
England in the Diocese of Manchester on 
1 June 1958, has changed his address to c/o 
The Vicarage, 174 Chorley New Road, 
Bolton, Lancashire. 

Mr. Peter Duffield [A] has changed his 
address to Lot 8, Crystal Street, Crystal Bay, 
Newport, New South Wales, Australia. 

Mr. Christopher Gotch [A] has changed his 
address to 46 The Pryors, East Heath Road, 
Hampstead, London, N.W.3 (Hampstead 
5396). 

Mr. Owen J. Howell [A] has changed his 
address to c/o Federal P.W.D. Headquarters 
(Architects Section), Lagos, Nigeria, West 
Africa. 

Mr. James Crosby Howlett [4] has changed 
his address to 9 Myddylton Place, Saffron 
Walden, Essex. 

Messrs. J. Thomson King and Partners 
(J. Thomson King [A], Thomas B. Main [A] 
and Eric D. Ellison [A]) have changed their 
address to No. 5 La Belle Place, Glasgow, C.3 
(Douglas 1308-9). 

Mr. S. R. King [A] has changed his address 
to c/o Messrs. Booty, Edwards and Partners, 
P.O. Box 65, Brunei Town, Brunei, Borneo. 

Mr. S. Kruss [A] has changed his address to 
601-2 Pier House, Heerengracht, Cape Town, 
South Africa. 

Mr. Michael Laird [A] has changed his 
address to 65 Castle Street, Edinburgh 2. 

Mrs. Joyce E. Lloyd [A] (née White) has 
changed her address to 1 East Wing, Marston 
House, near Frome, Somerset. 

Mr. David and Mrs. Doreen Oakley [AA] 
have changed their address to 27 Prince Park, 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 

Messrs. Purcell and Johnson [FF] are opening 
a new branch office on 1 October at 4 Bene’t 
Street, Cambridge, where their Chief Assistant, 
Mr. Anthony Rossi [A] will be pleased to 
receive trade catalogues. 

Messrs. W. H. Saunders and Son (John H. 
Saunders [L] and Richard W. Leggatt [A4]) are 
changing the address of their Southampton 
office on 15 September 1958 to 22 Brunswick 
Place, Southampton (Southampton 20302-3-+4. 
The addresses of the firm’s other offices will 
remain unchanged. 

Messrs. Selvaratnam and Monk [AA] have 


changed to new offices in Macan Markar 
Building, Prince Street, Fort, Colombo 1, 
Ceylon. 

Mr. J. Douglas Smith [A] has changed his 


private address to 199 Inglewood Drive, Moore 
Park, Toronto 7, Ontario, Canada. 

Mr. Donald Tucker [A] has changed his 
address to 23c Broadwater Down, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. (Tunbridge Wells 2824.) 

Messrs. White and Traviss [F/L] have changed 
their address to St. Pauls Chambers, 19-23 
Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4 (City 1812-3-4). 

Mr. Laurence Arthur Williams [A], until 
recently of Messrs. B. Hallwood Lingard and 
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Williams [F/A], North Wales, has now moved 
to 22 Tyla Teg, Pantmawr Garden Village, 
Whitchurch, Cardiff, where he will be pleased 
to receive trade literature. No callers without 
appointment, please. 


PRACTICES AND PARTNERSHIPS 
WANTED AND AVAILABLE 


Associate, Dipl.Arch. (33), senior assistant 
architect in well-known architects’ office, with 
experience of small and large contracts, seeks 
position leading to partnership in small prac- 
tice in Hampshire—West Sussex—Berkshire area. 
Some capital available. Box 70, c/o Secretary, 
R.1.B.A. 

Fellow with small but well-established prac- 
tice in the City seeks amalgamation with 
similarly placed member, or a partner with 
good connections. Box 71, c/o Secretary, 
R.I.B.A. 

Associates (husband and wife), returning to 
England in September 1958, wish to purchase 
small practice. Capital available. Box 73, 
c/o Secretary, R.I.B.A. 

Associate (29), with wide experience in 
private practice at home and overseas, seeks 
partnership or position leading to one in a 
busy practice, preferably in south-east or 
south-west England, possibly with a view 
to taking over from retiring principal. Keen, 
hardworking. Some capital available. Box 75, 
c/o Secretary, R.I.B.A. 

Associate, at present in responsible post, is 
unable to cope with rapidly growing private 
work, principally in London, and wishes to 
form an association with member in established 
practice with view to amalgamation. Some 


capital available. Box 76, c/o Secretary, 
R.1.B.A. 
Associate (36) with nine years’ varied 


experience in private practice, requires partner- 
ship, or responsible post leading shortly to 
partnership, in progressive office. 
England preferred. Capital available. Box 77, 
c/o Secretary, R.I.B.A 

Fellow, B.A.(Arch. ), seeks partnership with 
established or busy firm. Would be particularly 


interested in London or Aldershot areas. 
Capital available. Box 80, c/o Secretary, 
R.1.B.A 


Associate (38) with considerable experience 
in previous senior salaried position but at 
present carrying on small private practice in 
north Birmingham, would welcome possibility 
of joining up or having association with other 


established firm. Box 81, c/o Secretary, 
R.1.B.A. 
Associate wishes to dispose of a_ well- 


established general practice in south-east 
Lancashire area. Good, well-equipped office 
accommodation. Small staff available. Box 83, 
c/o Secretary, R.I.B.A. 

Exeter-Plymouth. Associate, with wide 
progressive office experience, local contacts, 
and capital available, wishes to acquire practice 
or partnership offering scope for extensive 


development. All communications treated in 
strict confidence. Box 84, c/o Secretary, 
R.1.B.A. 


Associate (35), wishes to purchase a practice 
or partnership with principal contemplating 
gradual retirement. Preferably southern coun- 
ties or coastal area, but prepared to consider 
any opportunity in this country or abroad. 
Advertiser is keen, energetic, and has excellent 
all-round experience both in this country and 
overseas. Box 87, c/o Secretary, R.I.B.A 


WANTED AND FOR SALE 

Wanted. A copy of Notes on the Life and on 
the several imprints of the work of Thomas 
Rickman, F.S.A., by Thomas Miller Rickman, 
F.S.A., 1901. Also a copy of An attempt to 


South of 


discriminate the styles of archi:ecture in 
England from the Conquest to the R. ‘ormatign 
by Thomas Rickman, preferably dition [ 
Box 74, c/o Secretary, R.I.B.A. i 

For Sale. Fellow wishes to pOse of 
several framed and original water colours by 
Brangwyn and Walcot; an imperiai size Dine 
drawing-board with two mahogany ‘-squares 
and a double elephant size mahogany T-square 
Box 78, c/o Secretary R.I.B.A. , 

For Sale. Stanley tachometrical cuick se 
level, tripod, staff, ranging rods and chain: 
also combined plan cabinet and book ase, For 


details and price please write to Box 85 
c/o Secretary, R.I.B.A. 

For Sale. Gilt gesso niche (Itaiian) with 
curtain at the arch at back, though to have 
been a Sacrament House for Reservation, and 
an elaborately enriched majolica frame, five 
feet in diameter, in full colours, both of which 
might be suitable for a new Catholic church, 
Box 86, c/o Secretary, R.I.B.A. 


ACCOMMODATION 


Provincial member requires accommodation 
address and use of room for interviewing pur- 
poses approximately once a fortnight. Prefer. 
ably in the West End area. Box 67, c/o Secre- 
tary, R.I.B.A. 

Member with surplus office space would be 
willing to share with firm of architects or sur- 
veyors requiring small branch or accommoda- 
tion address in South Hampshire. Full office 
facilities available. Box 72, c/o Secretary, 
R.L.B.A 

To let in Gordon Square, London, W.C.1.— 
six rooms on ground and first floors, about 
1,400 ft. super. Rent £1,000 p.a. exclusive, 
Box 79, c/o Secretary, R.I.B.A. 

Young member expects to move in December 
1958 to a house in Winchester, Hants. The 
house stands in a good position, and has a 
small drawing office attached. He wishes to 
contact any experienced member practising in 
the area with regard to sharing accommoda- 
tion, work, etc. Box 82, c/o Secretary, R.I.B.A. 


The Royal Institute of British Architects, as a 
body, is not responsible for statements made or 
opinions expressed in the JOURNAL. 








CAR INSURANCE 


Advantageous terms have been negotiated 
with Lloyd’s Underwriters for Motor Car 
Insurance through this Agency for Architects 
and their Assistants. The scope of this cover is 
wide and includes business use without addi- 
tional premium. Loss of professional instru- 
ments from the car is also covered. The 
premium rates agreed upon for this scheme 
show a reduction of 15 per cent on those 
normally required by the Underwriters. These 
special terms will not apply to high perform- 
ance sports cars or to motor cycles. 

Full particulars will be sent on application 
May we suggest that you inquire now so that 
you have details before you when the renewal 
of your existing insurance falls due? Inquiries 
to:— 


The Manager, 

A.B.S. Insurance Agency, Ltd., 
66, Portland Place, 
London, W.1. 
(Telephone: Langham 5533.) 


R.I.B.A. JOURNAL 





SEPT 


re in 
nation, 
'on |, 


Se of 
ITS by 
© Pine 
Uares: 
quare, 


ok set 
chain: 
e. For 
X 85 


With 
have 
1, and 
, five 
Which 
lurch. 


lation 
3 pur- 
refer- 
Secre- 


Id be 
r sur- 
noda- 
Office 
etary, 


= 
rbout 
USIVE, 


mber 
The 
1as a 
es to 
ng in 
10da- 


as a 


de or 


jated 


tects 
er Is 
iddi- 
stru- 
The 
leme 
hose 
hese 
yrm- 


‘ion 
that 


Iries 





The 


FALCON IOG 


heavy duty gas range 





cooks supremely well 
for any number of people 


The Falcon 10G can be installed singly, or in multiple 
installations, in runs or island suites. 

Easy to use, clean, and maintain, it is one of the 
best-looking, most efficient and labour-saving ap- 
pliances of its type. Moreover, it can stand up to the 
roughest treatment. 

Allin all, the Falcon 10G is one of the finest examples 
of Falkirk quality. For a fully illustrated leaflet, write to: 
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THE FALKIRK 
IRON COMPANY LIMITED 


18 Dering Street, Hanover Square, London, W.1 


Al 


REGO. TRADE MARK 


Proprietors: Allied Ironfounders Ltd., makers of cookers, botlers, fires and baths 
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GIRLING’S BUILDING FRAMES 


OF PRECAST REINFORCED CONCRETE 


PL 


new 


East 






































x For economy, speedy erection and no maintenance costs, this form of Stee 
x construction is ideal for Factory Buildings, Church and Assembly Halls, All 
YEE Agricultural Buildings, and School Canteens, etc. by I 
VES The System comprises precast reinforced posts, rafters and purlins and 
VSS valley gutters where appropriate. Travelling crane beams can be provided 
x4 carried by haunches on the columns. Spans available are in multiples of 

EZ 5 ft. up to 50 ft. 

pees 
vx< } For multi-storey buildings precast concrete columns and beams can be supplied 


at a cost much less than cased steel stanchions and Rolled Steel Joists. 


agp 
<x 
nyo 


A complete service of design, manufacture and erection is provided. 


% 


oS 
SS 
\ 


Girlings Ferro Concrete Co., Ltd. 


Southern Works: Great South West Road, Feltham, 
Middlesex. Phone: HOU. 1158. 





fe 





EL 
oa Midland Works and Head Office: Rothwell, Leeds. Th 
Phone: Rothwell 3174 ae ee ous ™ oft 
Northern Works: Nickel Works, Kirkintilloch, near Glasgow. — cneesmnn 60 
Phone: Kirkintilloch 2244. FERRO CONCRETE WORK 
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All types of 
service installation 





PLANNED AND INSTALLED AS A SINGLE CO-ORDINATED OPERATION 


INDUSTRIAL, CHEMICAL, 
H/V AND ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES installed by E.S.I. for 
Win. R. Warner & Co. Limited, at their 
new Cosmetics and Pharmaceutical Factory, 
Eastleigh, Hants. 





BOILER INSTALLATION at the Pressed 
Steel Company’s new works near Swindon, Wilts. 
All industrial, H/V and electrical services installed 
by E.S.I. 

y 








ELECTRIC LIGHTING INSTALLA- 


TION carried out by E.S.I. at the London Office 
of the Bank of London and South Africa. 
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Specialised skill in every branch of modern service installations is provided 
by E.S.I. Where a project calls for one or many different services E.S.I. 
can provide the unique advantages of co-ordinated planning carried out 
from start to finish by a single team working under one direction. This 
dovetailed planning at every stage means smoother and speedier site 
operations with greater regard to overall design and resulting economy in 
overall costs. 

The system has proved its value in many industrial, commercial and 
domestic installations at home and overseas. 





Specialists working together 
ENGINEERING SERVICE INSTALLATIONS LTD 


258 GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON, W.C.1. Tel: TERminus 3388 


and at LIVERPOOL - MANCHESTER » WORTHING & OVERSEAS 
TGA ES36 
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Another Building 
Operation 
Simplified 


BEACON steel door frames are supplied 

COMPLETE with the fittings—just ready to 

be built in! These pre-assembled units 

will simplify AND speed your building 

schedule. 

Made of Zinc-coated steel, BEACON 

metal doorframes will support a load of 135 

Ibs., carry the usual load of breeze hollow 

block and 44” brick work without a lintel 

in complete safety. Corners are 

electrically welded and neatly cleaned off. 

Internal door frames are coated with 

a rust inhibiting primer, stoved-on at a 

high temperature. External doorframes are 
hot dip galvanised. 

Comprehensive literature gladly 

supplied on request. 


JOHN THOMPSON BEACON WINDOWS LTD. 




























EASY TO ERECT 


Metal anchors are fixed into the 
brick courses and hold the frame 
firmly into position while building 
continues. 


TO TAKE EXTRA WEIGHT 


Beacon steel lintels will support 

a load up to 750 Ibs., in safety. They 
zr2 designed to fit easily into the 
head of the doorframe with the 
minimum of trouble. These steel 
lintels save concrete and shuttering 
on small spans. 


BRICK-LAYER’S LINE GUIDE 


Line guides are supplied to 
enable the brick-layer to quickly 
line his work through, between 
door frames. 


ALL EXTRAS ARE FACTORY 
MADE AND FITTED 


Base ties, hinges, lock strikes, 
rubber buffers and fixing lugs are 
already fitted into the frame 
when it arrives on site. BEACON 
complete door frames will cut 
down your building time and 
storage problems. 





|, BEACON , 


METAL DOOR FRAMES 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
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IN a growing world 


Today when buildings are springing up all over the country, the 
demand for high quality paints continues to increase. In formulating 
special paints for industry, International have combined maximum protective 
qualities with a planned colour technique. This special attention to colour harmony is 
designed to promote efficiency by reducing eye-strain and eliminating 
emotional tension caused by discordant surroundings. Two of the most popular paints in this 


range are Interlux Gloss Finish and Interlight Emulsion Paint. Full details will be gladly 


sent on request, and our representatives are always available for consultation. 


Interlux and Interlight together 
with other International paints 
were used on the new research 
station built for FISONS 
LIMITED at Levington, 
Suffolk. 

Architects: Johns, Slater & 
Haward, Ipswich. 

Main Contractors: Messrs. J. 
Gerrard & Sons Ltd., Manchester 
and Ipswich. 

Painting sub-contractor: Messrs. 
J. C. Mellor, Manchester and 
Ipswich. 





International Paints Ltd. 


GROSVENOR GARDENS HOUSE, LONDON, S.W.! 
TELEPHONE: TATE GALLERY 7070 (/5 LINES) 
Also: BIRMINGHAM - BELFAST CARDIFF - GLASGOW 
LEEDS - LIVERPOOL NEWCASTLE » SOUTHAMPTON 







S 
REGISTERED TRADE MARK 








y 
MAIN FACTORY IN U K.—FELLING-ON-TYNE 
ASSOCIATED FACTORIES IN 






AUSTRALIA MELBOURNE FRANCE ROUEN NEW ZEALAN AU 
AUSTRALIA SYONE GERMANY HAMBURG NEW ZEALAND WELLINGTON 
eaotane pepe aoe Taneino HOLLAND oe SPAIN 
ITALY 
CANADA VANCOUY ER ITALY Rest SOSA GOTHENBURG 
DENMARK cuneee MEXICO Mexico city USA SAN FRANCISCO 
FRANCE LEH RE NORWAY BERGE VENEZUELA MARACAIBO 
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Now! Really trouble-free 





concrete curing! with 


VISQUEEN POLYTHENE SHEETING 


VISQUEEN POLYTHENE 
SHEETING takes the worry and 
trouble out of on-site concrete 
curing. There is no need for 
watering, no need for constant 
inspection. 

In addition, only ‘Visqueen’ offers 
all these outstanding advantages: 
@ Wide widths (widths of 15 feet 

were specially made for use on 
the Gatwick Airport Develop- 
ment Project). 
@ Toughness combined with flexi- 
bility and light weight. 
*Visqueen’ 


@ Economy. Light- 


weight 150 costs approximately 
3d. per sq. ft. 


@ ‘Visqueen’ can be used again and 
again. 


Tests prove* that ‘Visqueen’ not 
only keeps in 95°, of the moisture— 
it gives higher compression strength 
on beams and columns than con- 
ventional curing methods. 


“Visqueen’ has many other uses in 
the building industry. Write to the 
address below for the free booklet 
‘Visqueen for the Building In- 
dustry’ and the name and address of 
your nearest stockist. 


* Actual test reports available on request. 


Gatwick Airport Development Project: vertical pillars ‘bandaged’ with 
‘Visqueen’ polythene film during curing. Consulting Engineers: Frederick 
S. Snow and Partners; Contractors: Turriff Construction Corp. Ltd. 
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| VISQUEEN the builders’ polythene film 


BRITISH VISQUEEN LIMITED - 
A SUBSIDIARY COMPANY OF IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED 


HERTS - ’PHONE: STEVENAGE 1310 
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CASEBOOK NO. 4 


A ceiling for a paper-making mill ae id 
requires to be capable of with- ie 


; ‘ hwmininnr fe or) s ge 
standing high temperatures and mings CK I 
Lumidity and at the same time OK 


to have a maximum of sound 
absorption up to the highest 
sound frequencies in order 






to reduce the very high noise levels Sener 
plasty behing sv“ 


found in these buildings. The special 
solution to this problem, designed and erected by A.C.C., has high percentage 
perforated aluminium sheeting (25%) to ensure practically no loss of 
absorption at high frequencies. This is installed on aluminium tee sections 
over plastic strips and carries the scrim-encased rock wool absorbent. 


perforated AWN, 8 GOMGe 





Asbestos insulation board ceilings and special vertical claddings were fixed by A.C.C. in 
the new Research Laboratories of the British Petroleum Co. at Sunbury (Architects: J. M. 
Wilson, H. C. Mason & Partners, F.R.I.B.A.) Our illustration shows how light fittings 
are incorporated in the modular ceiling design in one of the analytical labs. 


CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED 


Euston Road . London N.W.1 . Tel: EUSton 7465 


45 


















WHAT 
ABOUT 
CLEAN AIR? 1 a 





Don’t worry...Carrier have 
thought of everything 


With Conduit WEATHERMASTER, Carrier offer the most comprehensive air 
conditioning system yet available. Summer cooling, winter heating, constant 
supplies of clean air and temperatures controlled in individual rooms free from 
traffic noise — just a few of the many outstanding features of this revolutionary, 
space-saving, air conditioning system for multi-roomed buildings. Please ask for 
full particulars. 








Conduit WEATHERMASTER 
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM = 


CARRIER ENGINEERING COMPANY LTD - 24 BUCKINGHAM GATE, WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 + Telephone. VICtoria 6858 


The Pioneers of Air Conditioning 
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Versatile: Expanded Metal Openwork Walkways are designed for 
Catwalks, Gantries and the like and they can be made with cut-outs 
or openings to suit structural or other requirements. They can be com- 
bined with Openwork Stairtreads to make a unit of exceptional strength 
which is readily fixed and has a perfect, non-slip surface. 


Adaptable: Expanded Metal flooring and walkways are made up in 
panels of any convenient size, easily fixed into place and easily 
removed. 


Functional: Expanded Metal Walkways have great strength and are 
clean and hygienic, allow free passage of air and light, permit ready 
inspection of the condition of the supporting structure and afford a 
perfect grip for the feet. 


All this may be of particular interest to you at this moment. Ask us for 
further information about Expanded Metal. 


XMPARDED METAL 


at the heart of more things than most people realise 


THE EXPANDED METAL CO. LTD., BURWOOD HOUSE, CAXTON STREET, LONDON, S.W.1. TEL: ABBEY 7766 
ALSO AT: ABERDEEN - BELFAST - BIRMINGHAM - CARDIFF - DUBLIN - EXETER - GLASGOW - LEEDS - MANCHESTER - PETERBOROUGH - WEST HARTLEPOOL Expamet 


THE EXPANDED METAL COMPANY OF CANADA LIMITED, ANNACIS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, VANCOUVER, CANADA 
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COU a2 dot SHINGLES 


A Wall Finish with a differcnce 





















WEATHERING to a delightful silvery grey, Shingles are a 
most attractive method of providing a distinctive elevation, 
Nailed to battens on brick, breeze or timber studding, 
the construction is most economical and is 
completely weatherproof. The high 

thermal insulation value of 

Western Red Cedar helps in 
keeping the building warm in 


winter and cool in summer. 


KIDBROOKE 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Architects 


SLATER, UREN & PIKE 
FF/A.R.1.B.A. 











FIXING CAN BE ALSO UNDERTAKEN IF REQUIRED 


Send for full details to Dept. AF.137/9 


W. H. COLT (LONDON) LTD. SURBITON SURREY. Tel. ELMbridge 0161 
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his Floor has absorbed 700 MILLION pounding pounds 


It has 
been 
calculated 
that this 
attractive 
Linoleum 
floor 
at a busy 
Lyons Tea 
Shop in 
Kensington, 
London, W.8, has 
withstood over \ 
the years foot 
pressure equivalent } 
to no less than 
700 million } 
pounds. 


Laid eleven / 
years ago, F 
it is still 
as colour- 
ful and 
resilient 
as the day 
it was in- 
stalled. The 
passage of 
millions of feet, 
bringing in the 
abrasive grit 
from the streets, 
has not impaired its 
well-cared-for 
appearance. 








Linoleum still 
maintains its an 
supremacy as the me For Beauty that 
; longest wearing of all resilient ' 


floor finishes. No serious cann ot be stam pe d O ut 


challenge exists to this 


leadership. A range of modern 
patterns offers unlimited ; 
scope for beautiful effects 
‘ in floor styling. 





| 
| 


THELMA 
“THELMA” stands for The Linoleum Manufacturers’ Association, 127 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 
For further information write to the Association or to any of the following members: Barry Ostlere & Shepherd Ltd., Kirkcaldy : Dundee Linoleum Co. Ltd., Dundee 
Linoleum Manufacturing Co. Ltd., 6 Old Bailey, London, E.C.4 - Michael Nairn & Co. Ltd., Kirkcaldy * North British Linoleum Co. Ltd., Dundee * Scottish 
Co-operative Wholesale Society Ltd., Falkland, Fife - Jas. Williamson & Son Ltd., Lancaster. 
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Marm 
by COKE & GAS 


Its advantages include :— 
* Forced warm air heating from a single source 
without radiators or pipes, a conveniently 
grouped duct system being incorporated in the 
design stage of the building. 
Flexibility—heating readily controlled 
automatically when wanted and to the desired extent. 
Costs—can be cheaper than conventional central 
heating to comparable standard, because of its 
greater flexibility. 
Full comfort standard—less draughts, uniform 
room heating. Cool air in summer. 
More scope for the Designer—small space 
requirements of unit meaning greater freedom of 
planning. 
Smokeless—whether fuelled by gas or coke. 
Cleanliness—since the warm air is directed 
downwards at low level and at sufficient speed, 


discolouration of decorations is avoided. 


Domestic hot water—usually combined in one unit. 
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Warm Air Appliances 
in a wide range of outputs 


are available to suit new buildings. 






































Technical information and advice on all heating problems 
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may be obtained from your Area Gas Board or the GAS COUNCIL, 1 Grosvenor Place, S.W.1. 
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BROWN-GREY MULTI-COLOURED SANDFACED FLETTONS 
A pleasing sand-faced brick of attractive appearance with 
colours ranging from red-brown to buff. 

These bricks are durable and withstand a high crushing strain. 


DARK MULTI-COLOURED SANDFACED FLETTONS 

These dark sandfaced multi-coloured facing bricks are un- 
affected by climatic conditions. 

The finished effect can be widely and attractively shown by 
variation in bonding and pointing. 

s RIDGEFACED MULTI-COLOURED FLETTONS 

A diagonally lined facing brick of considerable character. 

Its rustic and rugged appearance and the warm tones of 
reds and buffs make this brick very suitable for housing 
development. 


es PLAIN FLETTONS 


A general purpose brick recommended for its strength and 
uniformity and very suitable for all building purposes. 





Eastwoods range of Fletton Bricks combine 
economy with durability and their 
colours and textures make thes 
bricks some of the finest 
facings yet produced for 
housing schemes. 


ae . 5 ae 
We invite you to apply for Eastwoods < ‘ Oe 
illustrated brochure of coloured brick leaflets. % VA 
X a 


f ASTWOODS THE FIRST NAME IN CAPITAL . 


Head Office : 158-160 City Road, London, E.C.1 (Clerkenwell 2040. 30 lines) 


Northern Sales Office : 29 St. Sepulchre Gate, Doncaster (Doncaster 49256) 


Or any of our Depots: 





CAMBRIDGE, 117 East Road. Tel. Cambridge 2087; COVENTRY, Sandy Lane. Tel. Coventry 61707; DONCASTER, Crompton Road. Tel. Doncaster 61442; 
EASTLEIGH, Allbrook, Eastleigh, Hants. Tel Eastleigh 2621/2; GILLINGHAM (Kent), Trafalgar Street. Tel. Gillingham 59071; GREENWICH, Norman Road, S.E.10. 
Tel. GREenwich 1172; HILLINGDON, Uxbridge Road. Tel. Uxbridge 6421/2; IPSWICH, Cumberland Street. Tel. Ipswich 53794; ISLEWORTH, 11 The Square. 
Tel. HOUnslow 1181; KINGSLAND, 4 Orsman Road, N.1. Tel. SHOreditch 4133/4; KING’S LYNN, South Everard Street. Tel. King’s Lynn 3718; LEEDS, 7, 320 Meanwood 
Road. Tel. Leeds 40484; LETCHWORTH, Birds Hill. Tel. Letchworth 1700; MORTLAKE, High Street, S.W.14. Tel. PROspect 7231; NORWICH, The Nest, Rosary 
Road. Tel. Norwich 21498; SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, Fairfax Drive, Southend, Essex. Tel. Southend 48171; SUDBURY (Suffolk), North Street. Tel. Sudbury 2416; 
WEMBLEY, St. John’s Road. Tel. WEMbley 5404/5; WEYBRIDGE, Bridge Wharf. Tel. Weybridge 3963. 





£.26860 
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PRESSED STEEL TANKS 




















Storage for 19,100 gallons at 
an Iron and Steel Works, England 


The unit method of construction enables Braithwaite Pressed Steel Tanks 
to be supplied in an unlimited range of capacities and to be conveyed to 
and erected in positions unsuitable for other forms of construction. In 
addition to providing adequate liquid reserves for many industrial needs, 
Braithwaite Tanks are playing an increasing part in bringing essential 
services and improving the standards of living to established communities 
and are a means of providing many of the basic amenities where back- 
ward areas are being opened up and developed. 


Storage for 34,000 gallons at an Oil 
Refinery, Aden 


Storage for 65,100 gallons for a rural 
community, Belgian Congo 


A pontoon for civil engineering work made from units Storage for 1,400 gallons ata 
built with pressed steel tank plates tea garden, Ceylon 


BRAITHWAITE & CO. 
ENGINEERS LIMITED 


BRIDGE AND CONSTRUCTIONAL ENGINEERS 





LONDON OFFICE: DORLAND HOUSE - REGENT STREET - LONDON SWI - TELEPHONE WHITEHALL 3993 
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Specify one of these 
branded A.v.E. vermiculites. 
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ASSOCIATION OF 





VERMICULITE 
EXFOLIATORS 








results 


have proved 


that 


provides 


VERMICULITE 


better thermal insulation 


efficiency—for no extra cost— 


than any other material 


Roof screeds - Floor screeds - Loose fill » Plaster 





Full technical information 
from 


J. M. & J. Bartlett Ltd 
Lombard House 

Warwick Street 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 2 


Cape Building Products Ltd 
114-116 Park Street 
LONDON Wr 

Cowley Bridge Works 
UXBRIDGE Middlesex 


A. R. & W. Cleaver Ltd 
Advance Works 

Wood Street 
NORTHAMPTON 


Dupre Vermiculite Ltd 

39-41 New Broad Street 
LONDON EC2 

23b Broadwater Road 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY Herts 


The Iron & Marble Company Ltd 
33-35 Victoria Street 
BRISTOL 


William Kenyon & Sons (MetaMica) Ltd 
DUKINFIELD Cheshire 

140 West George Street GLASGOW C2 
50 Bloomsbury Street 

Bedford Square LONDON WCr 


L. Slack & Son Ltd 
Courthouse Street 
Pontypridd 
SOUTH WALES 


Issued in the interest of better insulation by the Association of Vermiculite Exfoliators, 51-55 Strand, London W.C.2 


53 





“I WAS A WASTER?’ |' 


— Steam Pipe confesses 





et 


I am a four-inch bore pipe. I work in a factory. 
It is my job to carry steam at 450°F. from generator to 
the plant. But I was a waster, a fuel waster, a very 
fuellish waster indeed ! 

I used to work naked as the day I was drawn. Of 
course I wasted heat—and therefore fuel — but who 
cared? Then one day, a bright spark from Fibreglass 
told the Manager that I was wasting nearly one ton of 


coal a year through each foot of my length. 





I felt naked — and ashamed. Quickly they had me 
wrapped in a Fibreglass rigid section 1?” thick. Now, 
this is saving 184 cwts. of each ton I used to waste. My 


conscience is clear; but if pride is a sin, I’d better look 


out. Because I am proud of my slim figure, my neat 


neating and my light-weight on hangers. 


FIBREGLASS 


TRADE MARK 





Rigid Sections 
were my salvation !” 


— STEAM PIPE TESTIFIES 





For the whole story, please write to: 


FIBREGLASS LIMITED, ST. HELENS, LANCASHIRE °<- ST. HELENS 4224 
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Plan well ahead 
with the help of Esso Home Heating 


Advisory Service. Write to the address 
below and arrange a meeting. 


HOME 
HEATING OILS 











SEPTEMBER 1958 


The trend towards ‘‘open plan” living requires a heating system 
that heats an area equivalent to several rooms at once; oil-fired 
heating does this automatically, economically and with the minimum 
of attention. Moreover, with a choice of panel-type heating, radiators, 
skirting-board heating or warm-air circulation, the architect can 


harmonise the heating system with other features of his design. 


Oil-fired central heating works unseen 


A further advantage of this system is that all the pipes, radiators and equip- 
ment can be out of sight—leaving the architect completely free to produce 
a clean plan, unhindered by fireplaces and chimneys. Consider oil-fired 


central heating at the earliest stage of your planning. 


HOME HEATING DEPARTMENT, ESSO PETROLIUM CO., LTD., 36B QUEEN ANNI *$ GATE, LONDON, S.W.I 
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FOR PERFECT 
“DOOR CONTROL 























FLOOR SPRING 
The “Britannic” is of very sturdy construction and designed to 
control doors weighing up to 250 lbs. It allows the doors to be 


pushed open through an angle of 90° both ways. Exposed parts 
finished in polished brass or B.M.A. chromium plated. 


SEE OUR EXHIBITION AT THE BUILDING CENTRE, 26, STORE ST., W.C.1. 


William Newman & Sons Ltd. HOSPITAL STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 19 
Established over 200 years 
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HOPES 


Standard Reversible Windows 


CAN BE CLEANED, GLAZED 
AND PAINTED FROM WITHIN 


PATENT APPLIED FOR 












Bi 


3. Reversing the casement 4. Cleaning the outside 


Specially Designed to Reduce Maintenance 
on Multi-storey Dwellings 


Send for List No. 352 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners Street, London, W.1 


MEMBER OF THE METAL Y wixvow ASSOCIATION 
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rom Youndation lo roof, 


It was in the reign of Queen Victoria we started making clay 
building materials, and we are still at it. Every day railway 
wagons and lorries leave our works laden with Haunchwood 
products for all parts of the country. With the object of 
assisting customers we instituted the service of supplying 
mixed composite loads of our products. This arrangement 
enables the customers to obtain minimum requirements of 
assorted materials at economical full-load prices either by 
rail or road delivery, thus eliminating much clerical work, the 
cutting down of ‘overheads’ and resulting in more advan- 
tageous buying. Here are some of the materials we make at 
Nuneaton :— 


Blue engineering bricks, rustic facing bricks, chimney 
pots, ridge tiles, hollow floor and partition blocks, 
flue linings, sanitary and agricultural pipes, bricquettes 
for fireplaces, ventilating bricks, etc. 


When desired, Rosemary Clay Roof Tiles, the products of 
our associates, G. W. Lewis’ Tileries Ltd., can be included 
to make up a rail truck or lorry load. We invite your 





enquiries. 


a ch Woy 











CLAY i, 


BUILDING PRODUCTS 





HAUNCHWOOD BRICK & TILE CO. LTD., NUNEATON Phones: 3419 & 3410 





IN ASSOCIATION WITH G. W. LEWIS TILERIES’ LTD., STOCKINGFORD, NUNEATON *Phone: NUNEATON 3125 
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Bush House, Birmingham. 
Photograph by courtesy of the ‘‘Birmingham Post”’ 


Architects: 

Harry W. Weedon, F.R.1.B.A. & Partners 

in co-operation with 

A.G. Sheppard Fidler, M.A., F.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.1., 
City Architect. 


Building & Civil Engineering Contractcrs: 
C. Bryant & Sons Ltd., Birmingham. 


Gypunit Partitions installed by 
Gyproc Products’ Contracts Department. 















provided an attractive means 
of dividing space whilst permitting 
flexibility for the future in 
the office layout at Bush House 


usinc GYPUNIT PARTITIONS 





GYPUNIT Partitions are easily and 
speedily erected, light in weight, 
lemountable and adaptable to individual 
requirements. The surface spread of 
flame classification is Class 1(B.S.476). 
For extra quietness there is a 
Double-leaf cypunit Partition giving 
high sound reduction. GYPUNIT 
Partitions are described fully in 
‘Architects’ Journal’’ Information 
Sheet A21G2. Copies available on request. 


SEPTEMBER 1958 


GYPROC PRODUCTS LIMITED 


Head Office: Singlewell Road, Gravesend, Kent. Gravesend 4251/4 
Glasgow Office: Gyproc Wharf, Shieldhall, Glasgow, S.W.1. Govan 2141/3 
Midland Sales Office: 11 Musters Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham. Nottingham 82101 


London Office: Bath House, 82 Piccadilly, London, W.1. Grosvenor 4617/9 
$/GU6 
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The brilliant whites and 
beautiful tints of modern products 
depend on TIOXIDE 

TITANIUM OXIDE... 
finest white pigment in the world! 


TITANIUM 
PIGMENTS 


BRITISH TITAN PRODUCTS COMPANY LIMITED 10 Stratton Street London W.1 
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SECTION SHOWING 
TYPICAL DETAIL 


(1) 9 in. Dorman Long Lintel 

(2) 6in. Dorman Long Lintel 
(shown dotted) 

(3) Outer skin 

(4) Cavity 

(5) Inner skin 

(6) Inside concrete lintel 
(carried out into cavity 
if so desired) 

(7) Flat arch 

The wide ‘turn-in’ of the 

Dorman Long Lintel allows 

the cavity to be varied 

from 2 in. to 2? in. in width. 






















































Patent No. 694214 
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nt DORMAN LONG LINTEL 
Combined Angle Arch Support« Dampcourse Tray 


IN HOT-DIP GALVANIZED STEEL, FOR USE AT THE 
HEADS OF OPENINGS IN EXTERNAL CAVITY WALLS 


Comes on site to required length ready to fix. 
Large saving in site labour costs. 
Cannot be damaged in cavity cleaning. 
THE DORMAN LONG LINTEL has only to be placed into position over the head of 


the opening, and without delay the work carries on. 





Prices and details from: 

DORMAN LONG (Steel) LTD., Sheet Dept., Middlesbrough 
or from district offices at London, Birmingham, Manchester, 
Newcastle, Belfast, Glasgow. 


DORMAN LONG 
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... from Canada’s vast forest: 
a wood for almost every need! 
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RILEY ROBOT 

Hopper feed. Suitable for 
sectional boilers in domestic 
hot water or space heating 
systems—and vertical boilers 







for steam-raising. 


‘T’ CHAIN 
GRATE STOKER 









For horizontal shell-type 
boilers. Ensures efficient 
burning of low grade coals. 





DIREKTO 


Bunker feed. For sectional boilers in domestic 
hot water and space heating systems. Also for 
vertical boilers used in steam-raising. Feeds 

direct from bunker to boiler below floor level. 





mn 


IT IS AN 
FFENGE TO | 
EMIT 
DARK SMOKE 


Under the Clean Air Act it is now an offence 
to emit dark smoke. The problem of ensuring 
smokeless combustion within the meaning 
of the Act without costly conversions can 
be solved by the installation of Riley Chain 
Grate or Under-feed Mechanical Stokers. 
Write for full technical information. 

















en 


SEE US AT THE 
FUEL EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION | 


j 


ON STAND F6 | 


all these 


Hopper feed. For the 
larger vertical boilers, 










water tube and locomotive 
boilers, hot water and 
steam heating systems 
and steam processes. 


INDUSTRIAL 
ROBOT 


CLASS ‘B’ 


Hopper feed. For Cornish, 
Lancashire and Economic 
boilers. Specially designed 
with grate to fit into 


circular furnace flues. 











| a provide smokeless 
_ combustion 


- from small 


bituminous coal 


RILEY (iC) PRODUCTS LIMITED 


Mechanical Stokers - 
A member of the International Combustion Organisation 


\ NINETEEN WOBURN PLACE - LONDON WCI - TERMINUS 2622 


Syntron Electric Vibratory Equipment 

















By Courtesy of 
Ashton-under-Lyne 
Reporter. 


Because he had 10 Whe Waa 
D ESCAPE. 


“MURILITE” Pre-mixed Perlite 

Plaster, which has attained a 

Grade A (6 hours) Fire Protection 

Rating, could have resisted the 

spread of flame for a long enough x 
period to have permitted him to a 
use the normal exits. . iT 

Complete details of the test ANtGa rilite 

made in accordance with the nro THAGEARE 

British Standard definitions No. . apy pe MIXED, me 
476:1953 are contained in the DER ITE PL 

F.R.O.S.1 report No. 621:1955. *~ 
ae Ka. Ne 


— 


=— 














eal 






= GYPSUM 
—- “PLASTER € 
—— : 

Sa == CEMENT 


=—_ CAPFERATA . NEWARK 


Write for detailed brochure to 
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Brush on this liquid 
waterproofing... 


and roofs 
are safe 
for y 


WA 


ears 


ARCHITECTS, BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS are 
often on the look-out for an economical, durable 
material that protects roofs from the worst that the 
weather can do. They will find Synthaprufe ideal for 
this purpose. 

Synthaprufe is a liquid waterproofing that protects 
roofs completely from moisture and requires no main- 


Z 















tenance. It does not decay, even after years of exposure. 
Synthaprufe is extremely easy to handle—you simply 
brush it on and allow it to set. And because it spreads 
so well and lasts so long, it gives great savings in man- 
hours and money. 

Synthaprufe can be confidently recommended as a 
reliable material that gives great economy and is 
suitable for every type of roofing job. 





Synthaprufe 


MANUFACTURED BY THE NATIONAL COAL BOARD 
By-Products, National Provincial Bank Buildings, Docks, Cardiff 


“SYNTHAPRU FE” IS A REGIs TERED TRADE MAR K 
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BARRA FROST is the Expandite Cold Weather 
Concrete additive that allows normal concret- 
ing to continue in the coldest weather. It 
requires no special installation for mixing. 


BARRA FROST 





* An accelerator which reduces’ the 
period of time during which frost can 


cause damage. 
& A plasticizer to improve the workability 
of the accelerated mix. 


A rust inhibitor to prevent corrosion 
of reinforcement. 


WINTER MIX 7 ga//on Barra Frost to 10 gallons of 
water. 











MANUFACTURED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM BY ARRANGEMENT 
WITH MEYNADIER ET CIE., A.G., ZURICH, SWITZERLAND. 


EXPANDITE 


LIMITED 





Chase Road, London, N.W.10. 
Tel: ELGar 4321 (10 lines) 
ASSOCIATES AND DISTRIBUTORS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
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The world’s largest Generators 
will help to fill the 


demand for still more power 





The development of nuclear 
energy for generating electricity 
is still front-page news. Less 
publicised, though no less out- 
standing, are new developments 
in * conventional ’’ generating 
plant. The turbo-alternator 
shown here is a 550,000 kilowatt 
unit — twice the capacity of the 
next largest on order for the 
Central Electricity Generating 
Board. It has been designed for 
the projected new power station 
at Thorpe Marsh. For Blythe 
*‘B’, another new _ station, 
275,000 kilowatt in-line units 
are on order. They will be 
powered by steam at 2,350 Ib. 
per sq. in. and 1,050°F, with 
reheat to 1,000°F. 

Nuclear power will play an 
important part in meeting the 
ever-increasing demand for 
electricity. Work is now in 
progress on the first three 
nuclear power stations, at 
Bradwell, Berkeley and Hinkley 
Point. By 1966/7 some 5 to 6 


million kilowatts of nuclear- 
generated electric power will 
be available. 

Though these projects will 
not be completed for some 
time, the Central Electricity 
Generating Board plays an 
important part in today’s fight 
against inflation. Power stations 
are being built at a cost no 
greater than in 1948 — £50 per 
kilowatt installed. And, al- 
though the output of the 
industry has doubled since 
1948, the increase in man- 
power is only about one-third. 

By providing today for the 
power we shall need in years to 
come, the Central Electricity 
Generating Board is building a 
secure foundation for our 
future prosperity. 


THE CENTRAL ELECTRICITY 
GENERATING BOARD 
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Siscomatte 


the finest wall-paint yet— 
for steamy atmospheres 


Resists steam—won’t peel 
or flake. 

Ideal for kitchens and 
bathrooms, restaurants, 
canteens and other 
industrial premises, where 
steam is a major problem. 








Calcarium 


the best water-paint 
for indoor and outdoor 
surface decoration 





Strongly recommended by 
architects, professional 
painters, builders and 
decorators. 

For hotels, factories, 
industrial buildings and 
private residences—town, 
coast and country 
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ATER PAINT 











Two famous paints, 
now available from 
the same source 


SISSONS 


Sissons Brothers & Co. Ltd., Bankside, Hull 
(Incorporating A. T. Morse Sons & Co. Ltd., 
Plaistow, London, E.13. Tel: Albert Dock 5151) 
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Arch.: Whinney, Son & Austen Hall 


flexwood is so 
versatile 


(Flexwood in ZEBRANO and FIGURED 
ASH at the Commercial Bank of 
Australia, London, W.1) 


Flexwood is a genuine, high-grade, 
cloth-backed veneer ; a really superb 
material for interior decoration, 
yet very reasonable in price. 


And the beauty of Flexwood is that it can 
be applied direct—on flat or rounded surfaces— 
and will not warp, crack, shrink or expand. 
Flexwood is made in a wide range of 
beautifully grained timbers. 

All Flexwood work is carried out 
by our own specially trained craftsmen. 

We shail be pleased to quote on any 
plans and elevations you send us. 


— 


Alexandria Trading Corporation Ltd. 
121 London Wall, London, oo imi 
Telephone : MONarch 22 27 
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Your opinion 


7 . . . . IS paramount. 
Your clients 


Rely on your wide knowledge and will need your 
guidance. Architects are in touch with us daily, what about yourself? Have you 
full details of this new equipment? If not you’re at a distinct disadvantage. 
These oil or gas fired automatic Air Heaters (20,000 to 14 million BTU/hr.) 
are built both vertical and horizontal for static, portable and ducted systems. 
We sincerely urge you to get up to date by contacting us right away. 


MODERN HEATING FOR FACTORIES - SCHOOLS 





= WORKSHOPS - OFFICES - INDUSTRIAL AND 
a AGRICULTURAL DRYING SYSTEMS - GARAGES 
Here is the 14mil. BTU/hr. HOSPITALS 


BROCHURE AND DETAILS INSTANTLY DISPATCHED ON REQUEST 


A. E. GREAVES & SON LTD 


141 ELM GROVE - SOUTHSEA - HANTS Ports. 25555 





\ \ \ 
\ 
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Nenssamads 


KEEINE & RLEERAMES 


by THE KLEINE CO. LTD. 


Specialists in reinforced concrete since 1905 
and holders of the original patents for Hollow Tile Floors 








9-13 GEORGE STREET, MANCHESTER SQUARE, LONDON, W.1 : WELbeck 9131 and ot Birmingham, Manchester, Newcastle, Bristol, Southampton & Glasgow 
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MEDICAL 
GASES 
FOR 
MEDICAL 
CASES 


The most efficient and eco- 
nomical method of supplying 
medical gases throughout a 
hospital is by a pipeline dis- 
tribution system. Pipes can 
readily be installed in walls 
while the building is in pro- 
gress, and all points in the 
hospital, however remote, can 
be supplied with gas at ade- 
quate pressure. To provide a 
complete service, British 
Oxygen also undertake the 
installation of vacuum lines 
complete with vacuum pump, 
reservoir and automatic con- 
trol gear. 


British Oxygen has a nation- 
wide organisation staffed by 
skilled engineers for installing 
pipeline systems in hospitals, 
clinics and surgeries. 

Cost of installation varies 
according to size and various 
other factors. The Company 
will gladly arrange, without 
obligation, for a representative 
to attend for preliminary dis- 
cussion or to make a survey 
for the purpose of submitting 
a firm estimate. 


| 
(©) BRITIsSHn OXYGEN 


SRITISH OXYGEN GASES LTD., MEDICAL DIVISION 
GREAT WEST ROAD, BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX 
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ZY LEX SLATER’S FELT 


nd 


ASTOS 


100% PERMANENT DAMPCOURSE 


together | 
keep out” - 7 ! 












weather | 
and damp [ 


ZYLEX Slater's Felt. 
Standard for boarded roofs, 


Hessian-reinforced for open rafters. 


ASTOS Asbestos Dampcourse. 
Standard or lead-lined, easily 
identifiable on site by the 


famous gold band. 


High quality slater’s 
felt, 100% permanent 
dampcourse. These two 
products, invariably 


specified together, have 


ASTOS 
below 


done much to foster the 
wealth of confidence so 
firmly associated with 
RUBEROID products. 


Be 


THE RUBEROID CO. LTD. 
485 Commonwealth House, 
1-19 New Oxford Street, 
London, W.C.1 


,’ 
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LONDON BLINDS 


6 bt de eepeg 


| 


on gechetnfe 4 taal 
| 
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Translucent Plastic Venetian Blinds 





HENRY VIII SCHOOL. COVENTRY. satin finish black-out material, with blinds housed in light case units constructed of 20 gauge 
Architect, W. S. Hattrell & Partners. pressed steel, comprising head box, side and cill channels and self-acting spring roller 
SS | For further details telephone RELiance 4360 or write to: 


LONDON BLINDS LIMITED : MELBOURNE SQUARE : LONDON . s.w.9 


We have recently fitted venetian ! d h d t bl k t bli d 
blinds in the following schools: LONG i an eavy- u y ac ou in S 
SUTTON S.M. SCHOOL. Architect, i : ¥ : y 
Architects Co. Partnership in asso- | These translucent plastic venetian blinds let through the maximum amount of 
ciation with the County Architect, light whilst still keeping out the sun’s glare. They are available in an 
Holland = County. BRYANSTON | exceptionally wide range of colours with either matching or contrasting webs and will 
SCIENCE BUILDING Architect, brighten any office, home or school. The black-out blinds are made in P.V.C. coated 
Architects Co. Partnership KING ! 

\ 








Roof Ventilator Air Diffuser 


The ‘Airflo’ Diffuser unit offers 
the best method of ventilating 
single storey workshops. Fresh 
air is drawn into the premises and 
discharged directly over the work- 
ing area. A_ variably pitched 
diffuser regulates the effective 
area of ventilation and this can 
easily be controlled from below 
by engaging a hooked rod on the 
operating handle. The height at 
which the fan has to be fixed is 

immaterial since the coverage 
from £29 15s. Od. and intensity of air movement can 
be adjusted at will. 





The ‘Airflo’ Powered Roof Ventilator can easily be incor- 
porated into any building scheme. Fits any roof angle and 
is light enough to use on iron or corrugated roofs. Unit 
supplied assembled ready for fixing. 











a great service to industry 


TRADE MARK 





Industrial Fan & Heater Co Ltd 
Gif Works: BIRMINGHAM, 11 Phone: VICtoria 2277 


and at LONDON - MANCHESTER - SWANSEA NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
A Member of the SIMMS Group 
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shatterproof 










seascape, ee, cater E — 


lets glare-free daylight into the premises of Caywood Wharton & Co Ltd at Belvedere, Erith, Kent. 


ascalite 


i ‘ % 
iy SS : ee 


forms a dome that is decorative as well as functional at Barclays Bank Ltd, Gallowtree Gate, Leicester. 


the best daylight 
roofing material 


CASCELLOID.ABBEY LANE.LEICESTER 
Division of the British Xylonite Co. Ltd. Telephone : 61811 
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DOUGLAS FIR PLYWOOD 


call on the detailed knowledge of these two experienced 
Plywood Association specialists located in convenient 
London offices. 


A. C. KENNY, B.A.Sc. 
A Canadian professional 
engineer, Mr. Kenny is 
located in the office of 
the Commercial Coun- 
sellor (Timber), Canada 
House, London, S.W.|. 





J. R. WILSON, B.Sc. 

A Canadian professional 
agrologist, Mr.Wilson is 
located in Wheatsheaf 





House, 4 Carmelite St., 
London, E.C.4. 


SB 


These two specialists have broad experience in the use 
of Canadian Douglas fir plywood in structural design. 
They are well equipped to provide assistance to 
architects, engineers, manufacturers, farmers and 
industry. 

Lectures with films about plywood manufacture and 
use can be arranged for engineer, architect or 
interested builder groups, by writing to either of the 
addresses above. 


PLYWOOD MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 


FIR PLYWOOD MARKED ( pmMBC EXTERIOR )HAS WATERPROOF GLUE 
58-15 
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be glad 
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HOUSES 
Wood windows § FLATS 
SCHOOLS 
HOSPITALS 
OFFICES 
FACTORIES 


are ideal 
in every way for... 


Wood is functional, economical to install and main- 
tain, and provides maximum flexibility in expression. 
Furthermore, wood windows reduce heat losses, sound 
transmission and condensation. Remember, too, with 
wood windows you are ensured a quick delivery. 

A CASE IN POINT Wood windows have been used in the new 
Administrative Block at London Airport with a view to combining 
functional efficiency with the required style of contemporary design. 


For advice on wood windows suitable for all types of buildings, con- 
sult E.J.M.A. Write to the address below. 


THE ENGLISH JOINERY MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION (INCORPORATED) 


(with which ts associated the Scottish Joinery 
and Door Manufacturers’ Association) 


SACKVILLE HOUSE « 40 PICCADILLY * LONDON, W.1 * Tel: REGENT 4448/9 
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The colour of 
things to come 


The architecture of today and tomorrow has its needs well 
provided for by John Hall & Sons of Bristol, makers of 

a complete range of paint finishes headed by the famous 
Brolac and Murac P.E.P. For these paints are the paints 
of today and tomorrow. New techniques of manufacture 
keep them ahead of all new developments, so that Brolac 
Gloss Enamel Finish still has no equal as a hard-wearing, 
weatherproof finish of exceptional beauty, while Murac 
P.E.P. plastic emulsion paint and Murac Velvet Finish 
are used for high quality wall and ceiling decoration 
throughout the country. The question of colour range 

is constantly under review to keep abreast of architectural 
progress, and architects have at their command a highly 
skilled Technical and Colour Advisory Service by 

simply contacting John Hall & Sons (Bristol & London) 
Ltd., Hengrove, Bristol 4. 


BROLAC AND 
MURAC P-E-P 
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USE THE 


BUILDING 
CENTRE 


for all your problems 
relating to 
building materials 


and equipment 


Call, write or telephone 
¢ 
Open - Monday to Friday 
9-30 a.m. — § p.m. 
Saturday 


9-30 a.m. — 1 p.m. 


26 Store Street, 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Telephone: Museum 5400 - 10 line 
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Bartlett School of Architecture 





The Certificate course in the 
Preservation and Restoration 
of Historical Buildings 


will be held next session. It is open to 

qualified architects, and consists of part- 

time evening study for one session, 

followed by a period of practical work. 

Particulars may be obtained from the 

Registrar, University College London, 
Gower Street, W.C.1. 








Preservation and Restoration 
of Historical Buildings 


A short course, including lectures 
and visits to important buildings 
being restored, will be held in the 
Bartlett School of Architecture 
from 24 to 27 September 1958. 
Fee £3 10s. Od. Full particulars 
from the Registrar, University 
College London, Gower Street, 
Wat. 











DYE-LINES, BLUE PRINTS. 
STATS. ETC. 

Tracing and Drawing Office Supplies 
KINGSTON PHOTOGRAPHIC AND DRAWING 
OFFICE SUPPLIES LIMITED 
Works: 32-34, Fairfield Road, Kingston-on-Thames 
Tel: KIN 3911 & 6094 


Retail: 3, The Parade, London Road, Kingston-on-Thames 
Tel: KIN 6726 

















For WARMER, DRIER and 
CHEAPER HOMES 


Specify 
Lightweight Concrete 
Blocks 


FOR INNER LEAVES OF EXTERNAL 
WALLS AND PARTITIONS 
(LOAD BEARING AND NON-LOAD BEARING) 


But ensure that they comply with 

British Standard Specifications by order- 

ing from a member of the Federation 
of Building Block Manufacturers 


RECOMMENDED BY LEADING AUTHORITIES 
APPROVED BY BUILDING SOCIETIES 





For particulars or list of members apply: 
The Secretary 
FEDERATION OF BUILDING 
BLOCK MANUFACTURERS 


11 Ravensbury Avenue, Morden 
Surrey. Telephone: Mitcham 1463 








the 
PERSPECTIVIST 


| By R. Myerscough-Walker. The making of a 
perspective is a highly skilled task and can 
often be the deciding factor when an 
architect submits a scheme. In this unique 
book, the author not only covers every 
aspect of the subject (including costing, 
copyright and architect-client relationship), 
but goes further and presents his own deeply 
philosophical attitude to his art. The clarity 
and impact of his writing and the countless 

| illustrations make this a rare and unusual 


| book. From booksellers, 60/- net. 


| PITMAN 


Parker St., Kingsway, London, W.C.2 


A CONTINUOUS 
Photo Printing Machine 


for under 


£100 


Particularly suitable for Architects and 
Consulting Engineers 
Full details from: 
Archiprint Services Limited, 
214 Shirley Road, 


Southampton 
and Branches 


MODELS ~~ 


BY 


John B. THORP 


98 GRAY’S INN ROAD, W.C.I 





FOR 

TOWN PLANNING 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS 

ESTATES and 
INTERIORS 


Telephone 


HOLBORN, 1011 
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The Atlanta can be specified 
for any bathroom, large or 
small! As well as the 66”, 
the Atlanta comes in 54’, 
60”, 61” (available in two 
widths), and 72” lengths. 


The Atlanta 54 must be 
preferred to any other bath 


No matter how many homes are involved, standard specification of this size because it is an 


exact replica of the full-size 


of the Bilston Atlanta ensures constant satisfaction. Its brilliant 4th. Scaled down to small 


enamel finish remains unimpaired year after year! The Bilston 


proportions. 


Atlanta flat bottom helps 


: ; ; "eV slipping 
range includes the exact colour required for any decorative scheme. o Seve Sen 


Specify the Atlanta—it costs no more than an ordinary bath. 





THe BALDING CENTRE ° Atlanta 
Bilston Sean. 

Cresta 

—the bath SPECIALISTS Marina 

Mermaid 

STORE STREET W-C1 A 


BILSTON FOUNDRIES LTD - BILSTON - STAFFORDSHIRE - ///ustrated literature is available on request. 


ensures comfort. 


Printed in Great Britain by Unwin Brothers, Ltd., Woking and London 
All communications regarding Advertisements in this Journal should be addressed to the Advertisement Manager, R.1.B.A., 66 Portland Place, London, W.1 


Telephone: Langham 227 


THE VERSATILE ATLANTA 





Atlanta shallow step is safe 
for young and old. The 
Atlanta can be fitted to 
give an overall height of 
only 16”. 

With the Atlanta, taps can 
be fitted in three different 
positions to meet all possi- 
ble requirements. 


Corner tap mounting facili- 
tates installation and 
maintenance. 

The Atlanta is supplied 
with or without overfiow 
with or without handgrip. 
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The Ideal Background 


for Mortgage Arrangements 


ABBEY NATIONAL 


BUILDING SOCIETY 


Totai Assets £278,000,000 


Member of The Building Societies Association 


Head Office: ABBEY HOUSE. BAKER STREET, LONDON N.W.1 
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Multi-storey Housing 


in Birmingham 


Architects: A. G. Sheppard Fidler, M.A, 
B.Arch, Dip.C.D. (Liverpool) F.R.1.B.A, Dist. T.P, A.M.T.P.L. 
in association with S. Greenwood, A.R.1.B.A. 


\ SCHEME providing nearly 200 maisonettes and flats in four six-storey and three 
four-storey blocks has been completed by John Laing and Son Limited at Duddeston 
and Nechells in Birmingham’s central redevelopment area. 

Buildings are of reinforced concrete crosswall construction, with alternating floors 
of slab concrete and timber supported on precast beams. Infilling between crosswalls 
is mainly glazing with facing panels of exposed aggregate for the maisonettes, while 


external walls to the flats and also gable walls have a natural sand Tyrolean finish. 











JOHN LAING AND SON LIMITED 
BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


GREAT BRITAIN + CANADA + UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA + RHODESIA 











